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PRELIMINARY POST-ELECTION STATEMENT

INTERNATIONAL DELEGATION TO THE
NATIONAL ELECTIONS IN PARAGUAY

May 10, 1993
Asuncién, Paraguay

We are pleased to offer this preliminary statement on behalf of the intemational observer
delegation sponsored by the National Democratic Institute for International Affairs (NDI) and
the Council of Freely Elected Heads of Government. The delegation, which consists of 31
members from 15 countries, yesterday witnessed Paraguay’s national elections,

The delegation observed the balloting and counting in six major cities -- Asuncidn,
Colone] Oviedo, Ciudad del Este, Concepcion, Encarnacion and Pedro Juan Caballero - as well
as in smaller surrounding municipalities. This statement represents a consensus view of our
observations,

The delegation has been here since Wednesday, May 5. On Thursday and Friday, the
delegation met with a broad spectrum of government officials, political leaders, candidates,
military officials, civic Jeaders and members of the Central Electoral Board, On Saturday, most
of the delegates deployed to the interior of the country to mest with local candidates and
electoral officials, On Sunday, we observed the balloting in 333 mesas (voting tables) at 44
polling sites covering roughly 22 percent of the electorate.

The delegation benefitted from the experience of NDI and the Council. NDI, which
organized observer delegations to the 1989 national and 1991 municipal elections, has supported
civic education programs in Paraguay during the past four years and recently organized
workshops to train local officials. The Council and NDJ have had experience monitoring the
electoral process in 11 countries in the Western Hemisphere.

NDI provided assistance to SAKA, the consortium of nongovernmental organizations, to
conduct a quick count for the election. NDI also sponsored a visit by two Panamanian experts
in voter registration to help the political parties review the registration lists. In March, NDI sent
a five-pecson team to study the electoral process. Last week, NDI published a report based on

the team's findings and the observations and reseacch conducted by NDI Program Officer Steve
Griner, who has been in Paraguay for six wesks.



The delegation notes that the final tabulation of results has not been completed.
Therefore, this statement reflects a preliminary assessment by the delegation. A more detailed
final report will be issued next month. Representatives of NDI and the Council will remain in
Paraguay to await the announcement of the results and to investigate electoral challenges and
complaints.

Since the coup in 1989, Paraguay has made impressive democratic progress. During this
year's campaign, political parties and civic groups were largely allowed to organize
unencumbered, Candidates freely debated the most contentious issues. Journalists freely
investigated the candidates’ backgrounds and analyzed their platforms. One independent
newspaper editor, who had suffered repression in the past, told our delegation that the press has
become free in the past four years,

Throughout the country, the elections were generally conducted in a peaceful and orderty
manner. Particularly in urban areas, the elections were administered properly, in contrast to the
1991 municipal elections when thousands of voters were unable to locate their voting sites on
election day. Despite the sometimes sluggish administration of the balloting, voters waited
patiently to cast their ballots. There was no evidence on Sunday that the registration lists had
been altered to hinder the ability of opposition supporters to find their voting sites, as opposition
parties had feared.

Most disputes were resolved peacefully by the election officials and party pollwatchers
at the mesas. The apoderados (polling site supervisors) offered assistance to voters and mesa
officials, and pollwatchers from different political parties worked cooperatively.

As in all transitional elections, many of the parties raised deep concerns that certain
election problems could result in fraud on election day. We decided to test the magnitude of
these problems while seeking to determine any patterns to these irregularities in a questionnaire
that our observers filled out at each of the mesas and sites visited.

Qur observers covered 333 mesas and in addition surveyed 44 voting sites through
discussions with apoderados that covered 1865 mesas or roughly 21 percent of all the mesas in
the country. This did not represent a systematic sample, but rather an attempt to cover large
areas of the country. The results of the survey indicate that these problems rarely occur-«d and
were jsolated.

While there was initially some concern that the election officials would not be
representative, our survey found that there were three election officials, generally representing
three different parties in 99.1% of the mesas and 99.7% of the sites with complete survey
responses,

. Pollwatchers play an invaluable role on election day, and as a rule, we bhave found
that elections are more likely to be free if all the major parties have pollwatchers. Our survey
found that pollwatchers representing at least two parties were present at 76.3 % of the mesas and



93% of the responding sites. This, however, understates the coverage because of the
representativeness of the polling officials and the presence of apoderados.

Some people were concerned that election materials would not be available in
sufficient supply, but our survey found that they were at 96.8% of the mesas and 99.4% of the
responding sites.

.. Despite concerns that the full list of polling procedures would not be followed, they
were generally followed without significant problems at 94% of the mesas and 95% of the
responding sites.

.. Significantly, given the concerns raised about the quality of the voters list, the survey
found that voters were generally able to find the correct location and to vote without problems
at 97.3% of the mesas and 98.6% of the responding sites.

.» Most importantly, the overall voting process was satisfactory at 92.5% of the mesas
and 94.5% of the responding sites.

[rregularities were more common in the interior, Our delegates witnessed intimidation
of voters by Colorado Party members and observed mesas where, in violation of the electoral
code, all the electoral officials were members of the ruling party. There was also evidence that
false identification cards had been issued. While these irregularities were isolated, the delegation
takes these problems seriously and urges authorities to investigate promptly all election-related
complaints.

We also condemn the actions deliberately taken to restrict the ability of Paraguayans to
monitor their own electoral process. SAKA, which conducted independent vote tabulations to
accurately project the election results, was unable to tabulate these results with sufficient speed
because the telephone company blocked many of its lines. Explanations provided by the
authorities, who attributed the problems to unavoidable technical difficulties, are not credible.
Paraguayan authorities have the technical know-how to have restored seven of SAKA’s phone
lines, but, we believe, a decision was made to obstruct the organization’s work.

