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The Carter Center of Emory University

The Middle East Consultation is the inaugural project of the Carter Center of Emory

University. Policymakers and scholars from Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Saudi

Arabia, and the Palestinian community, as well as from the United States and Europe, Ps
are meeting to discuss the region’s present and future condition.

By bringing together people of reflection and of action, the Carter Center hopes not
only to encourage better understanding of the issues facing the Middle East, but to
generate practical suggestions for salutary change.

It is the goal of the Carter Center, in this and in future projects, to foster the

constructive, analytical, and objective examination of significant domestic and

international issues. Through nonpartisan programs of intensive scholarly research and

inquiry, public forums and consultations, the Center seeks to develop and promote

beneficial public policies and, ultimately, to contribute to the relief of suffering, the ®
promotion of human rights, and the general improvement of the human condition.

The permanent facilities of the Carter Center and the Carter Presidential Library and

Museum will be located in a thirty-acre Presidential Park complex to be constructed

near the Emory University campus. Funds for the construction of the Presidential Park

complex and for the operation of the Carter Center are being raised from private o
donations, corporate gifts, and educational foundation grants. The Middle East project

is funded by the Ford, Koret, and Rockefeller Foundations, and Emory University.




SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 1983

The Carter Center of Emory University: Middle East Consultation

Please remain in your seats at the conclusion of each
session until the participants on the platform have
left.

Best rooms for the general public are on the plaza
level.

1:00 pm Introductory Remarks

Kenneth W. Stein, Project Director, Middle East
Consultation, Emory University

James T. Laney, President, Emory University
President Gerald R. Ford
President Jimmy Carter

1:20 pm Egypt and the Arab World Today

Usamah al-Baz, Advisor to the Egyptian President on
Political Affairs

Panel Response

Itamar Rabinovich, Director, Dayan Center of
the Shiloah Institute for Middle Eastern and
African Studies, Tel Aviv University

Harold Saunders, American Enterprise
Institute, Washington, D.C.

4:00 pm Saudi Arabia

His Royal Highness Prince Bandar bin Sultan,
Ambassador of Saudi Arabia to the United States

Panel Response

William B. Quandt, Brookings Institution,
Washington, D.C.

Ragaei al-Mallakh, University of Colorado,
Boulder

Udo Steinbach, Director, Deutsches
Orient Institut, Hamburg, Germany



The Car

9:00 am

1:15 pm

3:00 pm

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 1983

ter Center of Emory University: Middle East Consultation

Questions from the audience will be accepted in writing
only. Please use the cards provided for this purpose.

Please remain in your seats at the conclusion of each
session until the participants on the platform have left.

Rest rooms are available for the general public on the
plaza level of the Woodruff Medical Center Administra-
tion Building.

Lebanon

Wadi Haddad, Special Advisor to the Lebanese President
for National Affairs

Panel Response

Ghassane Salame, St. Joseph's College, Beirut,
Lebanon

Yehoshua Porath, The Hebrew University of
Jerusalem

Philip Habib, Senior Research Fellow, Hoover
Institution, Stanford University

Michael Hudson, Director, Georgetown Center for
Contemporary Arab Studies

Soviet Interests in the Middle East (Glenn Memorial
Auditorium)

Alexander Zotov, Counselor, Soviet Embassy,
Washington, D.C.

Panel Response
Dimitri Simes, Carnegie Endowment for Peace,
Washington, D.C.
Oles Smolansky, Lehigh University, Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania
Syria (Woodruff Medical Center Auditorium)

Farouk al-Sharaa, Syrian Minister of State for Foreign
Affairs

Panel Response
Joseph Sisco, Washington, D. C.

Kamel Abu Jaber, University of Jordan, Amman,
Jordan



TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 1983

The Carter Center of Emory University: Middle East Consultation

Questions from the audience will be accepted in writing
only. Please use the cards provided for this purpose.

Please remain in your seats at the conclusion of each
session until the participants on the platform have left.

Rest rooms are available for the general public on the
plaza level of the Woodruff Medical Center Administra-
tion Building.

9:00 am Jordan

His Royal Highness the Crown Prince of the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan, Hassan ibn Talal

Panel Response

Cyrus Vance, New York, New York
Sol Linowitz, Washington, D. C.

1:15 pm The West Bank (Glenn Memorial Auditorium)

Meron Benvenisti, former Vice-Mayor of Jerusalem,
Jerusalem, Israel

Panel Response

Nafez Nazzal, Visiting Professor, University of
Pennsylvania; Professor, Birzeit University, The
West Bank

3:00 pm Israel (Woodruff Medical Center Auditorium)

Gideon Rafael, former Ambassador of Israel to Great
Britain, and former Director General of the Israeli
Foreign Ministry

Panel Response

Zbigniew Brzezinski, Columbia University and
Georgetown Center for Strategic and
International Studies, Washington, D. C.

Dominique Moisi, Associate Director, Institut
francais des relations internationales, Paris,
France



The Car

9:00 am

1:15 pm

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 1983

ter Center of Emory University: Middle East Consultation

Questions from the audience will be accepted in writing
only. Please use the cards provided for this purpose.

Please remain in your seats at the conclusion of each
session until the participants on the platform have left.

Rest rooms are available for the general public on the
plaza level of the Woodruff Medical Center Administra-
tion Building.

The Palestinian Community

Walid Khalidi, Center for Middle Eastern Studies,
Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts

Panel Response

Harold Saunders, American Enterprise Institute,
Washington, D. C.

Haim Shaked, Center for Advanced International
Studies, University of Miami; The Shiloah
Institute of Middle Eastern and African Studies,
Tel Aviv University

Summation Session

Philip Habib, Senior Research Fellow, Hoover
Institution, Stanford University

Kenneth W. Stein, Fellow, The Carter Center of Emory
University



Jimmy Carter
Mideast talks ot Emory.

Meeting

of Carter,
Ford in

| spotlight,, , ¢

stein, who accompanied
Carter to the Middle East

earlier this year, is om a- —-

one-year leave to the
Carter Center of Emory
University and is chief
coordinator of the four-day
discussions - scheduled  to
begin Nov. 6.

The talks are the first
project of the universify's

think-tank to
address national and world
The of a Repub-

cal agenda that must be

The Atlanta Journal October 3, 1983

The talks have been
billed as-a sort of non-gov-
ernmental retreat where
officials from the war-torn
region can get together to
exchange ideas, possibly
leading to innovative sug-
gestions on ways to reduce
future conflicts.

Reagan administration
officials, congressmen and
senators have expressed
interest in the conmference,
Stein-said.

“This is not meant to be
an alternative foreign
policy,” Stein said. “You
can bring people together
and discuss the issues, but
it must always be done in
concert with Washington.”

The meeting could lead
to continuing discussions
between the nations and
the content of the talks will
be reproduced and dissemi-
nated to the participating
ns;tiom and scholars, Stein

No limits will be placed
on what can' be discussed,
but Stein specified that
be held to a minimum.
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| Carter, Ford give talks credibility

By Esther M. Bauer

Stafl Wriler

When former U.S. presidents
‘Gerald R. Ford a Jimmy
Carter preside over the upcoming
Middle East talks at Emory
University in November, it will be
somewhat of a first for the insti-
tution of the ex-presidency.

Nobody is predicting what the
result of the discussions will be,
but the presence of the United
States’ twp most recent
commanders-in-chief has gener-
ated a lot of respect and specula-
tion, say organizers of the talks. '

“Bringing this group together
under the auspices and deep inter-
est of two former presidents of

the United States is significant be-
cause it ensures communication
and forthright bipartisan discus-
sions of the issues . . . that in it-
self is significant,” said Dr. Ken-
neth W. Stein, an associate
professor of Near Eastern studies
at Emory.

Stein, who accompanied Carter
to the Middle East earlier this
year, is on a one-year leave to the
Carter Center of Emory Univer-
sity and is chief coordinator of
the four-day discussions scheduled
to begin Nov. 6.

The talks are the first project
of the university's policy center,
which Carter established last year

as a nom-partisan think-tank to -

address national and world prob-
lems.

The presence of a Republlcan
and a Democratic - former
commander-in-chief guarantees a
non-partisan focus and lends their
collective policy-making expertise
to the discussions, Stein said.

“The consultation will give the
anchorage to make analytical,
objective and realistic sohcy sug-

‘gestions. There is no a

litical agenda that must be fol—
lowed,” he said. “It's impossible

to say what the key issues will be’

and what is possible or what is
not.”

More than three dozen govern-
ment emissaries and scholars

from Israel, Egypt, Jordan, Leba-
non, Syria, ‘Saudi Arabia,
Germany, France and the United
States are to attend to the meet-
ing — which is being funded by
three private foundations —
Koret in San Francisco and the
Ford and Rockefeller foundations
in New York.

The talks have been billed as a
sort of non-governmental retreat
where officials from the war-torn
region can get together to ex-
change ideas, possibly leading to
innovative tions

No limits will be placed on
what can be discussed, but Stein

specified that argumentative de-
bate will be held to a minimum.




ﬂiin.(ing Out Loud

By Albert Schiossberg

Not Quite Camp David . . .

Whether or not you agree with Jimmy Carter’s conception
of what Mideast geo-political scene should look like, ever his
most severe critics must admit that as President, and after he
left office, Carter did and does care about that turbulent slice
of the giobe. From November 6th through November 9th of
this year, a consultation will take place at Emory University,
Atlanta, Georgia, bringing together a very disparate group of
sgholars. government officials, bureaucrats, policy-makers,
diplomats, statesmen and academicians. The mix of well
known personalities culled from Egypt. the United States,
Jordan, Israel, Syria, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, and the “Pales-
tinian community,” will singly and together pour their view of
the errors of the past, problems of the present and potential
solutions of the future, into the pressure-cooker of the first
project of the Carter Center of Emory University. “The Mid-
dle East Consultation.” This sure to be fascinating conference,
months if not years in the planning process, only recently
became known to the general public.

I first heard of the conference in mid-August of this year
while in Atlanta at the JWV national convention. My interest
was peaked and my concern aroused when [ was told that a
representative of the PLO would participate. Newsweek Mag-
azine, September 19th, carried a brief note in “Periscope.”
Eric Gelman of Newsweek wrote, “Former President Jimmy
Carter has invited the Reagan administration to send a
spokesman to his November conference on the Middle East at
Emory University. A representative of the Palestine Liber-
ation Organization is already on the guest list, which may
make it impossible for the administration to participate.”

Since the United States policy under Jimmy Carter — con-
tinued under Ronald Reagan — consistently was and has been
opposed to recognition of the PLO as a legitimate entity,
(Andy Young, you will recall, had to leave his post as U.S.
Ambassador to the U.N. because he met with a representa-
tive of the PLQ), [ had to find out if Carter was now embark-
ing on a different course. ¢

A call to the United States Department of State quickly
informed me that, “You'll have to call the university because
- we have nothing on it.” When [ suggested. that her-response
seemed to-be telling me, in clear language, that the Depart-
ment of State knew absolutely nothing about theiconference,
Shirl Gross, speaking for the State Department, said, “I've
called Conferences and ['ve called Public Programs, and they
know nothing about this conference.”

Did [ buy her answer? No [ did not. Technically she was
correct. It's believeable that the two departments included in
her reply have no information on Jimmy Carter’s conference. [
was sure then, and still believe that somewhere in Foggy Bot-
tom this conference will be watched closely.

My call to the proverbial horse’s mouth was much more
productive. I reached Dr. Kenneth W. Stein, Assistant Profes-
sor of Middle East History, Project Coordinator of the Middle
East Consultation, First Fellow of the Carter Center at
Emory University. I posed the question: Had the PLO been
invited to send a representative, would there be a PLO dele-
gate, and would the United States have an official representa-
tive at the consultation, at Emory, in November? :

Ken Stein.was clear, concise, cooperative, informative and a
pleasure to talk with. No evasions. He wasted no time getting
to emet and tachlit. “Eric Gelman erroneously reported that
the PLO was invited. I told him that he was wrong. The PLO
is not,caming., A, I did nat, say ‘the,..Palestinian.position will
be given by an American university professor, and there will
be some Palestinians whe will be coming from the region, such
as Elias Freij, he will probably be speaking about the West
Bank, as will someone like Meron Benvenisti, former vice-
mayor of Jerusalem. Benvenisti’s position will not be as an
official of the government of Israel.” ;

Question to Dr. Stein, “Has the Reagan administration had
anything to say about its interest in this conference?”

Answer. “The President (Carter) made the State Depart-
ment aware of our trip to the Middle East and our interest-in
going. The State Department facilitated that trip. They were
extraordinarily helpful. We are not a shadow government.”

Obviously, the State Department-and Dr. Stein have to han-
dle this one as though walking on thin-shelled eggs. This is the
first project of the Carter Center at Emory University. For-
mer Presidents Jimmy Carter and Gerald R. Ford are jointly
chairing the Consultation. The purpose of the Consultation, as
the premiere event, demonstrates an aspiration to be recog-
nized as a national, if not international center of scholarly
research, where issue oriented, non-partisan, incisive work
will be done by outstanding persons from all over the world.
This is a showcase production. The list of persons already
committed to participate reads like a who's who of Mideast

knowledge, information and expertise: Dr. Ghazi al-Ghosaibi,

" Minister of Health for Saudi Arabia; Faruk al-Sharaa, Minis-

ter of State for Foreign Affairs, of Syria; Crown Prince Hasan
‘'of Jordan; the special adviser for national affairs to the Presi-
dent of Lebanon, Dr. Wadi Haddad; the director of the Egyp-
tian presidential office for political affairs, Dr. Usamah al-Baz.
From the United- States: Former Secretary of State, Cy
Vance; Reagan’s trouble shooter, Phil Habib; a long-standing
Mideast expert, Joe Sisco; Zbignew Brzezinski along with
William Quandt, Harold Saunders and Sol Linowitz.

Israel, I was told by an offical representative of the Isrueli
consular corps, will soon designate a specific official as its rep-
resentative. Professors Itamar Rabinovich, Haim Shaked and
Yehoshua Porath, academicians from Israel, will be non-gov-
ernmental participants at the conference. The Arab nations
will be adequately represented by persons from the universi-
ties of Damascus and Cairo, and from Jordan: European sch
ars from France and Germany will be there too. :

Prof. Barnard Wasserstein of Brandeis and Dr. Whalid Kha-

lidi of Harvard will join Prof. Steven Spiegel of UCLA, Prof.

Michael Hudson of Georgetown U., Prof. Oles Smolansky of
Lehigh and Dr. Dimitri Simes of the Carnegie Endowment for

‘ Peace, 2s: Americans from the academic scene who will share

Dr. Stein reiterated, “This is an unofficial function and they
don’t want individuals to feel that they have to posture'in an
officially sanctioned endeavor. You walk a fine line when you
do a conference like this because you have only one govern-
ment at a time and only one policy.”

When I suggested to Dr. Stein that the consultation will
represent an amplifier and sounding beard for positions with
some degree of importance in the particicu.ng communities,
Ken responded, “Yes. Yes. That's a very accurate way of put-
ting it.” ,
~ Jimmy Carter and Ken Stein's imaginative effort to throw a
fresh light on the Mideast is not quite another Camp David.
No agreements will be signed at Emory University in Novem-
ber. But it will be unique. Some pretty importapt persons
from many sides of the conflict will sit with, talk to and share
their thoughts. For that alone, it’s worth doing.

i




The Atlanta Jourmal, October 19, 1983

Israel decides not to participate
in Carter’s conference on Mideast

By Esther M. Bauer
Stat! Wniter

The Israeli government has with-
drawn from former President Jimmy
Carter’'s Mideast conference at
Emory University next month be-
cause an advocate of Palestinian
automony will be included in the
forum.

‘Israeli officials contended that
Walid Khalidi, a Harvard University
professor, is a member of the Pales-
tine Liberation Organization, Carter
s3id Tuesday. ;

*Khalidi y has close ties
with the PLO, but the US. State De-
partment has confirmed that he is
not a PLO member, Carter said.

‘While teaching political studies at
American University in Beirut,
Khalidi argued in favor of establish-
ing a sovereign Palestinian state and
pindointed East Jerusalem as its
capital, according to articles by him
irr Foreign Affairs Journal in 1978.

‘Khalidi, a Palestinian who was ap-
pointed to Harvard last year as a re-
search fellow, could not be reached
for comment but has accepted an in-
vitation to the four-day conference,
which begins Nov. 6 in Atlanta.

Carter said he talked to Israeli
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir by
telephone on Monday but made no at-
tempt to argue against Israel’s deci-
siun to withdnw from the confer-

“!regrett.heym’tbeoﬂidally

camn- Expressed regret

represented and hope they will
change their minds,” Carter said in a
telephone interview from Rochester,
N.Y., where he spoke to students at
the University of Rochester on Mon-
day. “We will have representatives
from Israel, even though there will
not be direct, official representation
from the Israeli government.”

A number of Israeli scholars have
been invited to the conference, Carter
said, adding, “There will be represen-
tatives there who can adequately de-
scribe the incumbent govermment's
attitudes and approaches.”

The aim of the talks, Carter said, is
to present for a world audience “the
points of view of all the participants
in Mideast disputes.”

Asked whether he thought the boy-
cott by Israeli government officials
would diminish the impact of his con-
ference, Carter replied: “I hope not.
As long as the American public and
the world public can get a clear pic-
ture of Israel's attitudes and ap-
proackes (to the various disputes),
that will be adequate.”

Five other Middle East govern-
ments — including Lebanon, Syria, |
Saudi Arabia, Syria and Egypt — will
be represented at the conference.

The PLO was pot invited, confer-
ence coordinators said, because of Is-
rael's stance against the militant
group, which calls for the overthrow
of the Jewish state.

Instead, Khalidi was chosen to
present the Palestinian viewpoint be-
cause of his academic credentials,
said Dr. Kenneth W. Stein, an Emory
professor specializing in Middle East-
ern Issues.

Khalidi was selected for sxm:.lar
reasons earlier this year when he was
appointed a delegate to an Arab
League meeting in Britain. Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher had re-
fused to meet with any PLO repre-
sentatives.

“Israeli scholars suggested Khalidi
to me when I was putting the confer-
ence together,” said Stein, who
expressed dismay at Israel’s decision.
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. Israel decides
not to attend
* Carter forum

By Esther M. Bauner
Staf Writer

The Israeli government has withdrawn from
former President Jimmy Carter’s Mideast confer-
| ence at Emory University next month because an
| advocate of Palestinian autonomy will be included
in the forum.

Israeli officials contended that Walid Khalidi, a
Harvard University professor, is a member of the
g:lesune' Liberation Organization, Carter said Tues-
y.

T Khalidi reportedly has close ties with the PLO,
| but the State Department has confirmed he is not a
PLO member, Carter said. :

' While teaching political studies at American

Jil  University in Beirut, Kbalidi argued in. favor of

establishing a sovereign Palestinian state and
m&nimﬂiuapimmw

Yitzhak Shamir by telephone on Monday, but made
no attempt to argue against Israel's decision to

See EMORY, Page §-A

—Emory

Continged From Page 1-A

Asked whether he the by Israeli gov-
ernment officials would diminish the impact of his
conference, Carter replied “I hope not. As long as the
American and the world public can get a clear
mdmﬂﬁ'wmm(mm
disputes), 4

Five other Middle -
Lebanon, Syria, Saudi Arabia, Syria and Egypt — will be
represented at the
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PAGE 14-A, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 25, 1983

Israeli choice on Carter forum petty

The Israeli government’s nearly last-
minute decision not to participate in former
President Jimmy Carter’'s Mideast forum at
Emory University early next month is regret-
table, not to mention petty.

One can only guess whether Israel would
have followed through on its months-old com-
mitment to send an official representative to
the conference if former Prime Minister

Sedréﬁes:’ No class

Columbia, S.C., elementary-school Princi-
pal Carol Carlson went way too far last month
in an effort to find out who lifted $10 from a
teacher’s purse. Carison — more like a gruff
warden at a reformatory than an elementary-
school administrator — ordered 40 third-
graders separated by gender, herded into bath-
rooms and searched by staffers.

