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About 1,800 cases 

in 4 countries

Guinea Worm Disease
Overview of the Eradication Campaign

Nigeria
Nigeria established its national Guinea Worm Eradication Program in 1987. A 
six-month nationwide village by village search from August 1988 through February 
1989 found 653,492 cases of Guinea worm disease in 5,872 villages — by far the 
highest number of cases found among the endemic countries. The last indigenous 
case of the disease was detected and contained in the village of Ezza Nkwubor, 
Enugu East Local Government Area, in Enugu State on November 11, 2008. 
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and the thousands of village 
volunteers. Special recogni-
tion also goes to General 
(Dr.) Yakubu Gowon, for-
mer head of state of Nigeria 
and formidable Guinea 

worm warrior since 1998. 
All of these individuals who 
assisted the program over 
the years made the eradica-
tion of Guinea worm disease 
from Nigeria possible.
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For more information and to follow the progress of the Guinea worm campaign,  
go to www.cartercenter.org/guinea-worm
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Moussa, and Mr. Oumarou 
Harou. In addition, the 
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Global Campaign
When The Carter Center and its partners first engaged the campaign to eradicate 
Guinea worm disease, there were an estimated 3.5 million cases in 20 countries. 
Almost 25 years later, the number of cases has been reduced by more than  
99 percent to about 1,800 in four countries in 2010.

Niger
Niger established its national Guinea Worm Eradication Program in 1991, when a 
nationwide village by village search found 32,829 cases of Guinea worm disease in 
1,687 villages. The last indigenous case of the disease was detected and contained in 
the village of Tintihoune, Tillaberi district, Tillaberi region, in October 2008. 
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Nigeria
Nigeria established its national Guinea Worm Eradication Program in 1987. A 
six-month nationwide village by village search from August 1988 through February 
1989 found 653,492 cases of Guinea worm disease in 5,872 villages — by far the 
highest number of cases found among the endemic countries. The last indigenous 
case of the disease was detected and contained in the village of Ezza Nkwubor, 
Enugu East Local Government Area, in Enugu State on November 11, 2008. 
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