Despite these efforts, the consortium completed the quick count that confirmed the
tendency of the official results. We commend the thousands of SAKA volunteers for haviog
accomplished this under difficult circumstances and with great enthusiasm, dedication and
integrity. Their work attests to the emergence of a strong and active civil society in Paraguay.

‘We are also concerned about certain events that occurred during the campaign, as well
as in the past several days. They detracted from the overall positive campaign environment.
Although the holding of primaries to select candidates was a positive step toward the
democratization of Paraguay's political parties, the disputed Colorado Party primaries created



uncertainty among the electorate about the prospects for a fair general election, The allegations
of fraud in the primaries were never satisfactorily resolved.

The generally festive atmosphere on election day was marred by news of two incidents:
the attack on Channel 13 early Sunday morning and the closing of Paraguay’s border at certain
points, We urge the authorities to investigate the attack on the television station, and we trust
that this attempt to intimidate the vigorous Paraguayan press will fail.

The judicial decision to close the border in many areas apparently denied some
Paraguayans living outside the country the right to vote. Although it is not clear how many
registered voters were among those who were not permitted to return to Paraguay, all the
presidential candidates denounced this disenfranchisement of prospective voters and violation of
Paraguayan’s rights to enter the country. Ironically, while Paraguay welcomed hundred of
international observers, many Paraguayans who had hoped to participate in the elections were
unable to do so.

Throughout the electoral process, optimism about the improved political environment and
electoral administration was constantly tempered by uncertainty about the coramitment to the
democratic process of certain elements within the military. General Lino Oviedo’s involvement
in the electoral process was a blatant violation of the constitutional prohibition against the
military from participating in partisan politics, His threat days before the election that the
military and the Colorado Party would rule for centuries raised legitimate fears that a victory
by the opposition would not be accepted.

Despite the above mentioned irregularities, the delegation has not received evidence that
these were systematic or extensive enough to significantly alter the final results.

Looking to the future elections, the delegation believes that steps should be taken to
increase confidence in the electoral process. Political party representatives should be assured
greater access to any information handled by the National Electoral Board. The nine-member
board should meet more frequently to allow opposition parties to participate in the decision-
making process. The electoral board should provide the political parties with the voter
registration lists on disks to facilitate verification of the lists. The delegation also recommends
that the government and electoral board carry out greater civic education programs.

Reaching consensus on such reforms should be easier since yesterday’s election has
altered the political Jandscape in Paraguay, which was dominated for so many years by a single
party. The composition of the next Congress and regional government bodies will reflect the
more pluralistic nature of Paraguayan society.

The winner of the elections faces great opportunities and challenges. The next
government can either be constrained by autocratic elements that may try to retard Paraguay’s
transition toward democracy or it can respond affirmatively to the Paraguayan people's desire
to accelerate that transition. Yesterday's results have shown that most Paraguayans want the



democratic opening here to continue and expand.

Because the next government is pot likely to have a majority in Congress, cooperation
among the political parties will be essential. That cooperation should begin as soon as possible.
We encourage the president-clect to begin a dialogue with the other major parties, whose
assistance will be needed to effectively govern.

We urge the ruling party to sever its ties with the military and to work toward the
establishment of a professional nonpartisan force, Civilian control of the military must be
ephanced by training members of Congress on military affairs and by strengthening the
independence and capacity of the Ministry of Defense.

The delegation emphasizes that the holding of competitive elections, while essential, is
but one aspect of a democratic society. It is apparent that many challenges remain in this regard
in Paraguay. Among the tasks that remain are the creation of a strong legislative branch to
oversee the executive and a greater role for local and regional governments. It will be the
Paraguayan people and their elected representatives at all levels who must strive to meet these
challenges. The internatiopal community remains committed to supporting their efforts.



. Council of Freely-Elected
Heads of Government -

Carter Center of
Emory University
One Copenhill
Atlanta, Georgia 30307
(404) 420-5175

National Democratic Institute
for International Affairs

1717 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.
Suite 503
Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 328-3136
(202) 939-3166 (Fax)

PARAGUAY NATIONAL ELECTIONS
INTERNATIONAL OBSERVERS
MAY 9, 1993

Jimmy Carter (Leader)
Chairman
Council of Freely Elected Heads of Government
UNITED STATES

Rodrigo Carazo (Co-leader)