Parents of many of the students at Crane
Creek Elementary were outraged by the
searches. And who could blame them? They
say their children were humiliated; that they
believe the incident was racially motivated.
(Ms. Carison is white, and most of the students
are black.)

Regardless of the motives, the forced
searches of 40 thire s was callous, ill-
advised and just plain inappropriate consider-
ing the age group invelved and the nature of
the problem which prompted it.

To her credit, the administrator has writ-
ten to parents apologizing for the searches.
School-board members have, understandably,
declined to fire her even though angry parents
have called for her termination. Dismissal
would be excessive. But a strong reprimand
and a lecture on the differences between a
maximum-security prizon and an elementary
school would be most x ypropriate.

Menachem Begin had not resigned and been
replaced by Yitzhak Shamir or whether the
change in leadership only delayed an inevita-
ble rejection.

The Shamir government’s excuse for with-
drawing is a flimsy one. One can understand
and respect Israel’s longstanding refusal to
permit its officials tc share a podium with a
representative of the Palestine Liberation
Organization, given the ugly history of atroci-
ties against Israel and the PLO’s unyielding
stance against that country’s right to exist.

But to make an unsubstantiated accusa-
tion, at this late date, that the forum’s sched-
uled spokesman for the Palestinians, Walid
Khalidi, is a PLO member seems unworthy of
the Israelis. Conference officials, sensitive to
standing Israeli policy, received assurances
from a number of quarters that Khalidi had no
PLO affiliation, though they acknowledged he
was in regular communication with its leader-
ship.

The harm done to Carter’s forum is minor
compared with the self-inflicted damage to Is-
rael. In addition to scheduling addresses by
Jordan’s Crown Prince Hassan and ranking
officials of four other Arab governments, the
conference has lined up several Israeli aca-
demics who will doubtless give a thorough and
thoughtful on of the Israeli perspec-
tive on the whole spectrum: of Mideast prob--
lems. - oy

But for the Shamir government, it ‘has
discarded a rare opportunity to lay out its
policies and ideas for testing against opposing
viewpoints in an open and decorous setting,
minus the rigid formalities that government-
to-government discussions impose. Rather
than walk that extra mile to explore any fresh
routes to a peaceful resolution of the Mideast
conundrum, Israel gives the strong impression
it suffers from cold feet.
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3 groups fund
Carter meeting

By Ran:Tayior
StaftWciter

Three -ajor privat>
foundations have contrib-
uted $150,000 to uelp cover
the cost*of a four-day con-
ference on the Middle East,
which begins Sunday at
Emory University with for-
mer Presidents Jimmy
Carter and Gerald Ford as
hosts. " -

Dr. Kenneth Stein, coor-
dinator of the project, said
the grants came from the
Ford and Rockefeller foun-
dations in New York and
the Koret Foundation in
San Francisco.

Other eduocatios fo:ada-
tions have also Lcen ap-
proached by conference
officials and are consider-
ing contributions to the
project, Stein said. He de-
clined to discuss details of
how much the conference is
expected to cost.

TLe grants are expected
to cover the costs of hold-
ing t.!:u.:.,f four-day meeting
and commissioning
essays on major Mideast
topics for presentation dur-
ing the consultation.

The conference is ex-
pected to attract more than
two dozen scholars from
the Middle East, Europe
and the United States, as
well as a number of former
American diplomats, secre-
taries of state and national
security advisers, accord-
ing to Stein, who is associ-
ate professor of Near
Eastern history at Emory.
In addition, the gathering

nelvde oificial repre-

oil]

sentatives of Syria, Egypt,
Jordan, Lebacon and Saudi
Arabia. A Harvard prcfes-
sor will make a presenta-
tion on ‘he Palestinian
commuity,

The Israeli government
announced last month thot
it would not send an ¢lli-
cial representative, claim-
ing that a repres. :tive cf
the Palestine . >ration
Organization, * 6ne f Is-
rael's bitterest foe: bhad
been invited.

However, Stein said 2
consultation will incluc
Isrceli academics “whe
will present in an articu-
late fashion the variations
of Isracli political think-
mg."

Either Carter or Ford
will participate in each of
the individual sessions dur-
ing the flur~"-7 meetira.
Discnssions will fc. . on
each of the participating
countries, as well as on [s-
rael, the Palestinian com-
munity and Soviet interests
in the Middle East, accord-
ing to Stein.

Stein declined to discuss
secrrty arrangements ex-

Thursday, November 3, 1983
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Emory gets $150,00

for summit on Mideast

By Rom Taylor
Stat! Writer

Three major private foundations
have contributed $150,000 to help
cover the cost of a four-day confer-
ence on the Middle East, which
begins Sunday at Emory University
with former Presidents Jimmy
Carter and Gerald Ford as hosts.

Dr. Kenneth Stein, coordinator of

dations in New York and the Koret.

Foundation in San Francisco.
Other education foundations have
also been' approached by conference
officials and are considering contri-
butions to the project, Stein said. He
declined. to discuss det.'nls of how

clude official representatives of
Syria, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon and
Saudi Arabia. A Harvard professor
will make a presentation on the

last month that it would not send an
official representative, claiming that
a representative of the Palestine
Liberation Organization, one of Is-
rael’s bitterest foes, had been invited.

Hmvu' Stein saxd the cumlta

remaining seats will be allocated to
the public on a first-come, first-

— e i - -




Jimmy Carter trying for new peac

By WOLF BLITZER

WASHINGTON — Former President Jimmy Carter
says it is imperative that the United States and Israel ful-
ly coordinate their strategies in the aftermath of the ter-
rorist bombing of U.S. Marine headquarters in Beirut.

"I do believe that it is necessary throughout this Leban-
ese crisis for Israel and the U.S. to consult as closely as
possible,” Carter said in an interview. ‘

But he responded cautiously to a propesal by-former
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger that the U.S. encour-
age a more active Israeli military response in Lebanon as
a counterweight to recent Syrian activity.

“I'm averse to more aggressive military postures in
Lebanon,” he said. "I think that in general the military
postures have been too aggressive. But I'm not trying to
comment on Kissinger's comments because | really don’t
understand just what he had in mind.”

The former president — busy preparing for his Nov. 6-9
Middle East consultation at Emory University in Atlanta,
which he is co-chairing with former President Gerald
Ford — said he always valued Israel as a strategic asset to
the US.

.

“1 THINK THE BEST WAY to answer that question
is to refer back to my own administration and the amount
of investment that I made personally and that my secre-
taries of state made in bringing about increased security
for Israel and increased peace with her neighbors,” he
said. "Secondly, I think if you examine the figures — and
they are readily available and probably known to you —
the level of American aid for Israel was indicative of the
value that we placed on the relationship, and we never de-
viated, as you probably know, from the record in our com-
mitment to Israel.”

Carter continued: "There were¢ never any threats to Is-
rael of withdrawal of our support — things of that kind —
even though obviously on occasion the policies of Prime
Minister Begin and my opinion were quite at odds. But we
always worked with mutual respect and I think recog-
nized the value of that close relationship.”

Carter, who suffered through the 444 days Americans
were held hostage in Iran, was shaken by the latest trage-
dy in Beirut. He expressed concern “about the situation
over there and the vulnerability of our marines and the
need to strengthen our contingent there, at least until the
time when we can ascertain if the policy was leading to-
ward an improved situation concerning withdrawal of for-

eign forces and also to determine the willingness of the
T ahannoa tn wark ant thoir nown differences in a2 neacefl

‘the cabinet, it's imperative th

President Reagan cannot simply withdraw the marines
“as a result of a terrorist attack,” he said. _
The former president phoned Begin last Sept. 17, the
fifth anniversary of the Camp David accords. "I called him .
and told him I was thinking about him that day,” Carter
said, describing Camp David as “a historic move toward
peace,” Begin, he continued, “responded with good wishes
to me, and he seemed to be quite strong in voice. It was a

fairly brief but congenial conversation.”

Carter was convinced that the latest economic austerity
measures announced in Jerusalem would help Israel
weather the current crisis. He rejected :?uggestions that
Israel’s preoccupation with domestic politl_cgl and econom-
ic headaches was resulting in less Israeli interest in for-

ign affairs.
‘ g'?':'n absolutely certain,” he said, “thz_lt Israel is not for-
getting about foreign policy. But I think that, with tl)e
new government leaders coming in and some changes in
at they address the econom-
ic question. My impression is that ‘tl?ey've addreﬁsed it
quite forcefully and I think with political courage.

Since leaving the White House, Carter has continued to
spend a considerable amount of time thinking about the

INSIDE

Washington
T S ————

Arab-lIsraeli conflict: His involvement in the Midﬂle East
represented a major chunk of his recently published mem-
oirs. He toured the region several months ago, deber!mned
to put together a conference on the Middle East at his new
base in Atlanta. by 5
Carter was very disappointed that the lsraeli govern-
ment has tentatively decided to boycott the conference,
despite an eéarlier promise from Begin that Israel would
be officially represented. In a telephone conversation in
early October, Ambassador Meir Rosenne explamed.to
Carter that Israel would not participate becatgse P-aleutm-
ian professor Walid Khalidy of Harvard University was
invited. Rosenne insisted that Khalidy was a member of

the PLO.
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3 “That’s contrary to the information we have from the
State Department and others in a position to know,”
Carter said. The Pglestinian is also affiliated with the
American University in Beirut. Asked if other Palestin-
lans invited were associated with the PLO, Carter replied:
‘There are no others who could reasonably be regarded as
members of the PLO.”

After discussing the matter with Rosenne, Carter tele-
phm'm'ed Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir. “My understand-
ing,” Carter mg, “ig that the government has decided not
to send an qﬂ'i.mal_.reprasentative. My hope is that they
will do so. I'think it would be very good for a conference
and also in my judgment it would give a fine forum for the
Israeli government to participate with others and to ex-
press their plans and their ideas for progress toward peace
ttiooa very broad-audience in this country and in other na-

ns. - '

According to Carter, Shamir promised to get back in
touch and to offer Israel’s final answer afterg?iiscussing
the question with other “experts.”

“We've been very careful not to invite any representa-
tives of the PLO to participate,” Carter said. “The only
person who has been mentioned to me by Ambassador Ro-
senne was Prof, Walid Khalidy. He's a very dlstmg_ulshed
professor at Harvard University and, of course, he is not a
member of the PLO nor its executive council — as has
been alleged by some.™ _

Israeli Embassy officials, however, sharply rejected
Carter's contention. They insisted that they were abso-
lutely certain Khalidy was “the intellectual backbone of
the PLO.” They expressed doubt that Israel would official-
ly join in the mnferegie in Atllalmt.;e —-dalthough several

inent Israeli academics will attend. _ '
pr%?:lfurther back up their point, the Israeli officials said
the Reagan administration also had decided not to partici-
pate in the official dialogue — only to be r,?presentec_l in
observer status. "That’s because of Khalidy,” an _lsraeh_uf—
ficial said. But U.S. officials later denied this, noting
that Khalidy had met in the past with State Department
ite House officials.
un'fj\d‘v“:’al":iecin.‘led this along with Secretary of State Shultz
and others-in order to keep the consultation unofficial in
nature and with an academic environment,” Carter said
when asked about the Reagan administration participa-
tion. “It will be conducted under the auspices of Emory

University.”

-

OFFICIAL REPRESENTATIVES OF Middle East-
ern countries, however, will “speak for their govern-
ments,” he said.

Among those expected to attend are several former U.S.
officials, including Cyrus Vance, Zbigniew Brzezinski, Sol
Linowitz, Philip Habib, Joseph Sisco, Harold Saunders
and William Quandt. The Cartér Center also announced
official representatives from Saudi Arabia (Minister of
Health Ghazi El-Ghosaibi), Jordan (Crown Prine Hassan
and Minister of Information Adnan Abu-Awdah), Egypt

. (a presidential advisor, Osama El-Bagz), Syria (Minister of

State for Foreign Affairs Faruk Al-Sharaa), and Lebanon
(a presidential advisor, Wadi Haddad). Conference coor-
dinator is Dr. Kenneth Stein of Emory University.

“We hope to explore as deeply as is humanly possible

the various elements that comprise the continuing con-

flict in the Middle East, and to bring together both official

" and unofficial and acadmic spokesmen of the different na-

tions involved — along with people in our country who
have been active in the Mideast peace search, both within
my own administration and in the adminstrations of
Presidents Nixon and Ford, and to provide a just forum,”
Carter said.

He expressed hope that as a result of the discussions
“some options and some recommendations of progress to-
ward peace” might be made.

The Carter conference affords Israel an opportunity to
deal directly with influential offjcials from several Arab
countries — something Israel has sought for many years.
But the presence of Khalidy may kill that opportunity.
And that, in turn, would severely weaken the importance
of the entire consultation. '
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The Jerusalem Post

Page Five

FORMER PRESIDENT Jimmy
arter snys it is imperative that the
#S. und lsrael fully coordinate
their steategies in the aftermath of
the terrorist attack on U.S. Marine
headquurters in Beirut this week,
“I do belicve that it is necessary
throughout this Lebanese crisis for
*1stael and the US. to consult as
“Mosely us possible,” Carter said in
uh interview with The Jerusalem
“Ppst
* “But he responded cautiously to a
froposul by former secretary of
“tate Menry Kissinger that the U.S.
Yedcourage @ more active lsracli
‘filitary response in Lebanon as &
f'ﬁunlcrwcighl to Syrian activity in
Yfecent months
Yi“I'm averse lo more aggressive
military postures in Lebanon,” he
“sdid. 1 think that in general the
*hiilitary postures have been 100 ng-
‘gressive. But I'm nol trying to com-
“ment on Kissinger's comments
because | really don't understand
just what he had in mind.”
“"The former president, who was
"Bpsy preparing for his November
“Middle East Consultation™ at
“Emory University in Atlanta, which
"He is co-chairing with former presi-
‘dent Gerald Ford, sald he ays
“tegarded larnel as a strategic nsset
"1 the United States.
« "1 think the best way jo answer
*thut question is 1o refer back to my
"¢wn administration — to the
wimount of investment that [ made
wpersonally and to the amount that
my secretaries of state made in
bringing about Increased secu
“for lsrael and increased peace
‘Ner neighbours,” he sald,
“Secondly, I think If you examine
the figures — and they are readily
“iivailable and probably known to
ou — the level of American aid for
“Yirael was indicative of the value
“that we placed on the relationship.
“Xnd we never devisted, as you
probubly know, from the record in
“our commitment to larael.™

CARTER CONTINUED: "Thers
Ayere never any threats to Israel of
withdrawal of our support, things of
that kind, even though obviously on
occusion the policies of Prime
Minister Begin and my opinion
where quite at odds. But we always
worked with mutual respect and |
think recognized the value of that
glose relationship.”

U

The Jerusalem Post’'s Washington Correspondent Wolf Blitzer talks to the former US. president

vy Carter, who had sulfered through
the 444-day hostage ordenl in lran,
was shaken by the tragedy in Beirut.
* He expressed concern “about the
situation over there and the
vulnerability of our Marines and the
need 1o strengthen our contingent
“there, at least until.we can ascertain
“IT the policy is leading towards an
improved situation concerning the
Meithdreowal of foreien forces and

Prppisrie bt v il o iyl

Rlso 1o T:ter]nlm: the willingness of
Uiffiel#bdnese to Yoik oul thél 'own

fqiklebm:cl,ln '3 ;'i’éhl'ul waf™ ' i
Fedidett REdgan: e aaid, kbt
Mow sitply withdraw the marines
May a resull of alerrorist attack.”
Carter mid he called Degin last
September 17, the fith anniversary
M7 th= Camp David aczords, 1 1o'd
;rim I wax thinkisg nhouwt him that

v .

riswe )|

Jimmy Carter }

tells

The Post:

4

“US.and Israel
- must cooperate’

I oamera Prowi

™ Carter descrived Camp David s
™iun historic move towards peace,”
hind Begin, he sid, “responded with
+good wishes (o me. He seemed Lo be

uite strong in voice. It was a fairly
. riel but congenial conversation.”

wi Cnrter was conyinced that lsrael's
Yatest economic austerity measures
,would help Tsrael to weather the
gauirreal e, He rejecled sugged-
tons that lsracl’s pre-occupation
“With domegtic political snd
seonomic headaches was resulting
wm a reduced lsraeli Interest in
foreign affairs.

o I'm absolutely certain,” he said,
~that Israel la not forgetting about
Foreign policy, but I think that with
the new government leaders coming
tn und some changes in the cabinet,
it"s imperative that they address the

economic question. My impression
is thut they've addressed it quite
forcelully and, I think, with politicsl
‘eourage.”

¢~ Carter said he had not received
'dny specific information from
Washington about the identity of
ithe terrorists involved in the Belrut
:ri_ltpnrl massacre

"'SINCE LEAVING the White House
‘In January 1981, Carter has spent a
-vonsiderable amount of his time
thinking about the Arab-lIsraeli con-
Tlict. His involvement in the Middle
Eust represented a major chunk of
his recently published memoirs.
After touring the region several
'"months ago, he returned home
determined to put together a con-
ference on the Middle East st his
new base in Atlanta — the Carter

Cenire  teganorarily housed ll.




. The centre will eventually be

based at u $25 million complex near

Emory that will include the Carter

presidential library and u presiden-

tinl museum. The centre received
rants from the Ford, Koret and
ockefeller [oundations for the
iddle Eust Coaference.

E' Carter was very dissppointed that
dhe lsracli government has ten-

suytively decided Lo boycott the con-

|¥erence, despitc un earlicr promise

Hirom Begin that lsrucl would be of-

icinlly represented.

" In u telaphone conversation In
early October, Isracl’s Ambassador
Meir Rosenne explained to Carter
thut lsruel would not participate
because Palestinian Professor Walid

~Khulidy of Hurvard University had

! been Invited. Rosenne inslated that
Khalidy wus u member of the PLO.

“That's contrary to the Informa-
tion we huve from the State Depart-

| ment und others in a E:I'm“ w0
know." suid Carter of Khalidy, who
is wlso wifilisted with the American

with the PLO, Carter replied:
“There are no others who
reasonably be re| “od s belng
members of the PLO.

IN A STATEMENT, the Carter
Centre said that more than thres
dozen statcsmen, policy-makens,
and scholars had sccepted invita-
tions to nmn-.d‘)m?J gnll':lfcnu from
November 6-9. ciul represen-
(atives, it said, will include Crown
Prince Hassan of Jordan; Ssudl
Heulth Minister Ghazi El-Ghosalbi;
Egyptian presldential adviser
Osama El-Baz; Lebancse n-
tial wdviser Wadi Haddad; and
Syrian Minister Tfssl:alu for Forcign
Affuirs Furuk Al-Sharaz.
Bethlechem Mayar Elias Frel] has
accepted an invitation to join
Khalidy in rcprmn:lr? the Palestl-
nian community. Jordan Informa-
lion Minister Dr. Adnan Abu-
Awduh is also expected 1o atend.
The Rgagan administration,
Carter said, will utch observers
but they will pot in the discus-

shdis

Secrctury of Stater

in order’ 1o, keep the econsultalicn
unofficial in nature and within an
scademic environment. It will be
conducied under the auspices of
Emory University."

The official representatives of the i

other Middle Last countries,
however, will “speak for thelp
governments,” he suid.

“We decided this along with.
others

Also participating will be several
former U.S. officials — secretary of
state Cyrus Vance, ambassador
Philip Hubib, ambassador Sol
Linowitz, national ity advi
Zbigniew Brzezinaki, under-
secretary of state Joseph Sisco, as-
sistunt sécretary Harold' Saunders

and Natlonal Security Council Mid-

die East staffer Willlam Quandt.

Isrucli Middle East academic
specialists who are expected to al-
tend include professors lama.
Rabinovich, Haim Shaked and
Yechoshua Porath. Dr. Adnan
Bukhit and Dr. Abbas Kclidar from
Jordun will also attend, as will Dr,
Ame Mohicddin from the Univer-
sity of Cairo and Dr, Azziz Shukri of
the University of Damascus.

