
AMERICAN CONVENTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS

Adopted at the Inter-American Specialized Conference on Human Rights, 
San José, Costa Rica, 22 November 1969

PART I STATE OBLIGATIONS AND RIGHTS PROTECTED

Chapter I General Obligations

Article 1 Obligation to Respect Rights
1. The States Parties to this Convention undertake to respect the rights and 
freedoms recognized herein and to ensure to all persons subject to their jurisdic-
tion the free and full exercise of those rights and freedoms, without any discrim-
ination for reasons of race, color, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, 
national or social origin, economic status, birth, or any other social condition.
2. For the purposes of this Convention, “person” means every human being.

Article 2 Domestic Legal Effects
Where the exercise of any of the rights or freedoms referred to in Article 1 is not 
already ensured by legislative or other provisions, the States Parties undertake to 
adopt, in accordance with their constitutional processes and the provisions of this 
Convention, such legislative or other measures as may be necessary to give effect 
to those rights or freedoms.

Article 4 Right to Life
1. Every person has the right to have his life respected. This right shall be pro-
tected by law and, in general, from the moment of conception. No one shall be 
arbitrarily deprived of his life.
2. In countries that have not abolished the death penalty, it may be imposed 
only for the most serious crimes and pursuant to a fi nal judgment rendered by a 
competent court and in accordance with a law establishing such punishment, en-
acted prior to the commission of the crime. The application of such punishment 
shall not be extended to crimes to which it does not presently apply.
3. The death penalty shall not be reestablished in states that have abolished it.
4. In no case shall capital punishment be infl icted for political offenses or re-
lated common crimes.
5. Capital punishment shall not be imposed upon persons who, at the time the 
crime was committed, were under 18 years of age or over 70 years of age; nor shall 
it be applied to pregnant women.
6. Every person condemned to death shall have the right to apply for amnesty, 
pardon, or commutation of sentence, which may be granted in all cases. Capital 
punishment shall not be imposed while such a petition is pending decision by the 
competent authority.
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Article 5 Right to Humane Treatment
1. Every person has the right to have his physical, mental, and moral integrity 
respected.
2. No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman, or degrading pun-
ishment or treatment. All persons deprived of their liberty shall be treated with 
respect for the inherent dignity of the human person.

Article 22 Freedom of Movement and Residence
1. Every person lawfully in the territory of a State Party has the right to move 
about in it, and to reside in it subject to the provisions of the law.
2. Every person has the right lo leave any country freely, including his own.
3. The exercise of the foregoing rights may be restricted only pursuant to a 
law to the extent necessary in a democratic society to prevent crime or to protect 
national security, public safety, public order, public morals, public health, or the 
rights or freedoms of others.
4. The exercise of the rights recognized in paragraph 1 may also be restricted by 
law in designated zones for reasons of public interest.
5. No one can be expelled from the territory of the state of which he is a na-
tional or be deprived of the right to enter it.
6. An alien lawfully in the territory of a State Party to this Convention may be 
expelled from it only pursuant to a decision reached in accordance with law.
7. Every person has the right to seek and be granted asylum in a foreign terri-
tory, in accordance with the legislation of the state and international conventions, 
in the event he is being pursued for political offenses or related common crimes.
8. In no case may an alien be deported or returned to a country, regardless of 
whether or not it is his country of origin, if in that country his right to life or 
personal freedom is in danger of being violated because of his race, nationality, 
religion, social status, or political opinions.
9. The collective expulsion of aliens is prohibited.

Chapter IV Suspension of Guarantees, Interpretation, and Application

Article 27 Suspension of Guarantees
1. In time of war, public danger, or other emergency that threatens the inde-
pendence or security of a State Party, it may take measures derogating from its 
obligations under the present Convention to the extent and for the period of time 
strictly required by the exigencies of the situation, provided that such measures 
are not inconsistent with its other obligations under international law and do not 
involve discrimination on the ground of race, color, sex, language, religion, or 
social origin.
2. The foregoing provision does not authorize any suspension of the following 
articles: Article 3 (Right to Juridical Personality), Article 4 (Right to Life), Article 5 
(Right to Humane Treatment), Article 6 (Freedom from Slavery), Article 9 
(Freedom from Ex Post Facto Laws), Article 12 (Freedom of Conscience and Reli-
gion), Article 17 (Rights of the Family), Article 18 (Right to a Name), Article 19 
(Rights of the Child), Article 20 (Right to Nationality), and Article 23 (Right to 
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Participate in Government), or of the judicial guarantees essential for the protec-
tion of such rights.
3. Any State Party availing itself of the right of suspension shall immediately in-
form the other States Parties, through the Secretary General of the Organization 
of American States, of the provisions the application of which it has suspended, 
the reasons that gave rise to the suspension, and the date set for the termination 
of such suspension.

Article 29 Restrictions Regarding Interpretation
No provision of this Convention shall be interpreted as:

a) permitting any State Party, group, or person to suppress the enjoyment 
or exercise of the rights and freedoms recognized in this Convention or 
to restrict them to a greater extent than is provided for herein;

b) restricting the enjoyment or exercise of any right or freedom recognized 
by virtue of the laws of any State Party or by virtue of another conven-
tion to which one of the said states is a party;

c) precluding other rights or guarantees that are inherent in the human 
personality or derived from representative democracy as a form of gov-
ernment; or

d) excluding or limiting the effect that the American Declaration of the 
Rights and Duties of Man and other international acts of the same 
nature may have.

Article 63
1. If the Court fi nds that there has been a violation of a right or freedom pro-
tected by this Convention, the Court shall rule that the injured party be ensured 
the enjoyment of his right or freedom that was violated. It shall also rule, if ap-
propriate, that the consequences of the measure or situation that constituted the 
breach of such right or freedom be remedied and that fair compensation be paid 
to the injured party.
2. In cases of extreme gravity and urgency, and when necessary to avoid irrepa-
rable damage to persons, the Court shall adopt such provisional measures as it 
deems pertinent in matters it has under consideration. With respect to a case not 
yet submitted to the Court, it may act at the request of the Commission.

Article 64
1. The member states of the Organization may consult the Court regarding the 
interpretation of this Convention or of other treaties concerning the protection 
of human rights in the American states. Within their spheres of competence, the 
organs listed in Chapter X of the Charter of the Organization of American States, 
as amended by the Protocol of Buenos Aires, may in like manner consult the 
Court.
2. The Court, at the request of a member state of the Organization, may pro-
vide that state with opinions regarding the compatibility of any of its domestic 
laws with the aforesaid international instruments.
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