Member

Council of Freely Elected Heads of
Government

COSTA RICA

B.A. Graham (Co-leader)
Senator
CANADA

Lourdes Alvarado
Professor

University of Panama
PANAMA

Elizabeth Bagley

Board Member

National Democratic Institute
UNITED STATES

Enrigue Bernales
Director

Consititution and Society
PERU

David Carroll

Assistant Director of Latin
American/Caribbean Program

The Carter Center of Emory University

UNITED STATES

Curtis Cutter

President

Interworld Consultants, Inc.
UNITED STATES

Francisco Diez

Representative of Council Member
Raul Alfonsin, Former President of
Argentina

ARGENTINA

Rita DiMartino

Director of Federal Government Affairs
ATE&T

UNITED STATES

Mark Feierstein

Senior Program Qfficer
National Democratic Institute
UNITED STATES

Cedric Grant

Former Guyanese Ambassador to the
United States

GUYANA

Pedro Antonio Gomez de la Fuente
Director

National Electoral Council
ARGENTINA

Steve Griner

Program Officer

National Democratic Institute
UNITED STATES

Pierre Letamendia
Deputy.Mayor of Souraide
FRANCE



Kenneth Melley

Board Member

National Democratic Institute
UNITED STATES

Bonginkosi Mhlanga

Member of Election Commisssion of Pan
Africanist Congress of Azania

SOUTH AFRICA

Edgardo Mimica
National Director
Project Chile
CHILE

Beverly Nagel

Director of Latin American Studies
Carleton College

UNITED STATES

Robert Pastor

Executive Secretary of the Council of
Freely - Elected Heads of Government

The Carter Center of Emory University

UNITED STATES

Marta Perez
Member of Convergencia
MEXICO

Jacqueline Pitanguy

President

Science, Study,Investigation,
Research, and Achton

BRAZIL

Emmanuel Chinkwita Phiril
Acting Chairman

Public Affairs Committee
MALAWI

James Rosenau

Professor of Political Science
George Washington University
UNITED STATES

Stephen Schlesinger

Director for International
Organizations

New York State Department of
Economic Development

UNITED STATES

Mikhail Schneider
Advisor

Mayor of Moscow
RUSSIA

Timothy Towell
Former U.S. Ambassador to Paraguay
UNITED STATES

Leo Valladares
Human Rights Ombudsman
HONDURAS

Patricia Weir

Professional Staff Member

House Subcommittee on Western
Hemisphere Affairs

UNITED STATES

Ken Wollack

President

National Democratic Institute
UNITED STATES

STAFF

Rob Black
Logistics Assistant

Mary Hill
Logistics Manager

Katie Kelsch
Program Assistant



Apnl 27,1993

Mr. Jimmy Carter

Former President of the United States of America
¢/o United States Embassy

Asuncién, Paraguay

Dear Mr. President;

We have the honor of inviting you again to attend the May 9th general elections
in Paraguay a3 an international observer,

These elections represent the most important siep towards consolidating
democracy in Paraguay. Their faimess and transparency shall legitimate our country’s
first civilian government in more than fifty years. Numerous high level inlemnational
observers bave alrcady agreed to be present. However, because of your achievements as
a champion of world democracy and a symbol in the defense of human rights, you will
be the most significant witness of these elections and will strenghten the ties of .
friendship and commmon idealy between the people of Paraguay and the United States.

. Domingo Laino ~ Juan Carlos Wasmosy

- Presidential Candidate .. Presidential Candidate = Presidential Candidate
Alianza Encuentro Partido Liberal Radical ~ Asociacion Nacional Repu-

" Nacional Auténtico . blicana - Partido Colorado



THE
CARTER CENTER
OF EMORY UNIVERSITY
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June 4, 1993

To His Excellency Juan Carlos Wasmosy

Please accept my warmest congratulations on your election as
the next President of the Republic of Paraguay. Your choice as
the first freely-elected civilian President in the country’s
history has special historic significance.

Having had a chance to meet you, I am sure that you will use
your position to consclidate Paraguayan democracy and
modernization, promote trade and investment with the United
States and eliminate corruption, drug trafficking and other
threats to representative institutions.

Though your task will not be easy, you have the advantage of
working with newly-elected Senators and Deputies from all major
parties who, like you, have an important stake in the success of
Paraguay’s democracy and economic reform.

I wish you success in your important undertakings. It was
an honor witnessing your election and that of the legislators,
governors, and members of department councils who will be working
with you in the years ahead. Warm regards.

Sincerely,

b4
;

His Excellency

Juan Carlos Wasmosy

President-elect of the
Republic of Paraguay

Asuncion

THE CARTER CENTER,INC. - ONE COPENHILL « ATLANTA, GEORG1A 30307
(404) 420-5151 « FAX (404) 4205196
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Delegation’s Presence
Assures Fair National
Elections in Paraguay

Delegation’s Presence Assures Fairness
in Paraguay’s National Elections

Paraguay President Carter said.
in Paracua sontinued from page | Rodrigo Carazo, former president of
n!Maeyd9, VOt((::r: T Pw guay Costa Rica and a member of the Coun-
elected Juan Carlos Wasmosy Other top candidates for president cil of Freely Elected Heads of Govern-

as the country’s first civilian
president in four decades. To

assure fairness, former President Jimmy

Carter, chairman of the Council of

Freely Elected Heads of Government,

led a 31-person international delega-
" tion to observe the elections. The

observer team was jointly sponsored by

the Council, based at The Carter

Center of Emory Universicy (CCEU),

and the Washington, D.C.-based
National Democratic Institute for
International Affairs (NDI).

The elections offered Paraguay its

first opportunity in history to complete
. peacefully two consecutive democratic

elections for president.

Approximately 75 percent of voters

" turned out to elect Mr. Wasmosy, a

' member of the ruling Colorado Party,
- with 40 percent of the vote. He will be

inaugurated on Aug. 15, succeeding
Gen. Andres Rodriguez. President

Rodriguez was elected in 1989, after the
fall of dictator Gen. Alfredo Stroessner.

continued on page 7

were Guillermo Caballero Vargas of the
centrist coalition National Encounter
and Domingo Laino of the Authentic
Radical Liberal Party. Thirty-three
percent of voters cast ballots for Mr.
Laino; Mr. Vargas received 25 percent
of the vote.

Although Paraguay held a demo-
cratic national election in 1989, many
pecple there were concerned about the
integrity of the May 9 elections. During
the campaign, Gen. Lino Oviedo stated
that the military's alliance with the
long-ruling Colorado Party would
remain unbreakable. Gen. Oviedo's
statement and other concerns prompted
the three presidential candidates to
write to former President Jimmy Carter
and urge him to observe the elections.

“This kind of activity would not be
50 serious in most countries, but in one
like Paraguay, just emerging tenuously
from military dictatorship, it was truly
intimidating and threatening,” Presi-
dent Carter said.

The observer delegation was present
in Paraguay from May 5-11. Observers
were deployed throughout the country
on election day and reassembled in
Asuncion after the elections to analyze
the electoral process.

Overall, elections in Paraguay went
smoothly, although voting in some
areas was marred by fraud and sabotage.
Telephone lines used by SAKA, a
nongovernmental organization con-
ducting a parallel vote count, were cut.
In addition, volunteers tmained to
observe the vote counts and deliver the
results were excluded from some voting
tables.