European scholars include Dr.
Udo Stelnback of West Germany
and Dr. Dominique Molsi of
France. U.S. academics expected to
attend include Dimitri Simes of the
Carncgie Endowment, Oles
Smolansky of Lehigh University,
Bernard Wasserstein of Brandeis,
and Steven Splegel of UCLA.

CONFERENCE COORDINATOR
Professor Kenneth W, Siein, of
Emory, has clearly ambitious hopes
for the conference: It is our hope
that the consultation will give ws &
clearer understanding of the root
causes of the conflict in the region,
and the great potential advantages
of & new move towards peace,” he
said. **It is possible that new insights
may spawn the development of
action-oriented policy suggestions
for the aren,” he ulJ

Carter sald he had personally dis-
cussed the matter of official lsracli
participation with Ambassador
Meir Rosenne and then with Prime
Minister Yitzhak Shamir.

“My understanding.” he said, “'is
that the government has decided
not 1o send an official represen-
tative. My hope is that they will do
10. | think it would be very good for
the conference and also, in my judg-
ment, it would give a fine fotum for
the lsracli government to par-
tktr:u with others and to express
their plans and their ideas for

m towards peace o a very
sudience in this country and
in other nutions.”

ACCORDING TO Carter, Shamir
promised to get back in touch and

to give laracl's final wnswer alter
dhcnmln!. the question with other
ris.

“We've been very careful not to
invite uny representatives of the
PLO to purticipate,” said Curler.
“The only person who has been
mentioned to me by Ambassador
Rosenne was Professor Walid

and, of course, he ks not a member
of the PLO or its edecutive council
— as hus been alleged by some."”

ISRAEL EMBASSY officials,
however, shurply rejected Carter's
contention. They insisted that thay
were absolutely certaln thyt Khalidy

was “the Intellgctual backbone of =
the PLO." They expressed doubt
that lsruel would fally join In
the conference In Alll.nl;’.' .

To further support their point,
they suld the Reagan adminlsiration
wlso hud decided not 1o particlpate
in the official dislogue — only to at-
tend us observers. “That's because
of Khalldy," an lsracll officlal sald,

But US. officials later denled
this, noting that Khalidy has met in
the past with State Department and,
White House aldes,

Asked to explaln the purpose of
the conference, Carter sald:

“We hope to explore as desply "
is humanly possible the varjous ele-
ments In the continuing conflict in
the Middle East, and 1o bring
logether both official spokeamen
and ulso unofficial and scademic
spokesmen of the different nations
Involved — along with people in our

country who hiuve been uctive in the
Mideast peace search, both within
my own admimistration and in the
udministrations of presidents Nixon
and Ford, and 10 provide & just
forum.™

Carter suid he hoped that as o re-
sult of the discussions, “sume oplions
and some recommendations for
progress towards peace in the
Tuture" might be made

CARTER WAS encouruged by
US. policy in tho Middle East a
yeur ago when Reagan released his
peuce initiative. “But, of course,
there was minimal il any progress
made us u result of that,” he said.

“*So we recognize Lhere's obvious-
ly u diversity of opinion," Carter

continued. “The Mideasl issues are

controversiul and very confusing.
We hope to provide some element
of increased understanding and
communication, That's the purpose
of the conference.

“We're not trying to creatc &
nqmium;gulmusphcrc We've rua-
runiced the goverminents in
letter signed jointly by me and
President Ford that he and I will
purticipate in all the public discus-
sions to prevent any violation of
nutionsl sensitivities so that there
wouldn't be any problem between
Syriu und lsruel or isrscl and the
Pulestinians, and we could maintain
thut gavironment of, first of all, free
discussions, and, secondly, of con-
structive consuhution, and, thirdly,
that no one will be embarrassed.”

The Carter confersnce affords
Isruel an opportunity to deal direct-
ly with influential officials from
severul Arab countries —
something lsrael has sought for
many years. But the presence of
Khulidy muy kill that opportunity.

And that, in turn, would un-
doubtedly weaken the importance
of the entire consultation.
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d Why Israel
won't be at
Carter forum

- By WOLF BLITZER
Jerusalem Post Correspondent

WASHINGTON. — Former Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter says it is im-
perative that the U.S. and Israel
fully coordinate their strategies in
the aftermath of the terrorist attack

. on U.S. Marine headquarters in
Beirut last week.

*| do believe that it is necessary
throughout this Lebanese crisis for
Israel and the U.S. to consuit as
closely as possible,” Carter said in

. an interview with The Jerusalem
& “ Post. “

* But he responded cautiously to a
proposal by former secretary of
stutc Henry Kissinger that the U.S.
encourajje a more active Israeli
military response in Lebanon as a
counterweight to Syrian activity in
recent months. )

L “I'm averse (0 more aggressive
military postures in Lebanon,” be
said. *1 think that in general the

\

ment on Kissinger's comments
s bocause~t reaily~dow’t-understand
_-' just what he had in-mind.”

' bus paring for -his November
/ “M!:dg;:"Em Consultation™ at

4 We is cochairing with former presi-
. dent Gerald Ford, said he always
. megarded [srdei as a strategic asset

military postures have been too ag-:
gressive. But I'm not trying to com- |

. " The former president; who was |

' Emory University.-in Atlanta, which’

® s ®o.the United States.-- - \. - )

The Jerusalem Post Weekly, October-November 5, 1983

*1 think the best way to answer

- that question is to refer back to my
. awn administration. — to the
- amaunt of investment that [ made

personally- and to the amount that
my secretaries of state made in
bringing about increased. security
for Israel and increased peace with
her neighbours,” he said.

*Secondly, [ think if you examine
the figures — and they are readily
available and probably known to
you — the level of American aid for
Israel was indicative of the value
that we placed on the relationship.
And we never deviated, as you
probably know, from the record in
our commitment to [srael.”

Jimmy Carter continued: “There
were never any threats to Israel of

-withdrawal of our support, things of

that kind, even though obviously on
occasion the policies of Prime
Minister Begin and my opinion
were quite at odds. But we always

- worked with mutual respect and [

think recognized the value of that
close relationship.”™

Carter, who had suffered through
the 444-day hostage ordeal in Iran,
was shaken by the tragedy in Beirut.

He expressed concern “‘about the
situation over there and the
vulnerability of our Marines and the
meed to strengthen our contingent
there, at least until we can ascertain
if the policy is leading towards an
improved situation concerning the
withdrawal of foreign forces and
also to determine the willingness of
the Lebanese to work out their own
vy e (Continued o page 4.) .
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(Continued from page 1)
differences in a peaceful way.”

President Reagan, he said, cannot
now simply withdraw the marines
*as a result of a terrorist attack.”

Carter said he called Begin last
September 17, the fifth anniversary
of the Camp David accords. I toid
him | was thinking about him that
day.”

Carter described Camp David as
*an historic move ‘towards peace,”
and Begin, he said, “‘responded with
good wishes to me. He seemed to be
quite strong in voice. It was a fairly
brief but congenial conversation.”

Since leaving the White House
in January IQST. Carter has spent a
considerable amount of his time
thinking about the Arab-Israeli con-
flict. His involvement in the Middle
East represented a major chunk of
his recently published memoirs.

After touring the region several
months ago, he returned home
determined to put together a con-
ference on the Middle East at his
new base in Atlanta — the Carter
Centre, ‘temporarily housed at
Emory University.

The centre will cventually be
based at a $25 million complex near
Emory that will include the Carter
presidéntial library and a presiden-
tial museum. The centre received
grants from the Ford, Koret and
* Rockefeller foundations for the

. Middle East. Conference.

Carter was very disappointed that
the Israeli” government has ten-
tatively decided to boycott the con-
ference, despite an carlier promise
from Begin that Israel would be of-
ficially repmcmad. >

“‘In & ‘conversation in-
carly October, Israel’'s Ambassador
Meir Rosenne explained to Carter

: JIMMY CARTER FORUM

that Israel would not participate
because Palestinian Professor Walid
Khalidy of Harvard University had
been invited. Roseane insisted that
Khalidy was a member of the PLO.

(One lsraehi official said Khalidy
was “The intellectual backbone of
the PLO.”

“That's contrary to the informa-
tion we have from the State Depart-
ment and others in a position to
know,” said Carter of Khalidy, who
is also affiliated with the American
University in Beirut. Asked if other
Palestinians invited were associated
with the PLO, Carter replied:
“There are no others who could
reasonably be regarded as being
members of the PLO.” -

"In a statement, the Carter
Centre said that more than three
dozen statesmen, pohcy-makers.
and scholars had accepted invita-
tions to attend the conference from
November 6-9. Official represen-
tatives, it said, will include Crown

" Prince Hassan of Jordan; Saudi

Health Minister Ghazi El-Ghosaibi;
Egyptian presidential adviser
Osama El-Baz; Lebanese presiden-

tial adviser Wadi Haddad; and"”

Syrian Minister of State for Foreign
Affairs Faruk Al-Sharaa. "
_ Bethlehem Mayor Elias Freij has
accepted an invitation to join
Khalidy in representing the Palesti-
nian community. Jordan I[nforma-
tion M_rinistet Dr. Adnan Abu-
Awdah is also expected to attend.
The Reagan administration,
Carter said, will dispatch observers
hutheymﬂnozmnmthedhcm—

Also

-'fmUS.alﬂml: .bcutlryd
- state Cyrus. Vance, ambassador

Phnhp Habib, ambassador Sol

|

“sistant secretary Harold Saunders

Linowitz, national security adviser
Zbigniew Brzezinski, under-
secretary of state Joseph Sisco, as-

and National Security Council Mid-
dle East staffer William Quandt.
Israeli Middle East academic

specialists who are expected to at-
tend include professors Itamar |
Rabinovich, Haim Shaked and |
Yehoshua Porath.

Asked to explain the purpose of
the conference, Carter said:

“We hope to explore as deeply as .

is humanly possible the various ele-
ments in the continuing conflict in
the Middle East, and to bring
together both official spokesmen
and also unofficial and academic
spokesmen of the different nations
involved — along with people in our
country who have been active.in the-
Mideast peace search, both within
my own administration and in the
administrations of presidents Nixon
and Ford, and to provide a just
forum.™

Carter was encouraged by
U.S. policy in the Middle East a
year ago when Reagan released his
peace . initiative. “But, of course,
there was minimal if any progress
made as a result of that,” he said.

*So we recognize there's obvious-:
ly a diversity of opinion,” Carter
continued. *The Mideast issues are

“controversial and very confusing.

We hope to provide some element
of increased understanding and
communication. That’s the purpose
of the conference.”

The Carter conference affords
Israel an o rtunity to deal direct-
ly with ial officials from

-severzl Arab countries —
- something Israel has sought for |
many years. But the presence of -

Khalidy may kill that opportunity’

And that, in turn, would un-
doubtedly weaken the importance
of the entire consultation.

The Jerusalem Post Weekly, October-November 5, 1983
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BEHIND THE SCENES WITH PEOPLE IN THE HEADLINES

For professor,
the world is
his classiroom

As a high school senior in
Hempstead, N.Y., Ken Stein
was selected as an “ambassa-
dor” and spent six months in
Japan. The next year, he es-
corted 165 Japanese across the
USA.

Now Stein, 37, is going big
time. The Emory University
history professor suggested
and organized the Middle East
conference of government offi-

cials and academics being-

hosted Sunday through
Wednesday by former Presi-
dents Jimmy Carter and Ger-
ald Ford.

“Ken was always interested
in history, even when he was as
young as 5 years old,” recalls
mother, Mathilda Stein.

tured by Professor John Jo-

“He was very highly moti-
vated,” says Joseph. “B
Jewish, he was jubilant after
the' 1967 war that Israel had
won. But while here, he real-
ized that there was a great deal
to the Arab side.” Joseph re-

members being struck by a let-
ter Stein had published in the
New York Times that was criti-
cal of Israel and says that by
graduation, Stein held an dis-
passionate view,

As a graduate student at the
University of Michigan, he
spent two years in Israel and
wrote a doctoral dissertation
on the sale of Palestinian land
between 1917 and 1936. The
work is the basis of a book be-
ing released next year.

Since joining the Emory fac-
ulty in 1977, Stein has found
time to do much more than
teach. He has a twice-monthly
cable TV show called World in
Review and is also a fellow
at the Carter Center.

As a teacher, Stein is regard-
ed as demanding. “He can be
intimidating because he's so
smart,” says one student, Les-
lie Deming, “but he’s fair.” His
exam style is definitely not
multiple-choice; one final con-
tained a single, three-hour
question: “Discuss Middle East
history from 1789 to the pre-
sent.”

Stein’s year of work on the

By David Tulis, USA fom.v
STEIN: Coordinates Middle
East conference. :

conference, being held in At-
lanta, was highlighted by a
three-week, seven-country
jaunt in March with Carter and
four others. The commitments
they lined up then have been
honored, except by Israel,
which decided this fall not to
send a government representa-
tive because of distress about a
Palestinian who is coming.

If sensitivities are a prob-
lem, language is not. Stein
speaks Arabic, Hebrew,
French and German.

Tending to his duties has
made for some long workdays
for Stein, the father of three,
who habitually rises at 5 a.m.
and likes to put in hours at the
office before the phone starts

“The other night,” says
Stein, “my wife joked: ‘Ken, do
you think when this is all overI |
can make an appointment with
you for the kids and me?" "

— Ben Beach
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Planning for Mideast conference
has challenge of ofiending no one

By Esther M. Bauer

Slatt Wriler

Planning for former President
Jimmy Carter’s Middle East confer-
- ence, which begins Sunday at Emory
University, has been no small task,
given the political sensitivities of the
; participants.
.. Some of the five Middle Eastern
_.pations sending emissaries still lack
formal diplomatic ties with each
‘other, and factional jealousies have
presented conference coordinators
with a tedious list of logistical con-
cerns.
+ Seating arrangements at the four-
‘day conference, hotel accommoda-
. tions, daily transportation to and
_from hotels and even dietary customs
» have been scrutinized so as not to of-
fend anybody, said Kenneth W. Stein,
. dn associate professor of Near East-
ern history at Emory and chief coor-
dinator of the conference.

Former Presidents Gerald Ford
.and Carter — who will serve as
. moderators during the four days of
talks — gave heavy consideration to
‘the order in which the emissaries
would present their addresses, coordi-
nators said.

The conference is the inaugural

j of the Carter Center of
University, and for Stein. He
accompanied Carter to the Middle
East earlier this year and was ap-
pointed to coordinate the conference
+ because of his expertise in the region.

Stein, 37, is Jewish and spent two
years in Jerusalem before coming to
Emory in 1977.

“The logistics have been Hercu-
lean, but I get calmer as things inten-
sify around me,” said Stein, who
began planning the event six months
ago and is on a year’s leave of ab-
sence from the university.

“We have taken into account
everybody’s sensitivities and have
tried to plan for any of the various

ial areas of difficulty,” Stein

said. “I am keen to peopie’s social

and political ranking in the society

how close they are to decision-

makers in the countries in which they

operate and I have tried to factor
that in."

Even his past experience as a tour
guide has helped, Stein said.

“I have a long history of organiz-
ing," he said, ing the summer of
1968 when he was a tour guide. “I
was the only American among 163
Japanese in four rented Trailways
buses going from San Francisco to
New York. The experience taught me
to expect the unexpected — detours
to Las Vegas, lost passports.”

Stein said his association with
scholars in the Middle East was a
major benefit in compiling a list of
some three dozen scholars who will
attend the conference. Deciding who
to invite was important so that all
viewpoints would be represented
without the scholars’ objecting to
each other’s presence.

But Stein’s careful planning did not
stop Israel from withdrawing its
promised participation last month.
Israeli officials contended that Har-
vard professor Walid Khalidi would
be representing the Palestinian
Liberation Organization, and the
Israeli government officially with-
drew, despite assurances from the
U.S. State Department that Khalidi
was oot a PLO member.

Israeli officials eariier had ap-
proved the selection of the Harvard
professor to give the Palestinian
\newpomt. but then changed their
minds “because of different percep-
tions,” Stein said.

Now Israel’s role in the war-torn
region will be represented by Israeli
scholars.

Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Lebanon, Jor-
dan and Syria are sending govern-
ment tives to the confer-
ence. A representative of the Soviet
Union will also take part, speaking on
Soviet interests in the Middle East.

“Qur objective is to assess the
issues, the problems, the people, the
aspirations, the goals in the Middle
East,” Stein said.

The sessions will be held in the
Glenn Memorial Church Auditorium
and the Woodruff Center Administra-
tion Building auditorium on the

Emory campus.

Sessions will be open to the public,
but admission will be restricted to
people who obtained free tickets.




v...Friday, November 4, 1983

The Atllanta Journal .

Etiquette plays big peacekeeper role
in setting up Mideast talks at Emory

an associate professor of Near East-

By Esther M. Bauer
Statf Writer :

Planning for former President
Jimmy Carter's Middle East confer-
ence, which begins Sunday.at Emory
University, has ;
been no small
task, given the
political - sen-
sitivities of  the
participants. .

Some of - the
five Mideast na-
tions 5
emissaries 5til
lack formal |
diplomatic ' ties
with each other,.
and factional .
jealousies have Carter
presented conference  coordinators
with a tedious list of logistical con-
cerns.

Seating arrangements at the four-
day conference, hotel accommoda-
tions, daily transportation to and
from hotels and even dietary customs
have been scrutinized so as not to of-
fend anybody, said Kenneth W. Stein,

ern history at Emory and chiéf coor-

dinator of the conference.

Former Presidents Gerald Ford
and Carter — who will serve as
moderators during the four days of

talks — gave heavy consideration to -

the order in which the emissaries
would present their addresses, coordi-
nators said. ]

The conference is the inaugural

project of the Carter Center of

Emory University and for Stein. He
accompanied Carter to the Middle

. East earlier this year and was ap-

inted to coordinate the conference

ause of his expertise in the region.

Stein, 37, is Jewish and spent two
years in Jerusalem before coming to
Emory in 1977. '

“The logistics have been Hercu-
lean, but I get calmer as things inten-

sify around me,” said Stein, who'

began planning the event six months
ago and is on a year's leave of ab-
sence from the university.

“We have taken into account
everybody's sensitivities .and have
tried to plan for any of the various
potential areas of difficulty,” Stein

said. “I am keen to people’s social
and political ranking in the society
... how close they are to decision-
makers in the countries in which they
operate, and 1 have tried to factor
that in.” '

Even his experience as a tour
guide has helped, Stein said.

“I have a long history of organiz-
ing,” he said, recalling the summer of
1968 when he was a tour guide. "I
was the only American among 163
Japanese in four rented Trailways
buses going from San Francisco to:
New. York. The experience taught me
to expect the unexpected — detours
to Las Vegas, lost passports.”

Stein said his association with
scholars in the Mideast was a major
benefit in compiling a list of three
dozen scholars who will attend the
conference. Deciding who to invite
was important so that all viewpoints
would be represented without the
scholars objecting to each other’s
presence. '

But Stein’s careful planning did not
stop Israel from withdrawing its
promised participation last month.
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Carter conference on

lyElthﬂll.Bauor
Stal Writer

"~ With tensions in the Middle East
heightening almost daily, two former
U.S. presidents, along with govern-
ment officials and scholars from 10
nations, will gather at Emory Univer-
sity Sunday for a four-day conference
‘on that troubled region.
-+ Jimmy Carter and Gerald Ford
_will serve as chairmen for the long-
< 4 conference — sponsored by
in conjunction with the univer-
. sity. The conference officially begins
_..at 1 pm., when Carter and Ford give
' remarks in an Emory audi-
-forium that is usually reserved for
‘. geminars on medicine and disease.
- The conference is the inaugural
El':ject of the Carter Center of
: University, which Carter de-
as somewhat of a non-partisan
think tank to address global issues.
The center is temporarily housed on
the campus until a permanent struc-
ture is built nearby.

Conference organizers hope to
‘cover the complicated issues and
opinions in the Middle East by

resenting a wide range of speakers
Frum the war-torn region.

