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INCREASING REDUCTION OF CASES IN 1995

As illustrated in Figure 1, the
reduction rate of dracunculiasis
cases by month rose sharply
during the latter part of 1995,
in comparison to the same 100 —)
month of 1994, reaching a high
of 68% in November. This
includes data for all endemic
countries except Sudan, where
surveillance and interventions
have been constrained because
of the civil war in that country.
This increase in program
effectiveness is undoubtedly
due to the increasingly wide-
spread implementation of case
containment (in addition to
other community-based inter-
ventions), starting in late 1994.
Even more encouraging is that
this impact apparently results
from the first few months of
case containment, when the
quality of case containment
measures was relatively weak.
As Guinea worm eradication
programs have become more
experienced, implementation of
case containment has gotten
better, and presumably more
effective. We believe this is 0 -

very bad news for the remain- JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC

ing Guinea worms in the
world. The status of key 1995 —»

indices for all endemic
countries is sammarized in Tables 1 & 2, and in Figures 2 and 3.

Figure 1

REDUCTION IN GLOBAL CASES OF DRACUNCULIASIS
BY MONTH, 1995 (EXCLUDING SUDAN)
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Figure 3
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PERCENTAGE OF CASES OF DRACUNCULIASIS CONTAINED, 1995
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Table 2

PERCENT OF ENDEMIC VILLAGES REPORTING AND
PERCENT OF CASES CONTAINED IN 1995

Country

Sudan
Nigeria
Niger
Uganda
Ghana
Burkina Faso
Mali

Cote d’Ivoire
Togo
Mauritania
Benin
Ethiopia
Chad

India
Senegal
Yemen
Kenya
Cameroon
Pakistan

NR = No Report

Percentage of endemic

villages reporting

21%
78%
88%
95%
99%
78%
87%
95%
92%
97%
99%
87%
99%

(Jan.- Dec.)
(Jan.- Dec.)
(Jan.- Dec.)
(Jan.- Dec.)
(Jan.- Dec.)
(Jan.- Nov.)
(Jan.- Dec.)
(Jan.- Dec.)
(Jan.- Sept.)
(Jan.- Oct.)
(Jan.- Nov.)
(Jan.- Dec.)
(Jan.- Nov.)

100% (Jan.- Dec.)
100% (Jan.- Nov.)
99% (Jan.- Dec.)

NR
86 %

100%

(Jan.-Nov.)

Percent of cases
contained in 1995 .

12%
34%
67%
51%
75%
60%
57%
44 %
80%
53%
33%
83 %
33%
97 %
80%
22%

50%

(Jan.- Dec.)
(Jan.- Dec.)
(Jan.- Dec.)
(Jan.- Dec.)
(Jan.- Dec.)
(Jan.- Nov.)
(Jan.- Dec.)
(Jan.- Dec.)
(Jan.- Sept.)
(Jan.- Oct.)
(Jan.- Nov.)
(Jan.- Dec.)
(Jan.- Nov.)
(Jan.- Dec.) '
(Jan.- Nov.)
(Jan.- Dec.)

(Jan.- Nov.)
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IN BRIEF:

Ghana

Ghana has reportedly detected a total of 16 cases of dracunculiasis imported from Togo during the
months of November and December 1995. The patients are all members of an extended family that
mostly resides in the Northern Region of Ghana, but the affected members returned to Ghana early
in 1995 after a prolonged visit with relatives in Togo. For the fifth straight month, at least five of
Ghana's 10 regions have reported no indigenous case of dracunculiasis (Table 3).

Libya

A small outbreak of four confirmed and two suspected cases of dracunculiasis has been reported from
northwestern Libya. The outbreak, which occurred in 1993, is believed to have originated in a
Chadian man who worked for one of the affected families. (Reported by H.H. Baccush and C.S. Nayaf.)

Mali

Mali held the fourth annual national meeting of its Guinea Worm Eradication Program, in Bamako
on January 4-5. Among the attendees was Dr. Philippe Ranque from WHO headquarters.

Sudan

Representatives from the national secretariat, Sudan’s Federal Ministry of Health, UNICEF/Operation
Lifeline Sudan, UNICEF/ESARO, and Global 2000/The Carter Center met in Nairobi, Kenya during
January 15-17, 1996 to review the status of eradication efforts in Sudan, discuss technical issues, and
coordinate action plans for 1996. This was the third meeting of the coordination group.

* * * RAWLINGS TO OPEN MARCH CONFERENCE * * *

President Jerry Rawlings of Ghana has agreed to open the 6th African Regional Conference on

Dracunculiasis Eradication. The conference will be held in Accra, Ghana, on March 26-28, 1996.

Notice to Readers

With this issue, the Guinea Worm Wrap-Up will be issued monthly,
in order to share news of rapidly evolving events and results of
monthly surveillance. Each issue will go to the printer on about
the 10th day of the month.
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* % * * *

Inclusion of information in the Guinea Worm Wrap-Up does not
constitute "publication” of that information.

The GW Wrap-Up is published in memory of BOB KAISER

For information about the GW Wrap-Up, contact Trenton K. Ruebush, MD, Director, WHO Collaborating Center
for Research, Training, and Eradication of Dracunculiasis, NCID, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, F-22,
4770 Buford Highway, NE, Atlanta, GA 30341-3724, U.S.A. FAX: (404)488-4532.

( \ CDC is the WHO Collaborating Center for Research, Training, and Eradication of
Dracunculiasis.