Despite the irregularities, the ob-
server team determined they were not
significant enough to affect the elec-
tion outcome. “The overall voting
process was satisfactory at 92.5 percent
of the votirtg tables that we surveyed,”

ment, and Sen. Al Graham of Canada,
who has led two previous NDI observer
missions to Paraguay, joined President
Carter in leading the international
delegation.

“There is no doubt our
presence helped to
stabilize the situation
in moments of crisis
and made it possible for
all candidates to accept
the results calmly and
graciously.”

“Although international observers
did not personally witness any signifi-
cant negative incidents, there is no
doubt our presence helped to stabilize
the situation in moments of crisis and
made it possible for the major candi-
dates to accept the results calmly and
graciously,” said President Carter.
“Also, we believe our strong condem-
nation of military interference will
have a beneficial effect.”

Last fall, the Council’s two-year
project in Guyana culminated with
that country’s first verifiably free elec-
tion in 28 years. “Because Paraguay's
presidential election was similarly suc-
cessful in being respected by all parties,
every country in South America has
now held free, competitive elections,”
said Robert Pastor, executive secretary
of the Council and director of CCEU's
Latin American and Caribbean Pro-
gram. “The next step for the hemi-
sphere is to forge new bonds to pre-
serve, consolidate, and deepen the new
democracies.” &



\ltima hora

Miércoles 12 de mayo/93

Los votos para
presidente y
vicepresidente

A tres dias de las elecciones
generales, y sin contar con los
datos oficiales de la Junta
Electoral Central, publicamos
en este espacio los datos pro-
porcionados por los diferentes
partidos politicos asi como
también por el consorcio inde-
pendiente Saka.

Elcémputo paralelo de Saki
otorga a la ANR 311, 584 vo-
tos.un38.6%.al PLRA 252.330
votos. loque haceun 31.47%. y
al EN 217.384 votos. lo que
hace un 27.11%. Otros suman

un total de 20.491 votos. un
2.55% Seginla ANR. cllos ob-
tuvieron un total de 360.334
votos. lo que hace un 41.33%:
el PLRA obtuvo 283.799 un
32,55%, y el EN 204.629 vo-
tos, un 23,47%. Ouros repre-
sentan el total de 23.182 votos.
un 2.66% Porsuparte.el PLRA
otorga a la ANR un total de
votos 202.512. lo que repre-
sentael 37,61%; el PLRA tiene
193.894 votos, un 36.01: v el
EN 128.452 votos. un 23.86%.
En otros se cuentan 13.394

LISTA

votos, un 2,52%
Ye
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Governing Party’s Candidate Wins Paraguay’s

Presidential Election

ByJAMES BROOKE

Specaal 1o The New York Times
ASUNCION. Paraguay, May 10 —
After voting marked by fraud and sab-
utage, Paraguayan politicians closed

ranks today and recogmized Juan Car- ;

los Wasmosy as the winner of the first
democratic clections in this South
American nauon’s 182-year history.
Independent election analysts said
traud had not been widespread enough
i0 have changed the outcome, which
nave Mr. Wasmosy of the governing
Colorado Party a seven percentage

point lcad over his closest rival, Do-.

imingo Laino of the Liberal Party.

“With all the rregulaniues, Was- .
mosy only got three extra percentage -

poimnts,” said Esteban Caballero Carni-
zosa, '‘People are accepting the re-
sults.”” Mr. Caballero s a director of
Saka, a consortium of private groups
that had intended to provide an inde-
pendent vote count on Sunday mght.
The count was delayed unul today by
police harassment and by sabotage of
computer fransmission lines by the
state telephone company.

Fraud Insignificant, Carter Says

Former President Jimmv Carter,
vho s leading a delegation of interna-
sonal observers here, said todav, I
e race had come within one 1o two
perecentage points, the fraud would

A clearresultin a
vote marred by
fraud.

have becen a significant factor."

His group checked 1.855 voung tables
JU polling stations throughout the coun-
try. " The overall voung process was
~ausfactorv at Y2.5 percent of the vot-
‘ng tables’ surveved, Mr. Carter said.

Mr. Wasmosy, a conservative con-
~lruction and ranching magnate, 1s (o
he Inaugurated on Aug. 15 for a five-
~ear term. With his election, the Colo-
rado Party wil extend its unbroken
hold on Paraguay’s presidency past the
half-century mark, after coming to
power here in 1947,

Although the Colorados won a large
share of Paraguay’s 125 congressional
seats and a majority of the I7 state
povernorships, the resuits indicate that
their monolithic grip on the electorate
has slipped since February 1989, when
Gen. Alfredo Stroessner was toppled in
. coup after 34 years in power,

**An important fact is that the oppo-
sition collectively won almost 60 per-
cent of the vote,” said Mr. Carter,

whose delegation 1s from the National:
Democratic Institute jor International.
Alfairs, a Washingion-based group f{i-
nanced by public and private groups.
As Mr. Wasmosy prepares to be-
come the first civilian President in the’
memory of most of Paraguay's 4.4
miullion people, several observers, n-
cluding Mr. Carter, worry that the pow-
erful military will overshadow a man
who has never held elective office.

Army Leader Pledpes Lovalty

Early this morming, before any offi-
cial results were known, Gen. Linol
Oviedo, an armv commander, ap-
peared on national television in dress
uniform to announce his obedience tc
Mr. Wasmosy and to warn that Para-
uav's press had “"trampled mv rights
‘o privacy and dignity.”’

In annterview todav, Mr. \WVasmosy,
a powerfully butit 54-vear-old who1s an-
cnegwneer by trawmnng, dismissed the

idea of mintary dominance with a
wave of his hand.
! am going to be President and

commander in chief of (he armed
forces,” he said with the assuranceof a
man who directs a business empire
that employs 6,500 people.