Although the conference has been
{bhlanned or months, recent events in
the Middle East, including terrorist
bombings in Beirut and infighting al-
mong militant Palestine Liberation
Organization factions, are likely to
fuel the talks.”

The format calls for speeches and
discussions — not o debates —
and it will be Carter's and Ford's
task to keep polemics at a minimum.

The gathering includes academi-
cians, former policy-makers and gov-
ernment emissaries from the United
States, the Soviet Union, France,
Germany and six Middle Eastern na-
tions.

One conspicuous absence will be
that of an official delegate from Is-
rael, which last month withdrew its
representative in protest of alleged
ﬂ:mclpamm by the PLO. Israel will

unofficially represented in two
separate  addresses by Israeli
scholars. .

The Middle East was a primary
concern of Carter's administration —
with the famed Camp David accords
between Egypt and Israel considered
a hallmark of Carter’s presidency.
Former Carter advisers Cyrus Vance
and Zbigniew Brzezinski will partici-
Bate in the conference; in addition to

hilip Habib, who was a special
envoy to the Middle East under both
Carter and Reagan.

Free tickets to each of the confer-
ence’s 10 separate sessions had been
available to the public, but the supply
ran out nearly two weeks ago, Stein
said.

Nine speakers are scheduled, fol-
lowed by questions and discussion
from academicians, officials — and
the public if time permits — prior to
a three-hour summation session

Mlddle East comes to Emory

Wednesday, Stein said.

The speakers include a consul from
the Soviet Embassy in Washington
and government representatives from
Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, Jordan, Syria
and Egypt.

The speakers in order of participa-
tion are:

Dr. Usamah al Baz of Egypt. He is
President Hosni Mubarak’s special
emissary for Arab affairs — 2 pm.
Sunday.

Prince Bandar bin Sultan, Saudi
Arabia’s ambassador to the United
States — 4 p.m. Sunday.

Dr. Wadi Haddad of Lebanon,
adviser for security affairs — 9 am.
Monday.

Alexander Zotov of the Soviet
Union, whose topic is “Soviet Union
Interests in the Middle East” — 1
p.m. Monda{

Farouk al Sharaa, Syrian minister
of state — 3 p.m. Monday.

Crown Prince Hassan, brother of
King Hussein of Jordan — 9 am.
Tuesday.

Meron Benvenisti, former vice
mayor of Jerusalem, to discuss issues
in the West Bank — 1:15 p.m. Tues-

daﬁr

Haim Schaked, an Israeli
scholar — 3 p.m. 'l‘uesday

Dr. Walid Khalidi, a Palestinian
professor at Harvard University — 9
a.m. Wednesday.

Three hours of summary discus-
sions end when the conference ad-
journs at 4:30 p.m. Wednesday.

6T “9 I9quUanoy
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Carter, Ford oppose retaliation in Beirut

By Esther M. Bauer '

Stufi Writer

Two former presidents agreed Sunday
that US. retaliation for the Oct. 23 bomb-
ing of the Marine headquarters in Beirut
would forestall peace and only aggravate
tensions in the warring region. '

“In my view, we should keep our cool.
... It is time for thoughtful review of
policies in Lebanon,” former President

W Pictures from Emory conference.
Page 1-E. :

Gerald Ford said at the opening of a four-
day Middle East conference, which began
ml]i at Emory University.

til it is determined who is responsi-
ble, added former President Jimmy
Carter, the conference’s co-host, who held

a joint pews conference with Ford, “It
would be counterproductive and inappro-
priate . .. to base military action on
unsubstantiated allegations.”

~ Although high hopes prevailed that
innovative peace rroposals for the Middle
East would arise from the conference, US.
policies in the region came under severe
criticism from Arabic government officials
attending the talks.

But the presence of Cartér and Ford. as
. well as dignitories from 10 other nations. gave

* the Woodrufi 'Medical Center Auditorium Build- -

+ing, a towering red-tiled monument on the
» Iringes of the Emory campus, the ambience of
an armed camp.

massive German shepherds sniffed the confer-
ence area for possible explosives. Eyeryone
entering had to pass through meta] detectors.
Sharpshooters perched on rooftops, and more
than 60 uniformed police officers, as well as Se-
cret Service agents, patrolled the area.
Demonstrators, most representing neigh-
borhood groups opposed to a highway planned

o e m e o ——————

and chanted outside the universjty’s main gates.

-

) The list of participants inc
' mer movers and shakers as Carfer Secretary of

in conjunction with Carter's presidential ljbrary
and a permanent public policy center, marched

While diplomats and scholars to the Middle
East conference waited elsewhere Sunday, two -

Rented limousines cruised opto the usually
| quiet campus to pick up and les off dignitaries, -
such for-

| State Cyrus R. Vance, Carter pational security -

: affairs adviser Zbigniew Brrzezinski and Phili
! Habib, who was Mideast negatiator for botr

| Carter and Reagan. Reagan admipistration “ob- -

! servers” were expected. D

N Notable among the missing were. Istaeli

» government representives. In October, “they

» withdrew their promised participation in pro-

i test of a Palestinian speaker invited to the

! talks. They contended that Dr, Walid Khalidi, a -

+ Harvard professor, was a member of the Pales-

i tine Liberation Organization, despite assurances .

\ from the US. State Department that he was

i not

The involvement of Democratic apd

Republican former presidents in the talks
was crucial in obtaining participation by
Middle Eastern governments, Carter said.
The cordiality between the two — political
ts in the 1976 presidential cam-

gn — set the tone for the discussions
among the Middle Eastern representatives.

See CARTER. Page 4-A

The questions of Palestinian autonomy and
! Israel's presence in Lebanon were addressed
i early on as the two most pressing issues stand-
; ing in the way of peace.
“The Palestinian problem is the root cause
» of all the turmoil and evil in the Midde East," a
i former Israeli diplomat told the panel of speak-
» ers during one of two Sunday sessions.
' Another speaker implied that US. efferts
L to come up with a workable peace proposal in
» the Middle East so far have been “impotent.”
. Dr. Usamah al Baz, Egypt's adviser for po-
llitical affairs, was critical of Israel's invasion
1 of Lebanon in September 1982 and its continu-
{ ing occupation of that country, but he was opti-
! mistic that someday peace would be achieved.
“It is in the interest of Israel to have a

united Arab front where Egypt can play a role,”
Baz said.

His country has been virtually osjracized
by the Arab world because of the Camp David
ac_c:rds between Egypt and Israel in 1979, he
said.

The accords called for Israeli withdrawal
from the Sinai Peninsula, and other Arab na-
tions accused Egypt of negotiating without re-
gard o their positions. But Baz said the Camp
David agreements, together with successful
proposals fram the United Nations and the Rea-

an administration, could be used as the basis

- for future talks affecting all Arab nations and

Israel. i
“My feeling is that most Arabs have re-
solved themselves to the existence of the state
of Israel,” Baz said.

=
o
g-
®
H
~J
; A -
O
ANDY SHARP/Staft @
Lebanon’s Wadi Haddad at reception
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Both Baz and the Saudi Arabian represen-
tative, Prince Bandar bin Sultan, said that the
United States has érred in the past in dealing .
with each Arab nation as a single entity. ’

The Arab world must be dealt with as a
whole, Sultan said.

“1 am here to admit that, yes, we are
moderate,” Sultan said of Saudi Arabia’s role in
the Middlé East. “But moderation must not be
confused with consent. It does not mean we con-
sent to the fundamental injustice to the Pales-
tinian people.” ;

He echoed concerns that no peace can be

achieved as long as Israel remains in Lebanon,

- Where an 8-year civil war among warring Mos- -
lem and Christian factions has ravaged the.:
country. “

“A just and honorable lasting peace for all*

arties in the Middle East can be worked out,” :
ultan said. “If it cannot, the Lord help us.”

In an address to a banquet Sunday night at
the Colony Square Hotel, Carter said he “is
aware of the growing differences between our
government and the government of Israel.”

. “Now we are down to the root causes of
the conflict,” he said referring to the question
of Palestinian autonomy and the withdrawal of
Israel from occupied territories.

Carter reiterated the suggestion that all-the,
Mideast agreements over the years be used as
the groundwork for new negotiations.

Ford, meanwhile, warned that “time is of
the essence. We cannot have everything drift
into a continuing stalemate. It is not only
important for that section of the world but for
the free world as a whole.”

Carter

The Middle East conference is the first
major event sponsored by the Carter Center of
Emory University and will review events of the
past five years in the region in addition to as-
sessing the prospects for- peace, eonomit coop-
eration, cultural exchange and security agree-
ments among the warring nations. - 4 .-

Middle Eastern issies were chosen.as the.
inaugural project because Carter, who is a part-
time professor at Emory, designed the center as:
a think tank for scholarly research on global:
concerns. The center is temporarily housed on
the main Emory campus until permanent facili-
ties are constructed nearby in a complex that,
also will include the Jinimy Carter Presidentiai :
Library. = i -

The Woodruff Medical Center had some of .
the that flavor Sunday with tElmftog_raphs of
Carter sipping orange juice with sultans hang-

_ing on the walls beside blowups of the yellow'

legal paper he used to scribble a tough draft of
the historic Camp David accords, ° S
Carter and Ford called the conference a-

rostivé step toward resolving the d}éCades-Ole

staeli-Arab conflict. _ .
“We know that to do nothing would be non-

productive. . . . We hope that we can come .

with something of benefit down the road,” For

said. o o2

Carter predicted that the talks could lead
to follow-up consultations with government
leaders in the Middle East. '




@y Carter listeas to Gerald Ford during press conference Cyrus Yasee during Sunday's comsaltation on Egypt ! A contemplative Ford listens as Egypt’s stand is di

he search for a solution . . .

They came from around the; United States,
from around the world. Scholars, diplomats,
former presidents, hard-liners; moderates.
People who have worked to advance the
cduse of peace in one of the most troubled
parts- of the world gathered at the Carter
Center of Emory University Sunday to talk
for the next four days about how that goal
might be met.

The list ‘of movers and shakers from this
country alone was almost as weighty as the
problems they addressed.

Former Presidents Jimmy Carter and Ger-
ald Ford; Cyrus Vance, Carter's secretary of
state; Philip Habib, special envoy to the
Middle East who negotiated the PLO's
withdrawal from Beirut. And many others.
Full coverage of the conference begins on

Page L-A.
oao

Staff Phetes
Cheryl Bray
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By WILLIAM E. SCHMIDT
Special to The New York Times
ATLANTA, Nov. § — Former Presi-
dents Jimmy Carter and Gerald R.
Ford said today that the United States
should avoid military retaliation at this

bombing

weeks ago in Beirut.

“To guess who is responsible, or to
| base a military action on unsubstanti-

| ated allegations, would be a very seri-

'ous mistake." said Mr. Carter.
Presidents Are Co-~chairmen

very thoughtful
review of our policy in Lebanon, as well
as in the Middle East,"” Mr. Ford said.

nese problem."”
“They have to be attacked simulta-
neously,” he added.

95-Carat Diamond in Siberia
MOSCOW, Nov. § (AP) — Miners in

1983

Carter and Ford Oppose U.S. Retaliation in Beirut
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THE WASHINGTON POST

Restraint

In Mideast
Endorsed

Ex-Presidents Open

Carter Center Talks

By Art Harris
Special to The Washington Post

ATLANTA, Nov. 6—Tiwo former
presidents urged President Reagan
today to “keep cool” for fear that any
U.S. military retribution for the
deaths of the more than 230 U.S.
servicemen in Beirut .could damage
prospects for long-term peace in the
Middle East.

A military response to the terror-
ist attack would be “counterproduc-
tive” and should be ruled out unless

“our Marines are in danger,” said
Jimmy Carter.
“We should keep our cool,” said

Gerald R. Ford. “We should not lash
out in some reckless-military adven-
ture or withdraw [the Marines} pre-
cipitously. It is time. for thoughttul
review of our policy—and then
strong actaon once ‘we' ‘decide what
our policy is.”

The former adversaries, who
squared off bitterly in 1976, showed.
bipartisan chummmess as cohosts of
a four-day seminar on the Middle
East that began today at. Emory
University. M

—————
SUPREME COURT
CALENDAR- ©

The Supreme Court will hear oral

arguments from 10 to 3 today in the

following cases.

Case No, 82-418. Kosak v. U.S. Federal Tort Claims
Act. Can U.S. Customns Service be sued for negligent
damage to private property it has seized? (1hr.)

Case No. 82-1200. Dailv incorme Fumd Inc. v. Fox. In=
vestrment Company Act. Procedures for mutual fund
investors who sue lo recover excessive fees from
investment advisers. (1 hr.)

Case No. 02-1095. Fulley v. Harris. Death penalty,
Must state courts review death senfences lo see if
iney are in line with sentences in similar crimes? (1
hr.)

Case No. 82-960, NLRE v. City Disposal Svslerns Inc.
National Labor Relations Act. MERA orotections for
individual . empioves asserting. rights undcr union
contract. (e . g

. CARTER
"CENTER

United s [nternational

Former presidents: Carter and Ford advise against military response to Beirut attack.

The inaugural project for the Car-
ter Center drew about three dozen
statesmen, academics and policy
makers, including a Seviet diplomat.
Carter describes his center as a non-
partisan think tank that will address
global issues, perhaps sitting down
enemies to talk it out with Carter as
referee—a role he performed as pres-

" ident at Camp David with Israel and

-

The day crackled with the trap-
pings of power reminiscent of the
glory ‘days of the ex-presidents: lim-
ousines, the television networks and
a crack public relations staff that
served' melon balls and biscuits. The
list of participants included such for-
mer movers and-shakers as: Carter
secretary of state Cyrus R. Vance,
Carter national security affairs ad-
viser Zbigniew Brzezinski and Philip
Habib, who was Mideast negotiator
for both Carter and Reagan. Reagan
administration “observers” were ex-
pected.

Security was tight, reflecting Mid-
east tensions: On hand were 60 to 70
police officers, sharpshooters patrol-
ling rooftops, . bomb-sniffing dogs,
two persons with metal detectors,
campus police, Secret Service agents
and paramedics. “We've got every-
thing: but armored. personnel carri-

ers,” said a Deka[b County pnhce
otficer.

Carter called the conference “un-
precedented in scope and nature”
and said he hoped it would provide a
nonpartisan forum for each country
to educate “the public and air its
views on Mideast conflict tree from
political pressures.

But the Israelis sent only regrets
and professors after hearing that the
Palestine Liberation Organization:
would be represented. Harvard Uni-
versity Professor Walid Khalidi was
invited to present the PLO view.
The governments of Egypt, Jordan,
Lebarion, Syria and Saudi Arabia
sent representatives,

No papers will be presented, but
transcripts: of the talks will be bound -
and published. “It's possible that
new insights [gained here] may
spawn the development of action-
oriented policy suggestions for the
area,” said conference organizer Ken
Stein, associate professor of Near
Eastern history at Emory.

But other participants were less
impressed. Asked what the confer-
ence might yield, Yehoshua Porath
of Hebrew University in Jerusalem
said, “What can come of it? Nothing.
But it's goodsenough as an academic
exercise.” -
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AGAINST REVENGE: Carter (left), Ford give iheir views on situation in Middle East.

Keep our cool’

Ex-presidents Carter and Ford agree that U.S.
must not retaliate for Marines’ deaths in Beirut

By Esther M. Bauer
Staft Writer

Two former presidents agreed Sunday that
U.S. retaliation for the Oct. 23 bombing of the Ma-
rine headquarters in Beirut would forestall peace
and only aggravate tensions in the warring region.

“In my view, we should keep our cool .... It

is time for thoughtful review of policies in Leba-
non,” former President Gerald Ford said at the
. opening of a four-day Middle East conference,
' which began Sunday at Emory University.
Until it'is determined who is responsible,
' added former President Jimmy Carter, the confer-
ence’s co-host, who held a joint news conference
with Ford, “It would be counterproductive and
inappropriate . . . to base military action on
unsubstantiated allegations.”

The conference entered its second day today
with a schedule featuring speakers from Lebanon.
Syria and the Soviet mon. Alexander Zotov, po-
litical counselor at the Soviet Embassy in Wash-
ington, was scheduled to outline “Soviet Union
;merests in the Middle East" in an afternoon ad-

ress.

Atal oo, ok 8

from the conference, US. policies in the region
came under severe criticism from Arabic govern-
ment officials attending the talks.

The involvement of Democratic and Republi-
can former presidents- in the talks was crucial in
obtaining participation by Middle Eastern govern-
ments, Carter said. The cordiality between the two
— political opponents in the 1976 presidential
campaign — set the tone for the discussions
among the Middle Eastern representatives.

But the presence of Carter and Ford, as well
as dignitaries from 10 other nations, gave the
Woodruff Medical Center Auditorium Building, a
towering red-tiled monument on the fringes of the
Emory campus, the ambience of an armed camp.

While diplomats and scholars at the Middle
East conference waited elsewhere Sunday, two
massive German shepherds sniffed the conference
area for possible explosives. Everyone entering
had to pass through metal detectors. Sharpshoot-
ers perched on rooftops. and more than 60 uni-
formed police officers, as well as Secret Service
agents, patrolled the area.
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Carter, Ford: ‘Keep our cool’

STRONG ADVICE: Carter, Ford think alike on Beirut retaliaton at Emory University

By Roger Grigg, AP
confersnce.

By Jobn Bead /7 /J5
USA TODAY '

ATLANTA — The USA

President Reagan has
vowed (0 [srael's Prime Mints-
ter Yltzhak Shamir that “ter-
rorism must not and will not be
allowed to achieve i3 objec-
dves”

Carter and Ford aiso agreed
that Yasser Arafat's fading
struggie to retain control of the

Liberation Organiza-

| Special for USA TODAY

Sunday victories — some
come-{rom-behind wins —

| pushed five National Footbail

League teams out front a3 piay-
off favorites.

The.teams to watch, with six
weeks left in the season:

B AFC: The Pittsburgn Steei-
ers (8-2), Miami Doliphins (7-3)
and Los Angetes Raiders (7-3).

B NFC: The Dailas Cowboys
(9-1), and defending Super
Bowl champion Washington
Redskins (8-2),

In Sunday’s key games:

BDalias came from behind
for the ninth time this season to
beat Philadeiphia, 27-20.

B Los Angeles Raiders
fraviiad until fourth quarter, but
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Tensions beginning
to mount at forum
on Mideast crisis

By Esther M. Bauer
Staft Writer

The increasingly tense Syrian-American relations
prompted a strident exchange Monday between a former
US. diplomat and a Syrian emissary at the Middle East
conference at Emory University.

Israel “could not get away invading Lebanon” or its
continued occupation there without the backing of the
United States, said Farouk al-Sharaa, Syria's minister of
state for foreign affairs.

He also accused Israel and the United States of block-
ing peace in the war-torn region.

But Joseph Sisco, Middle East adviser during the
Carter administration and a member of a that lis-
tened to Sharaa's remarks, replied, “We as ans are
not sure of what the Syrians want ... to portray us in a
one-sided manner? . . . I want to express my disappoint-
ment at what I have heard in the last 15 minutes.”

That prompted Sharaa to respond, “Sisco wants no
peace in the Middle East. It's as simple as that.”-

The Syrian discussion came on the second day of the
four-day conference, sponsored by former President
a4 "8 Jimmy Carter and Emory University. Carter and former

CHERYL BRAY/Stati  President Gerald Ford are co-hosts.

Former President Ford during Monday discussion on Lebanon See CONFERENCE, Page 13-A
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The exchange between Sharaa and Sisco
me amid reports that Syrian troops are on
@rt in anticipation of American retaliation for
it month’s bombing in Beirut of Marine head-
;rtm in which more than 230 servicemen

ce on Middle Eastern issues was reduced to
argument about who is at.fan.it for the cur-
.Ltmuh!n in Lebanon. .
Sharaa maintained
s would have to include involvement by the
\lestine Liberation Organization, which is ada-
antly opposed by the Isrdeli government. -
Sharaa unwaveringly reiterated that Syrian
»ops would remain in Lebanon as.long:as
‘aeh troops are there.
Israel has said its occupation will cortinue
itil Syrian troops leave.
“We are ready to withdraw provided there
e no conditions imposed on Lebanon (by Is-
iel) and there isa IWpemntmnncethat
e Israelis are outside Lebanon,” Sharaa said.
A May 17 accord between Lebanon and Is-
@ would require the withdrawal of Isrseli
1d Syrian troops if Israel can maintain a
scurity-buffer zone in Lebanon.

