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Women drying paddy for husking at Sherpur.
Photo: Golam Rahman
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ACCESS TO INFORMATION ENABLES WOMEN TO KNOW AND

EXERCISE THEIR FULL RANGE OF RIGHTS.




Women gather after a training.
Photo: Shahnaz Karim
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IN EXERCISING THE RIGHT OF ACCESS TO INFORMATION UNDER
THE ACT, CITIZENS DO NOT NEED TO PROVIDE THE AGENCY WITH

A REASON FOR THEIR REQUEST.
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COLLECTING MULTIPLE TYPES OF DATA ALLOWED FOR

TRIANGULATION DURING ANALYSIS.
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Do women access information with the
same frequency, ease, and rate of

success as men?
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Community Experts Employees

Leaders

Does access to information for women
vary depending on their age?
100%
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80%
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60% H No
50%
40%
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20% response/
109% doesn't
0% know
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Leaders
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THE AGGREGATE FINDINGS INDICATE THE PERCEPTION THAT
WOMEN DO NOT ACCESS INFORMATION AS EASILY OR

AS FREQUENTLY AS MEN.
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Do you think women are interested in
accessing information held by the government?
Community Leaders (n=128)
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MORE THAN 85 PERCENT OF COMMUNITY LEADERS PERCEIVED
THAT WOMEN ARE, IN FACT, INTERESTED IN

PUBLIC INFORMATION.




Do you think that the national government holds
information women need to better their lives?
Community Leaders (n=128)

7.9%

mYes

H No

92.1%

Do you think that the local government holds information
women need to better their lives?
Community Leaders (n=128)
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¥ Yes
ENo

B No Response

What information would be most valuable to women for
economic empowerment and

promotion and protection of rights?

Community Leaders (n=128)
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Have you heard about the Right to Information Act?
Community Leaders (n=128)

EYes
H No

Television

Educational institutions
Community/local organizations (NGOs)
Husband

Other family members

Friends

Local government office

Newspaper

Internet

Radio

Traditional Leaders

Mosque/Religious leaders/Places of Worship
National government office

Village Elders

Where do women currently get information?
Community Leaders (n=128)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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A young woman weaves a white sari with her
brother. Photo: KarimPhoto / Shutterstock.com

ENDNOTES

"'See: https://asiafoundation.org/resources/pdfs/CitizensAccesstolnformationinSouthAsia.pdf; https://www.article19.org/
resources.php/resource/38129/en/country-report:-the-right-to-information-in-bangladesh.

? See: Carter Center Access to Information Implementation Assessment Tool: Selected Agencies in Bangladesh,
www.cartercenter.org/accesstoinformation.html.

? Only 24 of the 56 percent of government officials self-identified as such during interviews. Many categorized them-
selves as “other” and gave their title but either held elected or appointed local government positions. For the purposes of
the breakout above, The Carter Center has placed them in the category of government officials based on their title. This

percentage is potentially even higher.

THE CARTER CENTER ATTEMPTED TO MITIGATE IMPACTS OF
VARIATIONS IN THE APPLICATION OF THE METHODOLOGY
WHEN POSSIBLE.
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https://www.article19.org/resources.php/resource/38129/en/country-report:-the-right-to-information-in-bangladesh
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