One of Paraguav's weaithiest busi-
nessmen, Mr. Wasmosv maage his for-
tune in the 1970's as head of a consor-
tium of Paraguavan compantes that

won contracts to build the ltaipu Dam.
the world's largest hydroelectric dam.

In the interview, Mr. Wasmosy saia
he would reduce Paraguay's isolation
by backing a project to connect the
heart of Suuth America with South
Atlanuc ports through an intermational
walerway based on the Paraguay Riv-
or. An advocate of {ree-market growtn
and low tanifs, Mr. Wasmosy saia he
backed Paraguay’'s taking part in 2
regional common market, Mercosur.
lie described possible partctpation in
the late 1990's 1n a {ree-trade pact with
the United States as *'a wonderful
dream.”

Mr. Wasmosy had trailed in most
pre-clection polls. His wvictory left
many oppaosition politicians bitter.

*[f conditions had been equal, e
would have won,” said Mr. Laino. who
won about 32 percent of the vote. ac-
cording to a projection of an unofficial
tally of 69 percent of the vote. Mr.
Laino asserted that Liberal Party
zlates had been handicapped when sol-
diers closed land bridees 10 prevent
fParaguavans from coming home trom
3razil ang Argentina to vote.

A third major candidate, Guilierme
“abailero Vargas of the MNationa:
Tcounter movement, (railed 0 inird
nlace with 27 percent.
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Ruling Party
Wins in
Paraguay

Presidential Election
Called ‘Free and Fair’

Bv Don Podesta

W pshritemt Prond P arewm atve e

ASUNCION. Paraguav. May
10—The candidate of Paraguay's
longume rulng Colorado Party,
Juan Carlos Wasmosy, emerged to-
day as the clear winner in the coun-
try's first multi-party. direct elec-
pons for a avilian president.

“There s no doubt that this elec-
uon marks a turming point,” former
president Jimmy Carter, head of 3
team of observers sent by the Na-
toonal Demoecratic Insutute, said
today.

He charactenzed the elections as
“free and fair and democratic and
successiul.” but he criticized a sen-
1or army commander tor having re-
marked betore the election that the
muitary weould not put up with a
change of ruiing partv.

Carter also compiained that the
phone lines ot the \ndepenaent tab-
ulation-monitorning group Saka had
been cut off Sunday afternoon and
had not been restored even after he
interceded with Paraguay's outgo-
ing president. Gen. Andres Rodri-
guez. Rodnguez called the colonel
wno runs the telephone companv.
Carter said in a press conference.
hut the company did not restare
service.

Today, Saka reported that Was-
mosy had won 38.9 percent of the
vote counted. a figure in line with
the much slower ofticial count. Do-
rmungo Laino of the Authenuc Rad-
ical Liberal Party was second with
31.5 percent and Guillermo Cabal-
lero Vargas of the National Encoun-
ter party third with 27.1 percent.

Tuesoax. May 11, 1993

There were several reports of
Celorado partisans harassing voters
Sunday, and a judge ordered the
border closed to Paraguayans re-
turning home to vote, which Carter
also noted as irregularities and vi-
olations of Paraguay’s laws. Bat
Wasmosv's margin of victory was

- so large that the incidents could not
have changed the outcome.

The Coiorados. who had been
yadly spitt after a bruising primary
that Wasmosy at first appeared to
have lost. trailed Caballero Vargas
in pre-election polis. But in the clos-

ing davs of the campaign, they
“were able to regroup their elector-
ate,” Esteban Caballero of Saka
said.

Wasmosy. 34. 15 a avil engineer
and businessman who made a for-
tune aunng the construction of Par-
aguay’s massive ftaipu Dam. on the
oorder with Brazii, During the cam-
paign he empnusized modermzing
the economy and creating more
;DS

Wasmosy s only previous govern-
ment experience 1s as minister ot
integrauon in Rodnguez's gover-
ment.

In a press conference tonight,
Wasmosy responded to questions
about punishing human nghts vio-
lations aunng the 35-year dictator-
ship of Gen. Alfredo Stroessner, by
saying 1t was ume to “turn the
page” and look forward. He said he
would leave prosecution of individ-
ual human nignts cases to tne judi-
cary.

In a speech to cheermmg support-
ers late Sunday night in which he
invoked the name of the Colorade
Party repeatedly, Wasmosy prom-
ised to be “faithful to the constitu-
tion.”

In a televised speech today, Gen.
Lino (viedo, a senmior army com-
mander. vowed to “obey the will of
the elected president.” The Colo-
rados have long been allied with the
military and were the party of dic-
tator Alfredo Stroessner, who after
nearly 33 vears 1o power was
ousted by Rodriguez four years ago.

Before the election, many
Paraguavans had feared that the
military might intervene if the Col-
oradaos appeared headed for defeat.
especially atter Oviedo™ said the
armed forces were not prepared for
any other winner and expected to
continue “co-governng.”
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Paraguayan Election Draws Heavy Turnout.

By JAMES BROOKE
special to The Mew York Times

ASUNCION, Paraguay, May ¢ —
Giwven the chance (0 vote for a civilian
leader tn their first [ree presidenual
election, Paraguayan voters responded
todav with a heavy and enthusiaslic
turnout.

About 75 percent of the voters cast
ballots in this country of 4.4 miilion, the
last South American nation to adopt a
svstem requiring democratic election
of a civihan president.

Three surveys of voters leaving poll-

ing stations indicated a close, three-
way race between Juan Carlos Was-
mosv. the candidate of the governing |
Colorado Partv: Domungo Laino, can-|
uidate o1 the Liberal Partv. and Gu-|
llermo Caballero Vargas. candidate of
1 new electoral movement. the Nation-
14 Encounter.

“he militarv-backed Colorados have
ruled Paraguay since 1347, the longest
unoroken tenure of any party in South
America.