—

-(-‘

The Syrian session of the eight-part confer-

‘recognize the agreement becausé it calls for Is-

% N o CHERYL BRAY/Statt

rmer U.S. envoy to Mideast P!uhp Habnh (Iefl), I’ormer Secretary of Stare Cyms Vance, Egypl rtpresentame Usamah al-Baz

e ot e LS. bttt 5.

e s ] | s . bt A d
= s, Pl B

=

Conference

Sharaa .
The Syrian minister said Syria would not

rael to maintain a 24-hour-a-day security vigil
inside Lebanese land.

He called Israel's US.-backed policies
“adventurous” and “brutal,” and based solely on
both countries’ interest in dominating the region
at the expense of Arab nations..

Sisco tedly said the United States
would help negotiations to achieve withdrawal
of Israeli and Syrian forces from Lebanon.

“You cannot be a party and a judge in the

. same dispute,” Sharaa responded. “We desire

peace ... but the domination and not the se-

curity of Israel is the real motive behind any
Israeli military action.” . -

The Syrian discussions were preceded Mon-
day by addresses by government emissaries
from Lebanon and the Soviet Union. .

Discussions among the panel of Lebanese
officials and an Israeli scholar were cordial and
centered on Lebanon’s weakened position.

Lebanese national affairs adviser Wadi
Haddad said he wished the withdrawal of all
foreign forces would “have happened yate:

changed ‘at 3: session imwplving a Russian
scholar from Johns Hopkins University in Balti-
more and a representative of the Soviet Union’s
embassy in Washington,

- At that session, Alexander Zotov of the
Soviet Embassy maintained that his govern-
ment is interested in achieving peace in the re-
gion, but that.arms- shipments to.Syria are

to achieve a balance of 5

_“We did what we had fo do. ... IL-was al-
most’ impossible for the.Soviet leadership tc
stay deaf to Syria’s requests,” Zotov said. ...

Russian scholar Dimitri Simes responded.
“The-Soviet Union’s behavior in the Middle East
is like someone who can't say no but claims tc

be a virgin.”
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remarks, replied, “We as Americans are

not sure of what the Syrians want ... to portray us in a
one-sided manner? . . . | want to express my disappoint-
ment at what I have heard in the last 15 minutes.”

That prompted Sharaa to “Sisco: wants no
peace in the Middle East. It's as simple as that.”

mmmgemmmdmmmm;
reports that Syrian troops are on alert in anticipation
American retaliation for last month’s bombing in Beirut
of Marine headquarters in which more than 230 service-
.. The Syrian session of the rt conference on
Middle Eastern issues was ped to am argument” about
who is at fault for the current troubles in Lebanon.

Sharaa maintained that any peace negotiations would
have to include involvement by the Palestine Liberation
Organization, which is adamantly opposed by the Israeli
government. !

Sharaa unwaveringly reiterated that Syrian troops
would remain in Lebanon as long as Israeli troops are

. Israel has said its occupation will continue until Syr-
ian troops leave.

' “We are ready to withdraw provided there are no
conditions imposed on Lebanon (by Israel) and there is a
100 percent assurance that the Israelis are outside Leba-
non,” Sharaa said.

ANDY SHARP/Staff

OPPOSING SIDES: Sharaa, Sisco listen fo remarks during second day of Middle East conference at Emory..

A May 17 accord between Lebanon and Israel would
require the withdrawal of Israeli and Syrian troops if Is-
rael can maintain a security-buffer zone in Lebanon.

. The cordial tone of the conference changed Monday
at a session involving a Russian scholar from Johns Hop-
kins University in Baltimore and a representative of the
Soviet Union’s embassy in Washington. .

. At that session, Alexander Zotov of the Soviet
Embassy maintained that his government is interested in
achieving peace in the region, but that arms shipments to
Syria are necessary to achieve a balance of power.

“We did what we had to do. ... It was almost impos-
sible for the Soviet leadership to stay deaf to Syria’s re-
quests,” Zotov said. .- ' - wTE - o -iges.,

Russian scholar Dimitri Simes responded, “The Soviet
Union's. behavior in theé Middle East is like someone who

- can’t say.no but claims to be a virgin.”

Ford stepped out of his.role as moderator to ex-
change sharp words with Zotov after the Soviet diplomat
said his country was only a “reluctant participant” in
arming Syria and other Middle East nations.

“At the time of the Syrian conflict with Israel about a
year ago when Syria lost considerable military equipment,
most people in this country were amazed how rapidly the
Soviet Union replaced that military hardware which had
been lost in that conflict between Israel and Syria,” Ford
“Such an immediate resupply would indicate to me
-wmsa:iwﬂhngmdacﬁvemrﬁdmtmmm
" he sai

i5 k
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Mideast Seminar Draws
Araband U.S. Offj\aa]s

impressive roster of participants to
join the discussions.

There are high-ranking officials
the Governments of Syria, Leba-
non, Saudi Arabia, Jordan and
well as a roster of former United
States officials that reads like a Who's

in foreign affairs. ;

*“It’s quite a reunion,” said Cyrus R.
ance, Mr. Carter’s Secretary of State,
he sat in the audience Sunday along-
side Philip C. Habib, who until last
spring served as President

problem: the recognition of Palestin-

[

V/ ?/cf3

ian rights, Israel’s policy of building
settlements on the West Bank and the

ish settlements on the West Bank,
uongmthemmmmmmb
governments to support Egypt, t
helped bring toa halt the

peace
begun with the Camp David accords.

It is that agreement that has pro-
vided the context for the talks here.
While the 1978 talks at Camp David be-

&dnotEgyptandﬁrmm
el . Begin did re-
suit in a negotiated peace between [s- «
rael and Egypt, the effort to build some
sort of larger framework for a more
comprehensive settlement, including
the Palestinans, J and. Syria, so
far has failed. ‘

Syrian Attacks U.S. Policy

Farugq al-Shar, the Syrian Minister of
State for Foreign Affairs, displayed lit-
tle patience for Mr. Carter’s efforts to
raﬁounatmﬂmmthspeedfwawm—

a rejoinder from Mr.
Sisco. “In light of what has been going
on in Lebanon over the past 48 hours, [
wander what sort of Palestinian move-

One of the more lnterstfng moments
in the conference came late Sunday af-

g y—

Former President Jimmy Carter
at opening of Atlanta conference.

Mumdmtht:emmummdsgﬁ
credibility in Middle East,
mtmgmmuonwerwhat
they see as Washington’s refusal to
stand up to Israel.

Ex-Presidents Blame Congress
The exchange clearly touched a re-
sponsive chord in the two former Presi-
dents, who began ruminating on their
own fnmrauons in pressing foreign

policy initiatives through a politically
sensitive Congress.
“I can't give any expectation or

Powers' Act, has ‘‘tended to
take away from the President the caj
a stronger hand in

“Every once in a while, the Presi-
dent has to have the flexibility to really
stir the pot,”” Mr. Ford said.
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Jordanian prince
says Arafat should
join in peace talks

By J. Randal Ashley

Foreipn News Edltor

. The crown prince of Jordan suggested Tuesday that
Yasser Arafat, besieged and under fire from Syrian-allied
forces in Lebanon, should go to Jordan and join Middle
East peace talks under a formula outlined by President
Reagan more than a year ago.

'+ “The Palestinians can't be totally cowed by Syria,”
Pince Hassan bin Talal, the brother of King Hussein and
heélY to the Jordanian throne, said in an interview here.

*. Hassan noted that the Arab League has recognized
thé Palestine Liberation Organization as the “sole legiti-
miate representative of the Palestinian people” but that

":Xrié's bullying” could lead to the “destruction of the
inde

pendent voice” of Palestinians. :

+  Arafat and PLO units loyal to him are under attack
in the Lebanese port city of 'I‘rlr:ll by Syrian troops and
PLO fighters who broke with Arafat over his a;:rarent
willin to enter into negotiations that might lead to an
Arab-Israell settlement.

Noting that Palestinians living in the Israeli-occupied
West Bank and in the Arab oil states have been very criti-
cal of Syria's attacks on Arafat loyalists in Lebanon, Has-
san suggested that the time might be right for Arafat to
come to Amman for talks.

- It was Arafat’s previous negotiations with King Hus-
sein that lead to the current split in PLO ranks. After
President Reagan announced in September 1982 an
American plan for Palestinian autonomy on the West
Bank “In association with Jordan,” Arafat and King Hus-
sein held talks on whether Jordan could represent Pales-
tinian interests in any future negotiations on the Reagan
plan.

. Arafat nally agreed to a formula that would
have allowed King Hussein to proceed, but the PLO leader
was unable to secure the agreement of all the factions in
the PL@ for the plan. :

PO r—

CHERYL BRAY/Stat

Prince Hassan bin Talal, the brother of King}ﬂus@in. at Emory conference
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Brzezinski: U.S. should continue
role of mediator in Middie East

By-Esther M. Bauer
Staff Writer

_There will be dire for
the- United States if its role in the
Middle East changes from that of
mediator, former National Security
Council adviser Zbigniew Brzezinski
said Tuesday.

-“‘The US. as a protagonist in the
region pitted de.facto by its military
presence in Lebanon ... would create
a“situation in which Amerim forces
eventually would be engaged against
ther Palestinians and Syrians,” Brze-
zindKl told an audience at a Middle
F'ast-conference under way at Emory
University.

The former adviser to Jimmy
Carter was a panelist in the Israeli
session of the conference, which is
being co-hosted by former Presidents
Carter and Gerald Ford. The confer-
ence, sponsored by Carter and Emory
University, ends today.

Israeli discussions centeud on Is-
rael's settlements on land acquired
from Arab nations during the 1967
war, and followed a morning session
on Jordan.

The character of United States-
Israeli reiations carries “inherent

Carter told the assembiy of Middle
East delegates and scholars that Is-
rael should halt the settlement of
territory it acquired from Arab na-
tions during the 1967 Six-Day War.

“This massive total commitment of

former Secretary of State Cyrus
Vance reflected a dismal outlook for
peace in the warring region.

All the Mideast delegates preced-
ing him had urged a “just and lasting
peace,” but Vance said, “All of us re-
peat these words time and again, but
our actions unfortunately do not
match our words.”

Vance and Prince Hassan ibn Talal
of Jordan stressed that the Lebanon
issue should not be treated as an iso-
lated issue if peace is ever to be
achieved after the decades of strife
between Israel and Arab nations.

Talal was the key speaker in the
first session of Tuesday's conference,
with Vance and Sol Linowitz — Cart-
er’'s former representative for Middle
g negotiations — serving as pane-

The core issues center on Israeli
occupation of former Arab territories
and the creation of a separate Pales-

. tinian state, and the Palestinians

must be of any negotiations,
Talal and Vance told the assembly of

dozens of Middle East government
representatives and scholars.
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By Paul Lleberman and Esther M. Bauer
Statf Writers

' he crown prince of Jordan had just finished a speech
calling for improved communications in the Middle East
when he provided a reminder of how difficult it can be to

get traditional enemies to talk to each other, even thousands of
miles away at a friendly conference designed to find the way
to peace.

__ Prince Hassan ibn Talal, one of the most important Arab
officials at this week's Emory University conference on the
Middle East chaired by former Presidents Carter and Ford,
found himself with a slight problem Tuesday when it was time
for him to receive questions from the audience. The first per-
son to rise with a question was a college professor from Israel,
the peighboring state with which his country does not have the
most cordial of relations.

The prince; a dapper man educated at Oxford, handled the
situation with a touch of semantic diplomacy. He quickly refer-
red to the professor's question as one “addressed to the chair”
— meaning Carter — and not as a direct question to him. Only
then did he respond.

I : | ' Ja: CERYL BR.A_Y;f;s.t-ﬂ- B
‘See CONFERENCE 14A ®» - ADEPT: Prince Hassan ibn Talal i _+
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Conference

FROM 1A

‘The meetings of the two sides have

not always been so polite during the four-

day Emory conference, which concludes
today.

When an Israeli radio reporter tried to
interview Farouk al-Sharaa, Syria’s minis-
ter of state for foreign affairs, the Arab
official stalked away with the declaration,
“We don't talk with aggressives.”

Moments later, however, al-Sharaa

" learned that he had already inadvertently

granted an interview to an Israeli televi-
sion station. The revelation caused a minor
flap that required the peacemaking inter-
vention of conference coordinators and a
former Carter Administration diplomat.

The controversial interview was ob-
tained by veteran Israeli TV reporter
Elimelech Ram, who had removed his
sportcoat — which carried his identifying

badge — before approaching al-
ma in a hallway with open microphone
and ready cameraman.

“] took off my coat because it was hot

in here,” Ram said, insisting with a
straight face that he had not intended to
conceal his identity from the Syrian offi-
cial. “I guess it has created a small scan-
dal for the conference.”

Among those to talk to Ram about his
tape was Joseph Sisco, a former Middl
East negotiator for Carter. : .

“I don't think I'm going to use the
broadcast,” the television r said
finally. “I should have ident myself.

ith Syria now a central player in
hostilities in Lebanon, al-Sharaa has been
in the middle of other lively exchanges at

" Emory, both on and off the official stage.

Between panel discussions Tuesday after-
noon, near the table offering coffee and
snacks to conference Farticlpanls, the Syr-
ian official ran into Philip Habib, the re-
cent U.S. special envoy to the Middle East.

Habib could be heard responding to an
apparent accusation that Israel is a US.
puppet. ’

“Do the Russians tell you what to
do?” Habib asked, answering himself, “We
don't tell the Israelis what to do.”

“They give you arms,” Habib said of
the Russians, “We givé them arms.”

Precautions have been taken to guar-
antee that the predictable tensions do not
carry beyond words.

All geople attending the conference
sessions have had to pass through metal
detectors and frisk searches. And dogs
trained to sniff out explosives inspect
every nook and cranny of the conference's
two auditoriums, one at the Woodruff
Medical Center Administration Building
and the other at the Glenn Memorial
Church on the Emory campus. :

At the start of each day, conferen

Kenneth W. Stein has cautioned
the andience to “refrain from showing
E:tlnn sentiment,” meaning not to clap

Joudly for any one speaker. In fact,
only one presentation has prompted an
emotional ovation — a call Tuesday for an
independent Palestinian state from Profes-
sor Nafez Nazzal, a Palestinian himself
who is a visiting teacher at the University
of lvania.

At end of the discussions Tuesday,
co-chairman Carter took pleasure in one
accomplishment of the .informal tone. The
ex dent noted that various Arab offi-

in the audience “did not depart”
when it was time for the speech by Gideon
Rafael, the former director general of the
Israeli Foreign Ministry.

“When an Israeli speaks in the UN,,
md'ue all the Arabs walk out,” Carter
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Fast start for Carier forums

If this week’s Middle East Consultation
out at the Emory University campus is a sam-
ple of the high level of discourse we can ex-
pect from the Carter Center in years to come,
then Atlanta is witness at the creation of an
invaluable asset not just to the community but
to the world.

Given the highly charged topic — the
search for a just peace in the Middle East —
government spokesmen have expounded and
scholars and former senior diplomats have
critiqued in an atmosphere of civility and
occasional good humor. Remarkably, the dis-
cussions have been relatively free of the
playing-to-the-homefolks posturing and polem-
ics that characterize official forums in, say,
New York City or Geneva.

But then, that was former President
Jimmy Carter’s vision: an informal gathering

~of the world’s best minds to germinate, cross-

pollinate and nurture ideas for settling some

“of our planet’s most nagging problems — and,

in the process, to promote a better public

- understanding of the complexities that under-

lie them.

The fact that two former U.S. presidents,
Carter and Gerald Ford, have presided skill-
fully over this week’s meetings have doubtless
maximized their decorum. The public sessions
have been further enhanced by thought-
provoking remarks from the likes of two Arab
princes, high-ranking Egyptian and Lebanese
counselors and foreign-affairs professionals
like Cyrus Vance, Zbigniew Brzezinski, Joseph
Sisco, Sol Linowitz, Harold Saunders and
Philip Habib.

But the public sessions are only a part of
dynamics of the Consultation. Academics and
diplormats have been meeting privately over
meals or over coffee, attaching faces and per-
sonalities to what were previously only names
on the spines of books in ome another’s li-
braries, widening their acquaintanceships and
deepening their insights.

It has been an undertaking of high purpese
and impressive scale — a credit to Emory
University, to its te sponsors, to direc-
tor Kenneth Stein and his largely volunteer
staff — and to its participants.

Encore, ladies and gentlemen, encore.
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arter said a report on issues covered at the conference will be released to pa.rticipants and possibly the Reagan administratio

Tarter calls Mideast talks a success

By Esther M. Bauer
Staf! Writer
This week’s Middle East discussions: at
@hory University have “far exceeded our own
xpectations,” former President Jimmy Carter
aid Wednesday at the end of the conference he

o-sponsored.

Carter called the talks a success and did
ot rule out the possibility of a Middle East trip
Jor additional talks with regional leaders.

@ “My inclination is to communicate with
hem in a fairly extensive way; whether it will
wvolve a trip to the Middle East is a possibility
hat we have not foreclosed,” Carter said during
. news conference at the end of four days of
Iiscussions.

Carter, who sponsored the forum in con-
@~ction with Emory University and co-chaired
: with former President Gerald Ford, said that
a degree of commonality” had been reached
umong Middle Eastern delegates.

Throughout the talks, delegates urged that
‘urrent agreements, including an Arab League
roposal and the Camp David accords, be used
@ launch new peace negotiations in the warring
‘egion.

" -'A 'definitive report . detfailing
‘ussed. in-the conference, particularly Palestin-,

iling- issues ‘dis- - -

jan aotonomy and. Israel’s security concerns,
will be released to all parties and possibly to
the Reagan administration, Carter said.'

Carter said that government representa-

tives from Syria, Jordan and Saudi Arabia pri- .

vately expressed apprecidtion for hearing

scholar Walid Khalidi was a member of the
militant Palestine Liberation Organization —
despite State Department assurances that he is
not.

During his presentation, Khalidi called for

the United States to recognize Palestinian rights.

to a sovereign nation. :
Harold Saunders, a Middle East adviser in
the Carter administration, also urged the United
States to recognize Palestinians as a separate
Arab entity.
“I don’t see why the United States just
can’t come out and say it ... in.so many words

that the Palestinian peaple have the right of

norme t

_determination. . - |,

pers today to go to a formula of compromise
Shaked said. “Unfortunately it’s still a voice
the wilderness of Arab and Palestinian po!
tics.”

Saunders also offered a three-point pl:
including acceptance by Israelis and Palesti
ians of each party’s human rights, right to se.
determination and a w ql.u@g to-se!
:‘:’f';‘ '”'.
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Carter conference offers

hope that peace is possible

" g f words were deeds, then peace would be at hand in the most
troubled region on this Earth. i

At the Middle East Consultation co-chaired by former’

presidents Jimmy Carter and Gerald Ford at Emory University
this week, representatives of five Arab nations, Israel and the
Palestinians gwore their people genuinely want peace — and all
except Syria sounded like they really meant it.

Of course, there is a long road between words and deeds.
Each of those who said he sought peace had his own definition
of it, and his own list of conditions under which it could be
obtained. No resolution of the conflicts in those lists was found
in the speeches and questions and answers at the meeting.

But no one really expected this unique gathering to pro-
duce in four days what has escaped people of good will for
thousands of years. What was hoped was that the search, virtu-
ally stagnated, might be reinyigorated and that parties to the
dngme might demonstrate there is good will among them
today. )

It is too soon to gauge the success of that undertaking. Cer-
tainly nothing in the public sessions warranted immediate opti-
mism. But there were many private meetings, and something
just may come of those. Offstage contacts between Israelis and
Arabs were described as “polite and correct,” but there was
serious discussion among some Arab delegates seeking what one
called “action-oriented measures to move forward” on peace
efforts. That could be a critical development, because it will be
difficult for another Arab state to move toward negotiations
with Israel without support from its brothers.. ~

But the conference’s most impdrtant accom lishment may
have been to focus attention on the fact that there are many
points in common in the positions held by the various sides.

