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tlast, Nigeria is on its way to being free from the deadly and
economically debilitating Guinea worm infection. This was
the good news that came out of the recent three-day stock

taking stakeholders meeting in Abuja organised by the Carter
Centre. The Centre and its partners have been involved in efforts
to eradicate Guinea worm disease across the globe,

Founded in 1982 by former U.S. President, Jimmy Carter and
his wife Rosalyn, the non-government organisation began its ac-
tivities to help eradicate Guinea worm disease in 1986. The cam-
paign has led to the drastic reduction of the scourge by more

than 99.8 per cent, from approximately
3.5 million people to 4,619. The result is
that, 14 of the original 20 endemic coun
tries have eliminated the disease. Cases
of the ancient parasitic disease reached
an all-time low in 2008 with 4,619 cases
reported worldwide, compared to the
previous year when cases numbered
9,585. According to available statistics,
Ghana made remarkable progress in
2008, bringing incidence of the disease
down to 501, from 3,358 in 2007. The
Centre has also made appreciable impact
in the eradication of the disease in five
other African countries— Sudan, Mali
Ethiopia, Niger and Nigeria.

The good news that came out of the
Carter Centre review of its health-as-
sisted programmes in Nigeria recently
however is that the world is indeed free
of the pandemic. Emmanuel Miri, a medi-
cal doctor and country representative of
the centre, told this magazine that in its
21 years of involvement in Nigeria, it has
for the first time, in 2009, received zero
report about any cases of the water-
borne disease in any part of the country.
Based on this report, Nigeria, he main
tained, will be certified as a guineaworm
free nation by the World Health
Organisation, WHO, provided the zero-
incidence continues between now and
2011.

Giving insight to how this dreaded
monster was killed in Nigeria, Miri said
the TCC at inception in 1988, discovered
that Nigeria had the highest number of
people suffering from the scourge in the
world. “There were 653,620 cases of
Guinea worm, found in 5,879 villages in
21 states and the Federal Capital Terri-
tory in Nigeria.” Miri stated that the fig-
ure of those suffering from the disease
came down tol6,374 cases In seven
years, representing about 97 per cent
This drastic reduction, according to Miri
was made possible by the entrance of the
former military Head of State of Nigeria,
Gen. Yakubu Gowon, as the major public
relations person in the fight for the eradi
cation of the disease. Coupled with the
active involvement of the federal, state
and local governments, the incidence of
the disease was further reduced to 7,869
cases in 2006 and 16 cases in early 2009
bringing the reduction total to 99.8 per

of the v

cent.

In his remarks, Gowon who chaired the occasion at which this
cheery news was made public, commended the great contribu-
tions the Centre had made, and continues to make, in all its
health-assisted programmes in Nigeria. Among these programmes
are the control of River Blindness, Lymphatic Filariasis, Trachoma,
Schistosomiasis, Malaria and the distribution of Vitamin A supple-
ment. "It is not possible to adequately quantify the aggregate
contributions of the Carter Centre in Nigeria through these
programmes. Though more than 650,000 guineaworm cases were
discovered across the country in 1987, available records have
shown that there is zero case of the spread of the disease in Ni-
geria today. But it suffices for me to state emphatically and with
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