“Peopie want a change — I'm a
hfelong Colorado. but I'm voting for
Caballero Vargas,' said Ramon Yo-
dice Sabadino. a retired civil servant,
.S he waited 1o vote 1n a working-class

N

neighborncod here.

Each of the three major candidates
claimed victory tomight. Six contenders
were on the ballot, and preliminary
results are not expected untii Monday
afternoon.

“All three candidates have ex-
pressed strong support for honoring
the results of the election,” former
President Jimmy Carter said after
having lunch with the three major can-
didates here. " This obviously includes
the rcjection of any military interfer-
ence in the eiectoral process."”

Mr. Carter s one of about 300 foreign
election monitors who are visiting Par-
aguav (0o observe the vouing.

Before the polls opened. Paragcuav's
President. Gen. Andres Rodriguez,
said. "' fFor the first ume 1n our history,
[ believe that every poliuical party has
a chance to win.”

But oid authoritarian habits cndured
in some areas.

Here in the capual, an opposition
radio and television station was hghtly
damaged by a bombing and rifle attack
carly in the morning. The computer
svstem mysteriousiv collapsed for sev-
eral hours todav at the central election
board.

Al the horders of this landlocked!
nation, armed soidiers blocked Para-i
guavans froam rcturming from Brazii
and Argentina (o vote. By tradiuon.;
officers in Paraguay's Army are mem- |
bers of the governing Colorada Party |
and emigrants are usually supporters |
of opposition parties.

"“We want to vote! We want to vote!”"’
dozens of Paraguayans chanted :n
front of the troops who blocked interna- .
tional bridges.

Poliical analysts said thev were:
worried that the Colorado potitical ma- .
chine would throw the victory to the:r
candidate if the vote was ctlose,

“The electoratl svstem 1s stull :n "nee
hands of the Colorados.” Tsteban U .-
bailero, a4 snciat scienust here. sad.

Under tne new (onstitution, Para-
guavan presidents are barreca 1rom
serving morce (han one term. i.is.
clause was .dopted to avord anotner
dictatorship resembling tnat ot Gon.
Alfredo Stroessner. who setzeq power
in 1954 ung kept himserr nooinhice
through a sertes of fraudulen: e¢lectiens
until he was overthrown oV (ienerat
Rodriguez in a coup n .80
Stroessner. now 380, lives :n exie o
Brastha.



Paraguayans Vote
For Civilian Leader .

Polling Orderly in Historic Popular Electzon

By Don Podesta

Washeagvon Post Frrewm Service
ASUNCION, Paraguay, May 9—
More than a million Paraguayans

voted today for a new president and
congress in the first popular elec-

tions for a civilian leader in the

country’s history.

Early exit polls conducted by
television and radio stations dis-
agreed on the likely winner in the
presidential race, as each of the
three top candidates appeared to be
getting roughly 30 percent of the
vote. On the basis of a lead of 2 per-
centage points in one of the exit
surveys, the ruling Colorado Party
claimed victory minutes after the
polls closed, and its followers took
to the streets of celebrate.

The phone lines of the indepen-
dent election watchdog group Saka,
which was conducting a parallel
count, went dead this afternoon,
raising questions of sabotage. How-
ever, international monitors and
U.S. Ambassador Jon Glassman said
it was too early to judge whether
there had been any sigmficant ir-
regularities.

But even before a clear winner
emerged, what mattered to Para-
guay was that the elections came
off at all. The country has long been
dominated by the armed forces. and
the traditional means of choosing a
new government here has been
coup d'etat.

The three leading candidates—
Juan Carlos Wasmosy of the Color-
ado Party, Guillermo Caballero Var-
gas of the Nationai Encounter and
Domingo Laino of the Authentic
Radical Liberal Party—differed lit-
tle in their platforms. All supported
medernizing the state and the econ-
omy througn privatization and pro-
fessed broad democratic principles.

Ten days before the vote, a sen-
jor army commander, Gen. Lino
Oviedo, said the armed forces were
not prepared to accept a ruling par-
ty other than the Colorado and
would continue to “co-govern” the
country, raising fears that the elec-
tions would be disrupted.
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Today’s election was watched by
more than 200 international moni-
tors from the Organization of Amer-
ican States and the National Dem-
ocratic  Institute, among other
groups, along with former president
Jimmy Carter, who was invited by all
three leading candidates.

Carter had lunch today with Was-
mosy, Laino and Caballero Vargas
and announced afterwards that the
three had agreed to respect the out-
come of the election and allow the
winner to take office in August. Car-
ter, who has observed elections in
Nicaragua, Panama and elsewhere,
proclaimed the Paraguayan vote
clean about two hours before the
polls closed, saying: "So far, these

are the best elections that [ have
ever seen.”

During the campaign, there was
little debate about traditional polit-
ical issues, such as social problems
or the economy. The central issue
was whether it is time for the Col-
orado Party to yield control of the
government after ruling this natron
of 4.4 million people for 46 years,
The country’s 132,000 government
workers and 16,000-man armed
forces heavily support Colorado,

which raised doubts that they would

be willing to allow an opposition par-
ty to be declared the winner or. to
govern.

THE WASHINCTON PosT

Monpay, May 10, 1993

Early this morning, a television
and radio broadcasting station was
attacked with a grenade and auto-
matic rifle fire, but there were no
serious injuries. At polling places
around the capital today, there were
scattered arguments and delays, but
for the most part the voting was’ or-
derly.