Dr. Usamah al-Baz of Egypt suggested a new approach of
putting the Camp David accords, U.N, Resolution 242, the
Arabs’ Fez plan and the Reagan proposdls of last year on the
table, finding the common groun;r in them and negotiating on
the differences that remain, There is merit in his suggestion. It
might not be a successful formula for a final-stages negotiation,
but it could at least be a starting point in the tricky process of
getting people to the table. :

It still remains, of course, for some parties to express their
willingness to talk at all. Israel and Egypt have demonstrated
their ability and will to provide what conference coordinator
Dr. Ken Stein said is needed for peace: cooperation, communi-
cation and compromise. If others found ‘at this conference the
strength, the wisdom or the means to do the same, then per-
haps the words can in fact become deeds. :

‘We are impressed by this first endeavor of the new Carter
Center of Emory University, and by the efforts of President
Carter to revive the momentum for peace in the Middle East.
We're proud that some of the Arab newspapers have referred
to the conference’s work as the “Atlanta initiative” — and we
pray that it produces concrete progress toward its goal.
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Carter seminar
focuses views
on the Mideast

By ALLEN RABINOWITZ
Special to the Exponent

ATLANTA — Former President Jimmy Carter convened
a mini-United Nations of sorts here this week to focus on
Middle East issues, but Isracli government representatives
were conspicuously absent, protesting the presence of an
alleged Palestine Liberation Organization member.

Former President Gerald Ford shared chairman’s duties
with Carter at the unofficial “Consultation on the Middle
East.” the inaugural project of the Carter Center of Emory
University.

Whether the alleged PLO member, Iarvard Professor
Walid Khalid, is in fact a member of the PLO was the subject
of dispute before the four-day conference opened Sunday.
After Israel canceled its participation last month, the
conference sponsors and the State Department sought to
reassure Israel that Khalid, was not a PLO member.
~ However, the only Israelis to attend were six academics
not connected with the government.

In attendance were high-ranking officials of Syria. Leba-
non, Saudi Arabia, Jordan and Egypt. Also at the conference
were former Secretary of State Cyrus Vance. Philip C.
Habib. until last spring President Reagan’s special envoy
to the Middle East, and veteran diplomat Joseph J. Sisco.

Speakers from the USSR, France and West Germany also
attended.

Carter called the gathering “an unprecedented way " for
the nations of the Middle East and others with policy
concerns “to present their views to the American public.”
He said he would follow up the conference with a trip to

Former Presidents Jimmy Carter and Gerald R. Ford opened
last week's four-day conference on the Middie East at Emory
University in Allanta. The conference was the Inaugural
event of the Carter Center at the university.

Photo by UPI

the Middle East to meet with leaders there.

As the conference got under way, Dr. Osama el-Baz,
adviser on political affuirs to Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak, said the “omnipotence of the Palestinian qucs-
tion" affects all aspects of Middle East politics. The Camp
David agreement, he said, lacks a key element in the
omission of the phrase “self-determination for the Palest-
nian people.”

Baz said the omission had given Isracl the opportumty
to “go back on its commitment with respect o settlement

(Continued on Page 70)
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Presidents Carter and Ford chair Atlanta conierence on Mideast

(Continued from Page 5)
activities.”

However, he said, Egypt would pursue a
comprehensive peace. “‘Peace is not only
possible, but is the only viable alternative 1o
destruction and blocdshed for the rest of our
lives.™

Hurold Saunders, former assistant secre-
tary of state for Near Eastern affairs, stressed
the importance of bringing Egypt back into
the mainstream of the Arab world. Saunders,
onc of the framers of the Camp David
accords, stressed that steps should be taken
to cnable Egypt to regain its role as a
“stabilizer and balancing force™ within the
region. :

Isracli scholar Itamar Rabinovich, a pro-
fessor at Tel Aviv University, said “the Arab
system is suffering” because of Egypt's
strained relationship with other Arab.nations
and nolcd that the Irun-Iraq conflict could
have been avoided if Egypt had been “pulling

Responding to a question on possible
American actions in Lebanon, Ford said
America should “keep our cool. We should
not lash out in some reckless military action.
We should not withdraw precipitously from
our commitment in Lebanon. IU's time for
review of our policies in Lebanon and the
Middle East. The time for strong action is
when we decide what our policy should be.™
- Carter agreed, warning that retaliation by
the American forces in Lebanon for the
suicide bombing last month of the US.
Marine headquarters in Beirut could be
“counter-productive.”

“To guess who is responsible or to base
a military action on unsubstantiated allega-
tions would be a serious mistake,” he said.

Dr. Wadi Haddad, special adviser to the
Lebanese president for national aifairs, said
Lebanon would remain at war as long as
mast of the nation is under foreign occupa-
tion.

“The direct military occupation of Leba-

non exaggerales the differences among the
Lebanese,”™ Hadldad said.

He callzd upon the United States to bring
the warring groups together to agree on a
new formula for sharing power.

It was the general fecling that peace in
Lebanon would be achieved only when the
broad problems of [sracl and the Palestinians
are solved.

Syria, represented by Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs Farouk al-Shar, said that
American-Israeli relations are based on
“mutual interest and common desire to
dominate the region . . . over the desires of
other people.™

The Syrian diplomat discounted the ability
of the United States to play a direct role in
ending the arca’s turmoil. The United Statces,
he said, “‘can’t be a party and a judge in the
same dispute.”

Shar claimed that Syria is in Lebanon by
invitation of the Lebanése government, while

its full weight™ in the area.

Mideast is Emory conference topic

(Continued from preceding page)
be considlered a member of the Middle East
comimunity of nations, and not a Western
state occupying space in the region, Israel
canno! treat Palestinian Arabs as “aliens
within their own country.”

He emphasized that Jordan seeks to play
a moderating and stabilizing role in the
Middle Fast, will continue to be wary of
extremist positions and will be a willing
partner in any plans to bring a just and stable
peace to the region.

He also called for the American govern-
ment (o establish a bi-partisan commission
on the Middle East, similar to the Kissinger
Comumission on Central America.

The possibility that the Middle East con-
flict might escalate to a nuclear confrontation
was a maor topic of concern.

Gideon Raphacl, a retired Israeli
diplomat, said Middle East nations must
ovércome the “towering obstacle™ of am
unbridled arms race, both conventional and
nuclear.

He called upon leaders to develop a
practical initiative to limit the arms race,
stating that Isracl has proposed declaring the
region a nuclear-free zone. He called for a
convention similar to the Atlanta conference
to establish guidelines for such a zone.

AL a final news conference Wednesday,
Ford and Carter realfirmied the need for a
bi-partisan Arab-lsvach effort modeled on
the Atlanta conference 1o resolve the mea's
conflicts.

Israel is nothing but an invading force. He

asserted the greatest obstacle to peace is the
continuing Israeli occupation of Lcbanon
and of the territories taken in the 1967 war.
Without Isracli occupation, he suggested.
peace could be secured through a U.N.
conlerence atiended by all concerned parties,
including the USSR.

However, others at the conference viewed
with alarm Soviel intentions in the region.

Shar decricd whuat he called a biased
picture presented by the American news
media of the Arab people and their goals.

Jordan’s Crown Prince Hassan said the
greatest threat (o the region comes from the
upsurge in religious funaticism, which he said
is affecting all public affairs. He expressed
hope that the Reagan peace initiative could
be revived, perhaps linked with the Arab
League’s Fez plan.

He said neither Isracl nor any Arab state
could speak for the Arul.. of Gaza and the
West Bank. He said that if Isracl wants to

(Continued on nexl page)




The Boston Globe, November 12, 1983

T mme "o o ‘
Mideast officials, schoiors exchange

views al Carter forum

By Fsther Bauer >
Speilal to The Globe ||

ATLANTA - Jimmy Carter, who
carved a niche for himself as con-
clliator in the Mideast conflict
thrquith the Camp David accords,
s continuing that role after his
presidency. 2

The first project of his Policy
Cenfet of Emory University In At-
lanta- was last week's forum for
conflicting views among Mideast
officfals and scholars, who often
lapsed Into strident exchanges,

By the end of the four days of
lalks ending Wednesday, Carter
and most participants seemed
hopeful that some understanding
had been achieved and relleved
that the talks had proceeded with-

out anyone walking out.
(Yo of the maact Tanafinl T

a « msensus that existing formal
agreements among the Arab states,
and also the Camp David aceords
between Egypt and lerael, could be
used as a basls for future formal
discussion.

3 Issues pointed ont

Three main Issues were Identi-
fied as standing in the way of
prace: Syrian-Israeli Involvement
In the Lebanon conflict, Israeli oc-
cupaltion of Arab lands In the West
Bank and Gaza Strip and creation
of a separate Palestinian state.

Carter sald the forum would
have been Impossible without bil-
partisan representation.

The conference was cochalred
by former Presicent Gerald R, Ford
and Included Mideast specialists
and lnminartes from the Carter Ad-

wheie representatives from hostile
nations coukl talk to each other
witl ut losing {ace

Lint even the informal atmeo-
sphere of the Emory University
campus did oot hide differences.
When crown Prince Hassan Ibn
Tala! of Jordan finished his speech
urging Improved communications
in the Mideast, he found himself in
a dilemma after an Israell scholar
posed a question.

The lack of diplomatic relations
with Israell prompted Talal to redi-
rect the question to the chair -
Carter and Ford. Only then did
he answer the question.

Talal, brother to Jordan's King
Hussein, called the region's state of
affairs a “serious morass” and
urged a more even-handed ap-
proach by US negotiators. He

tion as the recognized voice ol all
Palestinians — a position Isracl con-

tinues to oppose.
Isracll scholars attend

Israell leaders boycotted the
talks, contending that Walid Kha-
lidi, a Palestinlan professor at Har-
vard University, is a PLO member.
Khalidi denies offictal membership,
but advocates a Palestinian state
with East Jerusalem as {5 capital.

Although Israell scholars unoffl-
clally represented Israell views, the
discord between the government of
Israel and anything Palestinian
was not reflected by one scholar's
response to Khalldi's address. Both
men firmly shook hands after the
Israclt scholar called the Palestin-
fan question the most crucial 1ssue

importance of the United States as
a negotlator. At the sami. time,
they criticized its pro-lsraclt poli-
cles as being “part and parcel” of
Israell aggression.

Syria’s minister of state for for-
eign affatrs, Farouk al Sharaa, was
the lightning rod of discontent at
the consultation and the harshest
critic of the United States.

Sharaa attacked |he Camp Da-
vid accords as allenating Epvpt
with her Arab neighbor states, and
sald US-backed Israell aggression
has kept the reglon In turmoll
since President Harry S Truman's
Administration. PLO recognition s

Pr'll6‘3| tn any -...... -

By the end of the conference,
however, Sharaa congratulated
Carter for holding the talks, sayving

part, Carter proclalmed the consul-
fation an overwhelming success
and disregarded any rancorous re-
marks as “played for the folks
hack home.”

The Arab presr is already call-
ing Carter’s consu.:ation the “At-
lanta inftiative.” a Cairo reporter
sald. Conference coordinators are
preparing a definitive report outlin-
ing points of harmony and nonne-
gotiable issues discussed at the
conference. The document will be
available to each participating na-
tion as well as the Reagan Admin-
Istration, said Carter, who has not
ruled out follow-up trips to the Mid-
cast for more talks,

The consultation's most signifi-
cant contribution, Carter sald, was
the informality that allowed *face-

tor fce™” isrusqinn .
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Carter’s talks
were more than
routine meeting _

0 INTERVIEW WITH CARTER 4C

By Esther M. Bauer and Paul Lieberman
Statt Writers

The tense, delicate nature of the first world problem
Jimmy Carter chose to tackle at his Carter Center of
Emory University was evident in the very title of the for-
mer president’s conference on the Middle East last week.

His gathering in Atlanta of an international assort-
ment of political leaders, diplomats and professors was a
conference that avoided billing itself as a conference — it
was carefully called a “consultation.”

Carter said the title was used because he wanted
“more than just a routine conference where you go and
everybody presents a speech, then you have a banquet and
go home.” '

Others, however, suggested that the word “consulta-
tion” was used to signify informality. Some of the partici-
pants were traditional enemies in perhaps the foremost
crisis region of the world, people nof quite ready for talks
that sounded as official as a “conference.”

And as Carter noted more than once as his guests
argued over the meaning of words during a series of panel
discussions that ran from Sunday to Wednesday, “Seman-
tics are very important in the Middle East.”

By whatever the title, the évent proved to be, much
as Carter said, more than a routine conference. It was, at
various times, a forum for both international confronta-
tion — providing pessimistic reminders of the longstand-
ing antagonisms that make the problems in the Middle
East seem so insoluable — and unexpected, optimistic

gap-closing.
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Carter

If the top Syrian representative denounced
LheUnltedﬁ 3 and turned his back on Israeli
reporters, he also wound up calling the event “a
good place to express our
dress the Amu::ut" an:lnuuted that his
country might be amenable to some type of
peacetalh.ut_ilftheappurmeeoiawlg:lu-
tinian professor alleged to have ties to the
Palestine Liberation Organization caused an
official Israeli government boycott of the affair,
the same professor would wind
shaking hands with an [sraeli . It was
that kind of event.

According to a reporter from Cairo, some
of the Arab press was calling it the “Atlanta
Initiative.”

- It also was a reunion of sorts for the

Carter administration foreign policy hierarchy.
Names like Brzezinski Linowitz, Vance and
Young assembled to lecture, comment or just
witness what was an coming out
party for their former leader in the role he has
chosen to play as an ex-president.

While other occupants of the White House
have retired in recent decades to lives of golfci
book writing, corporate boardsmanship an
semi-exile, the former First Georgian has an-
nounced that his public future is tied to the
international mediation center named for him
at Emory. Even before he convened his first
“consultation” on the Middle East, Carter was
planning future gathe to discuss such for-
midable problems as worldwide health care, nu-
clear arms control and the international
£conomy.

Gerald Ford was co-chairman of last
week's conference, adding prestige and a sym-
bol of bi , but there was no question
that it was Carter’s show.

“I think it showed me why he was so suc-
cessful at Camp David,” said Kenneth W. Stein,
the Emory professor who did much of the nitty-

gritty org of the event. “He listened to
every nuance..We had some great private meet-
ings where were very id, open and

direct. Everyone was loose. I think we created
an atmosphere of listening. If people disagreed,
they disagreed honestly.”

After it was over, Carter admitted that he
felt personally on the line before the first-ever
Carter Center event. In the week before the

FORD: The symbol of bipartisanship.

proceedings, he was like the nervous host plan-

ning a big party, worrying about who would
show up and about who wouldn't get along.

“It was a big risk,” he said in an interview
Thursday at his home in Plains. He said he
feared until the last minute that Arab represen-
tatives might pull out, or that U.S. problems in
Lebanon might escalate into open conflict, mak-
ing any calm discussions impossible.

Indeed, most participants — including
Carter — seemed surprised and relieved when
the talks finished without anyone walking out.

Instead, he and the dozens of participants
representing six Middle East nations, the United
States, Russia, Germany and France picked
each others' brains to find areas on which they
could agree. -

At the same time, speaker after speaker
reminded everyone that the Middle East is an
explosive area. There was no shortage of
rhetoric about “the triumph of extremist poli-

tics,” “rampant extremism,” “the politics of fa-
naticism,” “the premise of might”, “creeping
annexation,” and of each side's willingness to
fight a “hundred years war” if necessary.

Nearly everone appeared to agree on at
least three crucial issues standing in the way of
peace: Syrian-Israeli involvement in the Leba-
non conflict, continued and expanding Israeli
settlements on the West Bank and Gaza Strip
and the recognition problems — the unwilling-
ness of Arab states to recognize Israel’s right to
exist and Israeli unwillingness to return land,
gained in past warfare, for use as a Palestinian
state.

The Israeli govemnent thought the mere
presence of Walid Khalidi, a Palestinian profes-
sor at Harvard University, was reason enough
to stay away from . Khalidi denies offi-
cial membership in the PLO but advocates a
Palestinian state with East Jerusalem as its
capital.

When Khalidi finally spoke, an Israeli
scholar was on the stage to res and ask
questions. Their joint appearance led to predict-
able debate, but also provided an opportunity to
show that within the safe walls of academia it
was possible to make light of an issue that
regularly ends lives thousands of miles away.

When the Israeli walked up to the podium,
he noticed that Khalidi had left his wristwatch
there. He handed the watch to Khalidi, receiv-
ing a topical thank you.

“Well, at least you returned my watch,”
Khalidi said.

Even the Soviet representative eventually
agreed that the four days bad been rather
unusual.

“Particularly because of the presence of
two former presidents, it could be termed as
unique,” said Alexander Zoltov, a political
counselor with the Soviet Embassy in Washing-
ton.

“You can hardly expect a unique set of
roposals or ideas to come out of a conference,”
ltov said. “What Jmple are doing here is
catching the spirit of the parties involved. But
it’s possible to use these conclusions to update
our own position. It could be a substantial con-
tribution to the peace process in the long run.”

In the short run, Carter is preparing both
an extensive, detailed report on the conference
and a shorter paperback book on the findings.
The paperback will be written “in simple pea-
nut farmer language,” he said.
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conference, future role

Total frankness
of participants
was ‘surprising’

mmediately after four grueling
days of chairing his conference on
the Middle East at the Carter Cen-
ter of Emory University, Jimmy
Carter returned home to Plains.
There, the next afternoon, he looked
back on the event — and reflected on

president — in an inter-
view with Jomal-Caﬂmﬂon Staff
Writers Esther M. Bauer and Paul
Lieberman.

featnrtng a portrait of daughter Amy

in a long pink dress.

Q You picked one of the most
losive issues in the world as

the subject of your first Emory

University conference. With some of

t did not send an offi-
cial representative, claiming another
participant was affiliated with the
PLO?

We had assurance from the
Israeli officials up to the last few

Your former national security

attacking Syrian forces in a punitive
Eyﬂ!dhgxh&:tmaﬁo
in part % President Reagan
had to go to Japan and I think it
would be unlikely that we would em-
bark on a new military venture in his
absence. And also because of the cau-
tions that were put forward by Presi-
dent Ford, me.and literally hundreds
of others who are and have been in

If we cement any sort of so-called
strategic alliance with Israel in a
military fashion, we’ll have substan-
dally damaged any opportunity for
us to act as an objective mediator be-

Arabs and Israelis. And I
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ment on the Emory campus was
coaducive to that In spite of some
harsh rhetoric, which was inevitable
and most of which was played for the
folks back home, there was a growing
éﬁm about what needed to be

One was that the Arab countries

haveinfaetracogniad!n'aelsrim
to exist, and under certain ill-defined

circumstances, to exist in peace. Sec-
ondly, that they are willing to negoti-
ate with Israel if the Palestinians can
we still have with some of the Arab
leaders.

But doesn’t it seem like many

Americans might welcome
another symbolic action to show that
we will not be pushed around in the
world? Americans seemed to be very
pleased by our action in Grenada.

It's deplorable when that sort of
attitude evolves. And, of course,
natiopal leaders canm breed such an
attitude with just a few harsh words
and statements and actions.

If you look on the victory over
Grenada as grand victory, and many
people do, then I would say the an-
swer to your question is yes. There
never was much doubt in my mind

from the very beginning that we
could defeat Grenada.

Attacking Syria is not symbolic.
Syria’s got enormous military forces
on their own home grounds. And
(Syrian President Hafiz) Al-Assad is
a tough, competent, knowledgeable
and, within his own country, popular
leader. He would not bluff about

play a strong mediation role. Even
the Syrian minister, who at first had
some quite harsh things to say about
the United States, in the closing ses-
sions, acknowledged the fact that
without US. participation, there
could likely be no progress:
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CHERYL BRAY/Staft

MAKES SUMMATION: Formef President Jimmy Carter presents views during discussion on Egypt.