In addition to a president,
Paraguayans voted for a new 45-seat

‘Senate and 80-member House' of

Deputies, 17 regional governors dnd
168 state council members,

Since it became South America’s
first independent country in 1811,
Paraguay has been ruled almost
without interruption by a series, “of
generals or civilian dictators. Oné of
the most enduring of these was Gén.
Alfredo Stroessner, who ran [he
country as a personal fiefdom for
nearly 35 years before being over-
thrown 1n 1989 by Gen. Andres Rod-
riguez, the current president. :

Rodriguez, who had been a cldse
associate of Stroessner, surprised
many by quickly opening the political
process and allowing the opposition
and the press to operate unimpeded.
But he called a national election
three months after his coup and was
confirmed as president after a cam-
paign that gave the nascent oppasi-
tion little ume to organize.

This time, the three leading par-
ties campaigned hard, drawing thou-
sands of supporters to mass rallies
and organizing caravans throughout
the capital and countryside.
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Dirty Democracy in Paraguay

Fortunately, electoral chicanery did not decide
the outcome of Paraguay's first-ever democratuc
presidential election last week. Unfortunately,
enough chicanery took place to mar what shouid
have been a proud. achievement.

Days before-the election, a key army com-
mander swore that the military would maintain the
long-ruling Colorado Party in power whatever the
voters decided. Earlier, the Colorado’s president
had promised (o win the election by ‘‘assault’ and
“*special tricks."

On Election Day, rifle fire damaged the only
opposition television channel, while Government
officials temporarily cut the phone lines of opposi-
tion parties and a nonpartisan group plannmng to
compile an independent vote count.

Quick intervention by ex-President Jimmy
Carter, on the scene as an international election
_monitor, helped get the vote-counters' phones re-
stored. And since the Colorado candidate came In

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
SUNDAY MAY 23, 1993

first. the military’s threat was never put to the tes:

Paraguay has had an extraordinary history
from the days when Jesuit missionaries organizec
settlements to protect the indigenous Guarani peo-
ple against European slave traders to the 35-vear
dictatorship of Gen. Alfredo Stroessner. overthrowr
only four years ago. Dictators brougnt 'wars anc
wars brought dictators unty the cycie was finail,
broken by a 1989 coup.

The leader of that revolt, Gen. Anares Rodr1-
guez. now ending his term as President. deserves
considerable credit for roiling back repression anc
preparing for a democratic succession. 3ut armv
commanders and Colorado Party leaders nave kep!
trying to undermine his good works.

President-elect Juan Carios Wasmosv would dc
well to press ahead with his predecessor's reform
agenda. Paraguayans are entitled to share fully in
what has become the most democratic era 1n Soutn
American history.

Election in Paraguay

To the Eduor:

The headline *Dirty Democracy 1n
Paraguav’’ (editorial. Mav 14) mav
have given a misleading impression
about the presigenual electon. As an
election observer 1n a mission spon-
sored hv the Nautonal Democratc
Institute for internauonal Affarrs anc
the Carter Center. | attested with mv
fellow parucipants that the elecuon,
representing the [irst democratc
transfer of power in Paraguav's his-
torv was by and large fair, not dirty

There were blemishes, includinz
one that vou did not note — the tempo-
rarv closing of the porder with Braz::
on Election Day — but thev were not
enough to make a difference.

The 6,000 spirited voung Parasuav-
ans mobilized to report results cn
Elecuon Day, the victory of a moager-
ate Colorado Partv candidate and the

- success of apposition parties in Lon-
gress appear to represent a new civic
culture beginnming In a once-bhighteq
land. STEPHEN SCHLESINGER

New York. May 17, 1393
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Preocupa a Carler injerenda de
militares en proceso politico

El ex presidente de los EE. UU, Jimy Carter, dijo ayer que la delegacion
de observadores de la NDI (National Democratic Institute) que
encabeza, ha visto una jornada realmente histérica en la evolucion del
Paraguay hacia la democracia y la libertad, en que por primera vez un
gobierno electo en libres comicios va a suceder a otro. Por otra parte,
expreso su preocupacion por la injerencia de jefes militares en el proceso,
refiriéndose directamente al Gral. Lino Oviedo. Sostuvo que de no ser
erradicada esa intervencion de FF.AA., dificilmente podrd consolidarse
la democracia en el pais. Asimismo, cuestiono la accion, a su parecer,
premeditada en cuanto al corte de las lineas :ehzdm‘cas dela
organizacion Saka, que, pese a las promesas que le hizo el presidente

Rodriguez, no fueron restablecidas. :

En la conferencia de prensa convocada ayer en el hotel
Excelsior, Carter dio un informe del consejo de observadores
de la NDI, que presencid las elecciones nacionales del domin-
£o pasado.

En ese sentido, dijo que han observado el proceso de vota-
cién en la capital, Cnel. Oviedo, Ciudad del Este, Concepcion,
Encarnacion, Pedro Juan Caballero y algunas comunidades
del 4rea rural. Afiadié que han hecho un resumen de lo obser-
vado en las elecciones anteriores del '89, 91 y las que se realj-
zaron ahora. Apunté que el Paraguay, obviamente;, ha tenido
un gran progreso hacia la democracia, la libertad, y en mate-
ra derechos humanos desde
el '89.

En cuanto a los puntos ne- ﬁFﬁE DEI—IBERADO
Fent detos EE.UU. ajoque  ELINTENTO DEQUE

los apoderados del Partido GAKA NO TENGA LOS

Colorado no quisieron hablar

con ellos en Ciudad del Este,  [JATOS SOBRE LOS

pese a las invitaciones del Go-

bierno. que recibieron para RESULTADOS™
estar como observadores de
los comicios.

Seguidamente, senalé que -particularmente- condenan la
interferencia hecha por el Gobierno y la ANTELCO a la or-
ganizacion Saka, que le impidid tener ¢l resultado del com-
puto paralelo de las elecciones en forma responsable.

“Todo el mundo sabia que Saka con su sistema computari-
zado estaba ligado a través de lineas dedicadas a todo el pais.
Estas lineas estaban muy cuidadosamente instaladas, pero al
mediodia de ayer (por el domingo) esas lineas se cortaron. Per-
sonalmente fui a visitar al presidente Rodriguez por esto. El
hizo un ltamado a la ANTELCO vy eilos nos aseguraron que
las lineas estarian operando habilitadas”, subrayo.