QMthetalkoftmﬂﬁwal'

s getting an opportunity
to communicate, only Egypt among
the Arab nations has been willing to
negotiate formally with Israel. Do
you have any hope now that another
Arab nation will be willing to follow
Sadat’s lead?

I think it's obvious {2 me aiter

this consultation, and after my
meetings with King Hussein earlier
this year, that the Jordanlans are in-
deed ready to negotiate with Israel
If they can have just 2 modicum of
support from the Arab worid, at least

t

the MJN? the Arab worid. And
some to have Pales-
~I—

And one of the encouraging things
was Syria’s open offer to negotiate at
any time with Israel under the aegis
of the United Nations. This (a U.N.
meeting) is certainly not the prefer-
ence of most of us. But it shows, in
effect, a tacit recognition by Syria of
Lsrael, of Israel’s right to exist and a
willingness to negotiate under cer-
tain, not unreasonable, circum-
stances.

Did you have the impression
that the conference participants

Ob, yes. Constantly. In some
cases, their after-hours discus-
sions were more exciting and chal-
lenging than even the public session.
The leading scholars in Israel have
devoted their entire adult life to
studying a particular subject, have
never met their peer group in
Damascus or Beirut or Saudi Arabia,
whose works they admire and whom
they know intimately through their
writings. So just for them to have a
chance to meet these speakers that
they bave quoted in the classroom
was an exciting thing.
Do you have any sense that
will be wﬂhng’ ing to stop the

torsariete Aver thara
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Jimmy Carter pleased by his first forum

By Joe Geshwiler
Examiner correspondent

ATLANTA — Looking back on his formal entry into

;he :'Iorld of elder statesmanship, Jimmy Carter smiled
roaaly

Having presided along with ex-President Gerald Ford
over four days of discussions of the Mideast conundrum,
the 59-yearold former president said his initial public-
affairs forum had “far exceeded our expectations.” He said
the 60 or so delegates had achieved “a degree of common-
ality” concerning the issues that divide them.

Especially satisfying, he said at 2 news conference, was
the fact that official representatives of Syria, Saudi Arabia
and Jordan had privately expressed their appreciation for
the opportunity to air their government's perspectives
before the American public and to hear first-hand the
views of Israeli scholars.

(The government of Israel withdrew from the confer-
ence three weeks ago, charging that one participant,
Professor Walid Khalidi of Harvard University, was a
member of the Palestine Liberation Organization, an
allegation denied by the forum's sponsors.)

The conference drew diplomats and academics from
the United States, Western Europe, the Soviet Union and
the Mideast to the compact Emory University campus in
northeast suburban Atlanta. Conspicuous among the par-
ticipants were veteran State
Security Council hands such as Cyrus Vance, Zbigniew

l Brzezinski, Philip Habib and Harold Saunders.
Security was heavy, but inside the conference rooms

meammpheremmpﬂs'ngly_rehxed—evencqrdmr

t and National

— given the contentiousness of the parties involved: Israel,
Syria, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Jordan and Egypt.

“They were meeting their counterparts from other
countries who previously had been nothing more than
names on spines of books in their libraries — people they
might not ordinarily ever encounter,” said Emory Profes-
sor Kenneth Stein, the conference director.

The civility carried over into the public sessions. Only
when Farouk al Sharaa, the Syrian minister of state, made
a strident speech on Damascus’ position on withdrawing
its farces from Lebanon. was:there a sharp exchange. !

Throughout the four days, Sunday through Wednes
day, the delegates urged that common elements of current
agreements — the Geneva understandings, the Arab
League proposal, the Camp David accord — be used as the
framework for new Mideast peace negotiations.

Carter said afterward that a detailed report on the
conference would be prepared and dispatched to all
countries involved, and he indicated he might make a trip
for additional talks with Mideast leaders.

The Mideast consultation is the first of several planned
by Carter in conjunction with Emory, an 8000student
university with aspirations to become the Harvard of the
South. The: university recently received a gift of $100
million worth of Coca-Cola stock from Coke's board
chairman emeritus, Robert Woodruff.

Next spring the Carter center will sponsor a forum on |/
arms control, with others to follow on Central America, |
world hunger. human rights and international economic
issues. 1
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Lehigh Professor
Advises on Mideast

At Peace Debat

By ALAN LOVELL
Globe-Times Staff Writer

Former presidents Jimmy Carter
and Gerald Ford dusted off their for-
eign policy manuals. Representatives
from six Middle Eastern countries
once again debated peace plans for
their strife - ridden region. And Lehigh
University professor Dr. Oles Smolan-
sky advised them all on the Soviet role
in the Middle East.

Smolansky was one of a handful of
Middle East experts on hand for the
recent inauguration of the Carter Cen-
ter in Atlanta. While the group found
no solutions for peace, he said, he was
impressed by the civil manner in
which the Arabs and Israelis conduct-
ed their discussions.

“In that sense it was extremely
successful,”” said Smolanksy, a pro-
fessor of international relations and a
specialist in Soviet interests in the
Middle East.

The conference was hosted by
Carter and Ford, and panelists includ-
ed representatives from Egypt, Isra-
el, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, Saudi Ara-

%

OLES SMOLANSKY

bia, the United States and the Pales-
tinian community.

The major problem, however, was
that Israel sent no official representa-
tive. The Israeli government refused

Continued on Page B-3, Col. 5
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Lehigh Professor
Advises on Mideast
At Peace Debate

Continued From Page B-1

to send official representation, be-
cause it said that Walid Khalidi, a Har-
vard University professor and a Pal-
estinian, is a member of the Palestine
Liberation Organization, he said.

Israel was represented by Rafael
Gideon, its former ambassador to
Great Britain and the United Nations,
Smolanksy said. A number of Israeli
scholars also participated.

Highlighting the discussions were
President Reagan's Middle East
peace plan and the fighting in Leba-
non.

Carter and Ford both spoke in fa-
vor of Reagan’s plan, which they be-
lieve will continue the U.S. role in the
peace process and will provide the
best opportunity to move closer to
peace, he said.

The president’s plan, which would
have Jordan negotiate on behalf of the
Palestinians, was warmly supported
by the Jordanian delegation, which in-
cluded Crown Prince Hassan, the
brother of King Hussein, Smolansky
said.

The Palestinians didn't comment
on the Reagan plan, but the Syrians
were especially critical of it, he said,
with their minister of foreign affairs
indicating they want the Golan
Heights back from Israel, as well as an
independent Palestinian state consist-
ing of the West Bank, East Jerusalem
and Gaza.

Smolansky said that Israel’s rejec-
tion of the Reagan plan has not
changed as far as he knows; therefore,
policy - makers must come with up an
adequate starting point to gain that
cdntry's cooperatiff).

& national affair".he said.

“Israel’s role is essential,” he said.

The consensus on Lebanon was that
the United States should not use force
in retaliation for terrorist attacks, but
the reconciliation talks in Geneva
should be given every chance to suc-
ceed, Smolansky said.

“Lebanese reconciliation is the
only hope for the withdrawal of all
(foreign) troops,” he said.

Though they weren't in favor of
sending Marines to Lebanon, Ford and
Carter agreed the troops shouldn’t
withdraw because of the attacks, Smo-
lansky said.

Regarding the Soviet role in the
Middle East, which Smolanksy ad-
dressed, the former presidents agreed
the Soviets should not be brought in
because they aren't interested in play-
ing a constructive role in the search
for peace, he said.

A representative from the Soviet
Embassy in Washington, D.C., said
his country was interested in peace
and was prepared to cooperate with
everyone, Smolansky said.

None of the other participants com-
mented on Soviet interests in the Mid-
dle East.

The basis for the conference was
Carter's trip to the Middle East last
spring. when his meetings with vari-
ous leaders convinced him that it
might be helpful for him and Ford to
bring this group together to exchange
ideas in an informal setting, Smolan-
sky said.

Carter is planning another trip to
the Middle East in the spring of 1984.

The event was also designed to es-
tablish the Carter Center as a major
research center on national and inter-
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Ash-Shar' on Syrian Withdrawal at Atlanta Seminar
JNOBI502 Damascus Domestic Service in Arabic 1215 GMT
8 Nov 83

[Text| Atlanta, Georgia — Farug ash-Shar’, Minister of state for
foreign affairs, affirmed in Atlanta, Georgia last night that the
Syrian forces will withdraw from Lebanon if the Israeli occupa-
tion forces withdraw — provided that this withdrawal is not
linked to any conditions that might threaten Syria’s security. At
a seminar on the Middle East organized by former U.S.
Presidents Jimmy Carter and Gerald Ford, Ash-Shar’ said that
Syria does not intend to turn Lebanon into a Syrian satellite. He
also denied that the presence of the Syrian forces causes a delay
in the Isracii withdrawal.

Ash-Shar® was responding to accusations by former LS. cavoy
to the Middle East Joseph Sisco, who is participating in the
seminar. He also said:  If Sisco believes that the Syrian forces
are an obstacle to Isracl withdrawal, then why does the United
States not put us in an embarassing position by asking the Israclis
to withdraw first to see whether we remain or withdruw imme-
diately. Asked by former President Ford if Syria is ready to
withdraw within a short time after the Israeli withdrawal tukes
place [irst, Ash-Shar' replied positively and said: The with-
drawal will be conditioned. Israel’s withdrawal should not be
linked to any preconditions that threaten Syria's security and
safety,

Ash-Shar' also explained that the agreement reached between
Lebanese and Israeli negotiators with the assistance of the
United States includes scveral terms that will threaten Svrian
and Lebanese independence.

V. 15 Nov 83

Foreign Broadcast Information Service Middle East and Africa

V. 15 Nov 83

Prince Hasan Returns From U.S. 14 Nov
JN142156 Amman Domestic Service in Arabic 2100 GMT
14 Nov 83

[Text] Amman — His Highness Crown Prince Hasan returned
to Amman after a visit to the United States during which he
participated in the work of the special conference organized by
the Carter Institute at Emory University in Atlanta. Georgia.
His highness also chaired the meetings of the independent com-
mittee on international humanitarian issues in New York.

Before leaving Washington, his highness met with U.S. Vice
President George Bush, and exchanged views with him on the
current issues in the Middle East. The talks with the vice-
president were held within the framework of a joint desire to
achieve stability in the region in a way that contributes to
creating an appropriate climate to resume directing international
efforts toward achieving a just and comprehensive peace. The
talks ulso dealt with the need to embark on the Palestine question,
which is the central issue, politically, in the Middle East and
which i1s witnessing a grave escalation due to the instability in the
entire east Mediterranean region. Information Minister *Adnan
Abu ‘Awdah, Jordan's ambassador in Washington. and a num-
ber of the U.S. vice president's aides attended the meeting.

His highness was received by the Senate minister, the chief of
the Royal Hashemite Court, the court mimister, and the U.S.
ambassador in Amman. Information Minister ‘Adnan Abu
*Awdah returned with his highness.

Ash-Shar* Returns From Carter-Ford Confe_rem:e
JN 140656 Damascus Domestic Service in Arabic 0415 GMT

14 Nov 83

[Text] Damascus —Farug ash-Shar’, minister of state for foreign
affairs, returned to Damascus last night after participating in ;he
international seminar on the Middle East and the Palestine
question held in Atlanta, Georgia at the invitation of former U.S.
Presidents Jimmy Carter and Gerald Ford.

During the seminar, Ash-Shar' explained Syria’s view on the
Arab-Zionist conflict in the region. He affirmed our pcoPle s firm
and principled stand. under President Haﬁz_aI-Asad s !eadcr-
ship. and our determination (o pursue struggle in order to liberale
all the occupied Arab territories and to restore the Pglc.slmmn
people’s rights, including their right to determine their future and
10 establish thetr sovereign state.
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Richard Matilows

Arguments at Emory on the danger
of settlements policy Were convincing

. Even when you discount all the propaganda, even
when you eliminate what was said purely E)r the folks
back home, one thing became absolutely clear at the
Middle East Consultation last week g =
at Emory: Israel’s policy on settle-
ments on the West Bank is a critical
part of the problem.

prena

It doesn't really matter what Is-
rael’s motives are for pushing Jew-
ish settlements in the occupied
territory — whether it is innocently
providing housing for its people or
whether it has ﬁark intentions of
taking over the land permanently.
The facts on the ground mean a
virtual takeover is occurring rapidly, and that means
trouble.

Dr. Meron Benvenisti, an Israeli who was vice
mayor of Jerusalem, pointed out that Israel has taken
for its own uses — settlements, military and “nature
reserves’ — almost 40 percent of West Bank land.
Even if it doesn't take another square foot, he said, it
has enough space served by water and utilities and so
forth to settle a million people. Israelis are moving in

in trading territory for peace, and because they don't
want their country to e, in essence, a perma-
nent occupying force anywhere.

One can’t reasonably ask an Israeli about-face in
the West Bank based on threats or empty words. And
of course Israel can't give up anything without abso-
lutely dependable guarantees of security in exchange.
The challenge now is to discover whether the many
accommodating words spoken at Emory were empty
or not. That, however, will require more action from

droves into what amount to suburban subdivisions out-
side Jerusalem. Thus, even if there is a freeze on new
settlements, the deed has effectively been done.

- If there was one point on which the Arab dele-
ates to the Emory conference were united, it was
their insistence that settlements cannot continue to
row. Some went further, of course, charging Israel is
expansionist” and wants parts of Lebanon and Syria
and even the “East Bank”™ — that is, {ordan. That's
inflammatory poppycock. But if you believe anything
they said you have to believe their contention that
there can be no lasting peace if there is no West Bank
to negotiate about.

Not only Arabs are worried about this. Former
Secretary of State Cyrus, Vance said he thinks. “before
long we will see . . . a de facto annexation,” and
when that happens we will be “sent back to square
one” in the peace process. Former National Security
Adviser Zbigniew Brzezinski warned of movement to-
ward a “fait accompli” on the West Bank, one which
could maneuver the US. into the position of becom-
ing a protagonist in the area, rather than a mediator.
This could lead tc American forces sent isto war
against Palestinians, which could in turn cause mas-

In the meantime, what course will Israel follow?
Menachem Begin seemed to have made up his mind
that the West Bank would never be returned, in
whole or in part. Yitzhak Shamir may well feel the
same way. If that remains the official Israeli position,
then the settlements may continue to spread until the

area is, for all practical purposes, part of Israel.

|
sive rethinkin the American public of our rela-
tionship with m .

Another point needs to be made here, however.
Israel must have someone to negotiate with over its
future settlements policy, and except for Egypt the
Arab side refuses to talk. Israeli Haim Shakec[v of the
University of Miami said the key to the West Bank is
in the hands of Israel, Jordan and the Palestinians, if
only the latter two will come to the table.

Of course, there’s no assurance that freezing or
withdrawing settlements would bring peace. But even
if changing the settlements policy wouldn't guarantde

a solution, continuing it does guarantee more serious.
problems. R

The West Bank is a demographic time bomb for
Israel. As Crown' Prince Hassan
time is nearing when Israel will
tween “cormnprom:

have to choose be-
/ _ i the Jewish nature of its state”™
by granting rights to the Arab residents there, or com-
omising its democratic and humane principles by
enying them those rights or by “squeezing the Arabs
eastward into Jordan.” ;
This is no Arab propaganda exercise. It is a genu-
ine worry for many Israelis who oppose de facto or de
jure annexation because they believe the solution lies

Because of the settlements

plowing inexorably in that direction now, with

of Jordan said, the

policy, events are
poten-

tially devastating consequences. As Dr. Benvenisti put

it, “The whole political premise that thi
ible is about to ome irrelevant/”

homes outside Jerusalem worth that price?
: :

ngs are revers-

Are suburbag
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5Leaders hear
Carter, Ford on
‘Mideast meeting

By Greg McDonald

Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Former Presidents Jimmy Carter
and Gerald Ford met with Secretary of State George
Shultz and congressional leaders Thursday. to give them an
analysis of the current Middle East situation based on in-
sights the former chief executives gained from a recent
Atlanta conference on the region. :

After a luncheon meetmg with Shultz at the State De-
,R:rlment and a meeting on
-Majority Leader Howard Baker (R-Tenn.),

Minority

Leader Robert C. Byrd (D-W.Va.) and House Speaker Tip .

O'Neill Jr. (D-Mass.), the two said they offered some
proposals that might be pursued by the administration to
move the peace process forward,

The former presidents declined to comment on the
specifics of the discussions. But Carter said Shultz and the
congressional leaders “were eager” to hear his and Ford's
views. =

Friday, November 18, 1983

Capitol Hill with Senate

The two former presidents said they plan to provide
the administration and Congress with a detailed report of
the “consultation” on the Middle East they hosted earlier
this month at Emory University. The conference brought
together scholars and government leaders from Syria, Is-
rael, Lebanon, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Jordan and other
countries to discuss the problems of the region in a public
forum.

But according to congressional and administration
olhcxals some of the information conveyed to Shultz and

United Pfess Inlematlonal

MEETING: (Left to right) Baker, O'Neill, Ford, Carter, Byrd and Rep. Robert Michel after discussion.

the congressional leaders came from private discussions
they had with representatives of Middle Eastern countries
who attended the conference.

Carter has often been critical of the adm:mstrations
handling of Middle Eastern affairs, particularly what the
former president has described as a lack of direct involve-
ment by the highest level of the administration in peace
pegotiations. Ford, a Repubhcan and supporter of Presi-
dent Reagan on most issues, has also been critical on
occasion of the administration’s efforts in the Middle
East.
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Carter, Ford shareé ideas
on WMideast with leaders

By Greg McDozald
Washingion Buresu

WASHINGTON — Former Presidents
Jimmy Carter and Gerald Faord met with
Secretary of State George Shultz and coo-
gressiopal leaders Thursday to provide
them with an analysis of the Middle East
situation based on insights the two gained
from a conference on the rezion keld re-
cently in Atlanta,

After a lupcheon meeting with Stuitz
at the State Department and a meeting on
Capitol Hill with Senate Majority Leacer
Howard Baker (R-Tean), idinority Leader
Raobert Byrd (D-W.vVa.) and Hous2 Speaker

F O'Neill (D-Mass.), the two said they
offeed some propesals that might be pur-
sued by the administration to move the

process forward

The former presidents, however, de-
clined to comment on the specifics of the
discussions. But Czrter said Shultz and the
congressional leaders “were eager” to hear
his and Ford’s views.

The two former presidents said they
plan to provide the administration and

Congress with a detailed report of the
“consultation” on the Middle East they
hosted earlier this month at Emory
University. The conference brought to-
gether scholars and government leaders
from Syria, Lrael, Lebanoa, Egypt, Saudi
Arabia, Jordan and other countries to dis-
cuss the problems of tha region in a public

forum. !

But according to congressional and
administration officials. some of the infor-
maticn conveyed to Suultz and tie cco- |
gressional leaders car~ from private dis- |
cussicas they bod with representatives of
Middle Eastern couctrics who attended the
conference.

Carter bas often toen criticz] of the
administration’s bandli~g of Middle East-
ern affairs, particularly of what be bas de-
scribed as a lack of direct involvement by
the highest level of the administration in
peace pegotiations.

Ford, a Republican and supporter of
President Reagan on most issues, has also
been critical on occasion of the adminis-
tration’s efforts in the Middle East.
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Still concerned about the world: two furmnr Presidents cunsulting in Atlanta

Catching Up on the Middle East

1] y bringing together people of reflec-
tion and action, the center hopes to
encourage better understanding of the is-
sues facing the Middle East.” So said for-
mer President Jimmy Carter last week as
he launched a four-day conference at the
new Carter Center of Emory University in
Atlanta. The conference featured former
President’ Gerald Ford as co-chairman.
Participants included a host of high-rank-
ing officials, scholars and other experts

the Palestinian community, the U.S., the
Soviet Union and Western Europe.