Agrego que, sin embargo, se llegd a la medianoche y no se
devolvieron las lineas telefénicas a Saka, ni las 7 lineas alter-

nativas que pudieron ser instaladas en 15 minutos, si es que
tenian intenciones de hacerlo.
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“Hasta esta mafana (por
ayer), Saka todavia no tenia
las lineas para conectar la in-
formacion del interior con sus
computadores. En mi opi-
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nion, esto fue un intento deli-
berado para prevenir que Sa-
ka coleccione y analice los da-
tos de los sitios de votacion del pais. A pesar de esto, completd
su conteo rapido en la noche y como hubo una diferencia sus-
tancial entre los tres candidatos, entonces no se incurrié en un
error que pudo ser fawal”, enfatizo.

Afadi6 que otra cuestion que le causd pena fue el aten-
tado al Canal 13. hecho que consideraron como un intento'de
intimidacion a los electores. “Estamos agradecidos que no hu-
bo henidos, pero esto es un error muy serio. No deberia ser
permitido en el futuro. Espero que se encuentre a los cuipa-
bles”, remarco.

Izualmente, puntualizd que estuvieron preocupados por el
cierre de las fronteras, que impidié 1a entrada de compatriotas
al pais el dia de las elecciones. “Fue ironico que los observado-
res internacionales de hasta Rusia y Sudafrica estaban bienve-
nidos al pais y los ciudadanos paraguayos fueron parados en
lus fronteras de Argentina vy Brasii™, recalcd.

REPUTACION DEL PAIS DANADA POR
INTROMISION DE MILITARES

En otro momento. Carter refind que la gran reputacién
que merece el Paraguay en su marcha hacia la democracia,
“ha sido seriamente danada por la intromision inaceptable en
¢l proceso politico de los militares”™.

“El Gral. Oviedo ha dicho muy claro desde el comienzo,
que ¢l violaria la Constitucion de este pais e involucrarse co-
mo comandante militar en el proceso electoral. Esto lo hizo
abiertamente, en acciones y declaraciones que eran intimida-
torias. Una cosa que dijo es que el Partido Colorado ¥ los mi-
litares cogobernarian juntos para siempre”’, puntualizd.

Expreso, seguidamente, que esto no seria problema en
otros lugares, pero es una afliccién grande para la reputacion
del Paraguay, teniendo en cuenta que viene de una larga dic-

El ex presidente de EE.UU Jimmy Carter, centro, Junto a los demas Integrantas del consejo de la
NDI, durante ia conferencia de prensa brindada ayer sobre lo observado en las slecciones

generales del pasado domingo.
tadura.

“En mi pais -dijo- [a publicidad no fue sobre el hecho de
que Paraguay esta entrando en una nueva era de democracia
y libertad. No, los medios estaban diciendo que un general es-
taba amenazando con irrumpir el proceso. Sobre esto habla-
mos mucho con los tres candidatos y con el presidente actual.
Esperamos que tomen acciones fuertes para separar a los mili-

tares del proceso politico en
el Paraguay”. '

En otro orden. senalo que

mucho falta por hacer para
construir una confianza en el
proceso electoral. A cse res-
pecto. indicd que les preocu-
paba fa tardanza de los infor-
mes de la Junta Eicctoral
Central en cuanto a los resul-
tados que. ademas, csta ma-
nejada en su mayor parte por
colorados. en desmedro de los
representantes de la oposicion
‘que no pueden acceder a los

“ESPERAMOS QUE
TOMEN ACCIONES
FUERTES PARA
SEPARAR A LOS
MILITARES DEL
PROCESQO POLITICO"

ey
informes.

“No hay duda de que los resultados finales de esta elec-
cion que todavia no han sido publicados. son puntos gie van
a cambiar fa historia. El ganador de las elecciones tiene gran-
des oportunidades y desafios. El siguiente gobierno puede ser
restringido por elementos autoritarios, especialmente los mili-
tares, que podrian tratar de retrasar el crecimiento de Para-
guay hacia la democracia”, expreso.
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"Es lo mejor que he visto”

0 quiero decir que en todos los paises ocurren
iregularidades. Pero también quiero decir que
en todos los paises donde hemos estado y en
todo o que hemos observado, aca el proceso
democratico estd muy bien organizado y me
alienta bastante en cuanto a a pro dgmocracia
del Paraguay. Es lo mejor que he visto en
ninguna otra parte*, manifestd el ex presidente
de los Estados Unidos, Jimmy Carter, quien
mantuvo un almuerzo con los lideres de los
observadores internacionales y los tres ex
candidatos presidenciables, Domingo Laino,
Guillermo Caballero Vargas y Juan Carlos
Wasmosy, en el cual llegaron 3 un acuerdc
conjunto de respetar los resultados de las
elecciones nacionales realizadas ayer,
rechazar la interferencia militar en el proceso
democratico y trabajar coordinadamente
hasta que el nuevo presidente asuma el
poder el proximo 15 de agosto.



Asuncion, lunes 10 de mayo de 1993

o FISE. 3
Momentos en que Jimmy Carter (medio de camisa blanca) se retira de la Junia Electoral Central,

donde mantuvo una entrevista con el titular de la institucion antes de la rueda de prensa. Se
difundié que el encuentro fue protocolar.

anifestd en rueda de prensa cumplida a
oche en el hotel Guarani, su preocupacion por

Tealizados ayer. Destacd que el cogte de lineas
ganizacion SAKA no fue accidental. Ademas
%

frontera a los paraguayos residentes en
tina atenta contra los derechos humanos y viola
s de nuestro pais. ‘