Carter had been working for much of
the past year preparing the conference.
the first major project of the think tank he
heiped establish. After enlisting Ford's
support, he visited six Middle East coun-
tries to recruit participants and also to
catch up on recent developments in the
region. Both men received background
papers from such former policymakers as
Harold Saunders, Zbigniew Brzezinski
and Philip Habib.

Carter wanted the meeting to be
a “‘consuitation” at which participants
“would not only present their cases but
would in fact consuit each other as well,
especially in the private sessions and
dinners.” And sn it. went;, despite one or

|} wo. glitches. The’ Israeli:: government. |
backed out at the last moment, claiming - |

that one of, the Arab participants, Har-
vard . Professor and. noted Palestinian
Author Walid Khalidi, was a member of
the Palestine Liberation Organization.
Khalidi denied it. The Syrians and the
Jordanians pointedly ignored each other,
and Jordanian Crown Prince Hassan ibn
Talal refused to accept direct questions
from the unofficial Israeli participants.
But nobody walked out, not even when
the Israeli scholars were speaking.

from five Arab countries as well as Israel, |

Jimmy Carter calls a conference of scholars and officials

There were spirited exchanges. When
a Syrian delegate castigated the confer-
ence organizers for not inviting P.L.O. rep-
resentatives, former Under Secretary of

- State Joseph: Sisco countered, ‘I wonder

what sort of Palestinian movement you are
talking about. Is it the P.L.O. Syria is try-
ing to put under its total domination?” Af-
ter a Soviet delegate claimed that his coun-
try had only reluctantly rearmed Syria
after its losses in Lebanon last year, Co-
Moderator Ford declared, “Such an im-
mediate resupply [of Syria] wouid indicate
to me that [the Soviets] were a willing and
active participant in the arms race.” An-
other speaker compared the Soviets in the
Middle East toﬁ‘someone who can’t say no
but claims to be a virgin.

Crown Prince Hassan praised the
Reagan initiative of last year but criticized
the U.S. for “not accompanying the plan
with a cohererf’peace strategy.” He urged
the U.S. to “squeeze us all a little in the in-
terest of peace” and added that the prob-
lem of Palestine, the “root cause” of the
continuing Arab-Israeli conflict, “is as far
from resolution as it has ever been.” Israeli
settlement policy on the West Bank wasa
recurring theme. As Carter put it, “The
massive and total commitment of Tsrael to
this unprecedented settlement - activity

.[has}:-created n new dimension. If Israel | .. -
. moves inrany sort of final way to annex the - i
' West Bank and Gaza Strip, then-any pros-

pectforthdleEastpeacem]lbetemn ;
nated in our lifetime.”
Carter and Ford listened intently,

| took notes and occasionally steered the
| discussion back on track. In the process, |

they demonstrated that such “consulta-
tions,” which the Carter Center hopes to
hold regularly, are an ideal activity for
former Presidents still concerned about
the problems of the world. ]
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middle east

The director of the Middle East section of the former U.S.
president’s think-tank sums up the findings of its first conference

By Mcna es-Said

Active U.S. involvement in efforts to achieve a
negotiated settlement in the Middle East that would
reconcile Palestinian demands with Israeli “security
concerns” has been advocated by participants at the Middle
East conference sponsored by the Carter Center at Emory
University in Atlanta, Georgia.

The director of the Middle East Consultation of the
Carter Center, Dr. Kenneth Stein, told Monday Moming in
a telephone interview last week that the four-day pariey
that was co-chaired by former Presidents Jimmy Carter and
Gerald Ford, and which brought together many prominent
academics and Middle East experts (see box), had made a
"‘very constructive’’ and “positive” contribution. ..

The conference, held earlier this month, was the first
foray into the international arena by the newly-founded
Carter Center, set up’ by the former president to study
wortd affairs.

Israel refused to send an official delegate to the
conference on the grounds that Dr. Walid Khalidi, the
Palestinian representative, is a member of the Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO). Conference organizers and
the U.S. State Department made clear that Khalidi, a
Harvard University professor, is not a member of the PLO.

Dr. Stein, who is also associate professor of Near Eastern

sponsored by then President Carter

history at Emory University, said there had been general
agreement on the need for “certain risks to be taken in
order to move negotiations forward,” along with a
willingness on the part of the people of the region
themselves for peaceful change and compromise.
Pragmatism and realism were seen as essential in any effort
to tackle problems of the area, he said.

“The conclusion was reached that Palestinian demands
for participation in their own destiny can and must be
reconciled with |srael’s security concerns,” Stein said.

Participants took note of Syria’s “distinct security and
territorial interests in the region’” and admitted that
“Syria’s legitimate security congerns.. could .not be
discarded.” There was. also special emphasis on
self-determination for all the peoples of the Middle East,
without exception, and Stein reported that
“self-determination was seen as a vital concept.” This
emphasis was significant in view of reports by speakers on
“demographic and spatial changes’™ in the |srazli-occupied
West Bank, said Stein.

The Carter Center consultation was not a2 '‘Carmp David
I, nor was it an “Atlanta edition of Camp Davig,”” Stein
said, in'a reference to the 1978 Camp David accords
which brought

B

.
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about the 1979 Egyptian-lsraeli peace treaty. But even

though the meeting was not convened “to go through a -

process of coming up with a document that governments
~would sign,’” heads of state who dispatched participants
would receive “summary findings” and letters from Carter
and Ford indicating what the resuits were. The Reagan
.Administrauon will, naturally, be briefed on the results of

the conference.
Dr. Stain stated that the following positions emerged on

key topics:
L] U.S.kolicy in the Middie East: The US. has acritical
role, if not the critical role, to play in the area, Washingten
@ should 2ct to stop drift from setting in, but its action must

\

Former Presidents Jimmy Carter and Gerald Ford

be even-handed, consistent, forceful and constructive.

® The Reagan Administration commitment to Lebanon:
The US. is still standing fast on keeping the May 17
Lebanese-lsraeli agreement an operative documant,

® The situation in Lebanon: Lebanon's territorial
integrity and national independence must be preserved,
despite fears that it may undergo through more conflict,
bloodshed and war.

® The prospects of the Reagan and Fez peace plans: The
vocabulary of the two documents must be reconciled in
order for the negotiating process to move ahead.

® Moscow ‘spositionin the region: Two divergent views
emerged. One side stressed that the Soviet Union, which has
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stakes in the area, cannot be excluded and should be
brought into the peacemaking process at some stage. The
other side felt that the Soviet Union would only play the
role of a “spoiler” and advocated that it be kept out of the
negotiating process completely.

The full text of the interview with Dr. Stein follows:

What were the main conclusions on Lebanon drawn by |

the conferees?

Qur conclusions were. general, and deait with the
Middle East as a whole, not only with Lebanon.

| think that the main point which has an impact for
Lebanon was that everybody stressed the need for the
preservation of its territoral integrity and national inde-
pendence. All the participants also noted that Lebanon
was eager to protect its sovereignty and to contain the
influence of external factors.

Fears were expressed that Lebanon might be losing its
identity, and there was a feeling that Lebanon ‘was in a
state of profound insecurity that should be alleviated, if
at all possible. Lastly, as far as Lebanon is concerned,
there was a distinct fear of continued conflict, bioodshed
and war,

What were the main conclusions drawn by the confe-

rees on the Middle East in general?

The purpose of the consultation, of course, was to
have people come and frankly discuss their attitudes and
aspirations with respect to the Middle East, Representa-
tives of governments presented, in an articulate manner,
the attitudes of their respective populations and govern-
ments, and we came to some general conclusions. These
do not involve just Lebanon and not even the Arab-lsraels
conflict, but the Middle East in general.

The first important point was that certain risks have to
be taken in order to move negotiations forward, be it in
Lebanon or within the context of the Arab-Israeli con-
flict.

It is also important that there be a committed, forth-
right, energetic U.S. involvement in achieving some sort of
negotiated settlement in either Lebanon or the overall
Arab-Israeli theater. There was a general feeling that the
U.S. should be fair and forthright; it should not be an
advocate but a partner. It should also be even-handed,
consistent, unwavering, forceful and constructive.

We cannot make
foreign policy in
Georgia; but we can
identify the
problems and the
people who want to

solve them
82

A third point that was stressed was that the U.S. or
other outside powers could not influence the region to
effect peaceful change unless the people of the region
wanted peaceful change themselves and were willing t0
compromise, live at peace with others and make some
sort of political accommodation with one another. The
U.S. can only prod people up to a certain point; uniess
they want to move themselves.

Another important point was that pragmatism and
realism are required on all sides in all issues of the Middie
Eastern conflict. The conclusion was reached that Pales-
tinian demands for participation in their own destiny can
and must be reconciled with |srael’s security concerns.
The notion that Israel is a reality was stated explicitly.
But, by the same token, it was stated quite explicitly that
Israel must meke some concrete decisions about what its
eastern borders are, and that the Palestinians need to have
their interests served while the Israelis have their security
concerns preserved.

It was made quite clear that Syria has its distinct
security and territorial interests in the region and that
Syria’s legitimate security concerns must be taken into
account and cannot be discarded. Syria, it was said, was
part of the problem, and it must be part of the solution.
Syria must be part of negotiations that take place.

It was also made crystal clear that self-determination
was necessary for the people in the region — be they
Lebanese, Israelis, Palestinians or Jordanians. Self-determi-
nation was seen as a vital concept.

We came to the conclusion that there is some common
ground between Security Council Resolution 242, the Fez
plan, the Fahd plan and the Reagan initiative. |t was
recognized, however, 1hat there were some very ambi-
guous terms used in those four documents or statements,
and these ambiguities must be cleared up so that the people
could feel secure.

It was noted that ambiguity allows for ambivalence,

.and euphemisms lead to evasions. We have to be precise

about what is meant by “occupied territories.” We have
to be precise about what is meant by “General Assembly
resolutions.”” Generalities are no longer enough if we are
to move ahead to a period of concrete, genuine, com-
prehensive and just peace in the Middle East.

Another point that was made was that polarization and
the radicalization of the region are not in the interests of
its population,

A final significant point was made to the effect that
there are moderate voices on all sides of the issue, and

- these moderate voices need to be propelled to the front;

they need to be given an opportunity to speak, discuss,
engage in dialogue and communicate. in fact, that was the
purpose of our consultation — namely, to provide a
‘orum for people to come and discuss in a forthright,
constructive fashion, and in an open and candid way,
limelight of the cameras of the United
having ro fully represent their

wWiIthous ne
Nations and without
governments.

They were also given an opportunity to state publicly
and candidly what are the areas of compromise, and what



®t was made clear that
Syria’s legitimate
jecurity interests
gnust be addressed.
Damascus is part of
“:he problem —

ind it must be part
®)f the solution

There were
differences of
opinion over the
Soviet position

®n the Middle East

an be done in order to achieve a non-war situation in the
2g:on,
In that sense, | think the three and a half day consul-
.t=on was very constructive,

Will any recommendations be submitted to Middle
Eastern governments, as well as to the U.S. administra
tion?

We plan to convey our summary findings to the
racious heads of state who dispatched participants to the
.nsultation. We will also seek to explain to them our
wrpose, our goals, and how to meet our purpose and
chieve our goals.

Similarly, an effort will be exerted to explain to the
resent U.S. administration the conclusions of the con-
srence and the nature of the moderate voices that shouid
. listened to and which should be nurtured.

We are not a gavernment-in-exile. We cannot make
oreign policy in. Georgia — we're forbidden.to do that by
he U.S. federal constitution. We have one president at a
ime and one government at-a time. However, we can
ngage in private discussions cesigned to achieve an
ientification of the problems and a recognition of the
.ople who want to go ahead and solve those problems,

In a private way, the Carter Center will be making
very effort to put before the leaders of the countries
vrhich sent participants and to the Reagan Administration
he findings of this consultation. In fact, we are actively
ngaged in doing just that. Within the next two or three

weeks, | suspect that heads of state involved will receve
letters from President Carter and President Ford, indicat
ng what the results were.

How did the absence of an official Israeli representa-

tive affect the pariey?

| don't think it had any impact whatsoever. | think we
had a very good representative who came to us; | am
referring to *Gideon Raphael, a member of the Labor
Party and the former director-general of the Israeli foreign
ministry and the former Israeli ambassador in London. He
gave a very articulate and cogent presentation.

The Israeli scholars who were present responded in a
forthright fashion when they felt that their interests were
not being considered or their ideas were not bemng heard.
| really don’t think the consultation was hurt in any way
by the fact that Israel did not have an official spokesman
present,

Could you elaborate on the position which emerged at

the conference on Israel’s policy in the occupied

territories?

| think that Dr. Benvenist:, the tormer vice-mayor of
Jerusalem, and Professor Nasser Nazzal ot B Zeit Univer-
sity spoke articulately about the changing demographic
and spatial situation on the West Bank today. It was
clearly and graphically shown that drastic changes were
taking place and, in the opimion of these two gentlemen,
those kinds of changes needed to be promptly stopped !
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there is to be some sort of discussion about the status of
the West Bank in some future negotiations.

Could you sum up your findings on U.S. policy?

The point that evoked the largest amount of common
discussion and on which there was the greatest conver-
gence was the issue of the U.S. role. It was felt that the
U.S. should piay an active role, without impaosing itself on
the area. It should not allow drift to set in — drift is
dangerous and time is vital. The United States must
harness its energies in a concerted way in an effort to
bring people together to talk.

At one point during the consultation, President Carter
noted that every time the U.S. had been asked to provide
its good services and good offices to bring people together
to get a negotiated settiement, it had been successful. |
think that every speaker, without exception, made the
point that the United States has a critical role, if not the
critical role, to play n creating an atmosphere of non-war
and, perhaps, of tranguillity.

What about the Syrian-Palestinian and inter-Palestinian

disputes?

Very little was said during the consultation about
inter-Arab politics or the current Syrian-PLO controversy
or fighting in North Lebanon.

How come?

| don’t have any explanation for it, other than to say
It was not an issue of discussion. Attention at the consul-
tation was focussed mainly on the Arab-lsraeli theater and
on the situation in Lebhanon, Very little discussion took
place on what was happening to the PLO

How did the conference view the commitment of the
Reagan Administration to Lebanon?

The Middle East Consultation of
the Carter Center was attended by a
combination of policy-makers,
demics and the general public. The

THE PARTICIPANTS

— Former Nationai Security Coun-
cil member William Quandt
aca- — Former Assistant Secretary of
State for Near Eastern Affairs Harold

prominent figures who participated Saunders ter of state for foreign affairs.
in the deliberations included, from Other countries were represented — Jordan: Crown Prince Hassan
the United States: as follows: bin Talal.

There wasn't a great deal of discussion about it, but
the point was made that the Reagan Administration had
made a concerted effort to promote the conclusion of the
May 17 agreement between |Israel and Lebanon. It was
noted that the U.S., at present, was standing fast in its
desire to see that accord remain an operative document.
Actuaily, there was some controversy over that, and there
were some who said that document was not something
that should have a long political life. There were some
disagreements on this issue.

How were the prospects of the Reagan and Fez peace

plans viewed?

| think it is difficuit to speculate on prospects. There
were people who thought that the Reagan and Fez plans
had some compatibility. Others felt that there were grave
gaps in the Fez plan which require specific and plain
elucidation.

There were those who felt that the Fez plan was just
too amorphous, that it did not specifically and unequivo-
caily state that Israel had the right to exist in the region.
There were some people who felt that the reliance upon
U.N. resolutions or U.N. guarantees would not be suf-
ficient,

However, the thought was promoted that the voca-
bulary of these two documents should be somehow
reconciled in order to make it possibie for the negotiating
process 1o move ahead.

How did you assess the prospects for peace in the

Middle East?

It is very difficult to say whether the mood at the
conference was optimistic or pessimistic. | think we could
safely say that everyone who participated in the consul-
tation was pleased by the results, and by the fact that

counsellor at the Soviet embassy in
Washington and a specialist on the
Middle East.

— Syria: Farouk el-Shareh, minis-

— Former President Jimmy Carter

— Former Secretary of State Cyrus
Vance

— Farmer special
envoy Philip Habib

Middle East

— Forme: Middle East negotiator
Sol Linowitz
— Former National Security

Advisor Zbigniew Brzezinski

— Former President Gerald Ford-

— Egypt: Dr. Usama Baz; political-
affairs advisor to the Egyptian presi-
dent.

— Saudi Arabia: Prince Bandar bin
Sultan, the Saudi Arabian ambassador
in Washington.

— Lebanon: Dr. Wadih Haddad,
national security affairs adwisor to
the Lebanese president.

— Soviet Union: Alexander Zoltov,

~The' main speakers. on the West
Bank were Dr. Marwan Benvenisti
and Dr. Nasser Nazzal.

Israel did not send an official
representative, but Gideon Raphael,
former [sraeli ambassador to Britain

and former director-general of the
Israeli  foreign  ministry, attended.
Dr. Walid Khalidi of Harvard

University spoke on behalf of the
Palestinians in a private capacity.
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® The conclusion was
reached that
Palestinian demands
e can, and must, be
reconciled with
Israel’s ‘security
‘concerns'

There was unanimous
.agreement that
Washington has a
critical role to play
in bringing peace to
® the Middle East

people engaged in direct discussions with one another. |
think people were also pleased by the moderate tone that
emerged.
] If that is an indication of what the prospects of peace
in the Middle East are, then it is a good indication. But it
must be realized that a certain atmosphere is created in a
conference which is not always translated into the real
world of what goes on in Lebanon, or Syria, or Jordan,
or the West Bank, or Israel or ‘Egypt, or Saudi Arabia.
Consequently, the atmosphere that we generated at the
® conference might not be realistic in the greater sphere of
the Middle East region.

| think that a positive spirit emerged from the consul-
tstion because people did not walk out when other
people spoke. People spoke to each other candidly,
directly and forthrightly, and that, in itself, was a major
- accomplishment, when we consider the Middle East and

its recent history. i : ¥

How did you view the role of the Soviet Union in the

area?

There was some controversy or, rather, difference of
opinion, about the role of the Soviet Union. There were
@ some who said that the Soviet Union should be involved
in the peace-making process, perhaps not now, but cer-
tainly at some place along the line. They argued that the
Soviet Union does have interests in the area, and that it
cannot be totally excluded.

There were those, on the other side, who felt that the

Soviet Union would only play the role of a spoiler and,
therefore, should not be incorporated at any time into
the negotiating process. There was clearly difference of
opinion on this issue.

What do you believe the impact of the conference

will be?

| think we have already seen the immediate impact.
People have gone back to their countries and they have
spoken positively about the consultation. | think they
have realized that two former presidents can discuss the
Middle East constructively, in a bipartisan manner. | dont
think this was a Camp David |l, neither was it an
“Atlanta edition” of Camp David.

This was an effort from people to have a vehicle of
expression of their ideas so that they could feel they were
being heard. Qften in the Middle East people in govern-

meént feel that their attitudes are not viewed in the proper '

fashion, or are not fully understood. | think we gave
people that opportunity. | think that all points of view
were heard and, in that sense, it was positive.

Camp David was discussed, but the consultation was
not Camp David |l. We did not convene that group of
people in order to go through a process of coming up
with a document that governments would sign. We can't
do that, and we shouldn’t be doing it. What we should
do, and what we did do, was to provide people with a
forum in which they could speak out and express their
views and positions.



Schedule of Sessions

Time Topic
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6

[:00-3:30pm Egypr
4:00-6:15pm Saudi Arabia

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 7

9:00 am Lebanon
1:15-2:30pm Sovier Interests in the Middle East
3:00-5:00pm Syria

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8

9:00 am Jordan
1:1 -3':I§\“‘IH [i:\' \\‘n‘\T H‘IML
5:00 pm [srael

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9
):00 am I'he Palestinian Community
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Co-Chairmen of the Middle East Consultation
President Jimmy Carter

President Gerald R. Ford

Middle East Project Director
Kenneth W. Stein, Emory University

Location

Woodruff Medical Center

Administration Building Auditorium

(WMCAB)

WMCAB

WMCAB

Glenn Memorial Church

WMCAB

WMCAB

Glenn Memorial Church

WMCAB

Auditorium

Auditorium



